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ordinsry courts were shle to cheek the eivil or pont. 
os of the Gestapo. This wes so particulntiv with re pret to 
charges ^goinset Gestrpo offici- i: & 
security police suboréinct.O tho Gestepo to the Ministry | resident end took 
it out Ti the Interior aimiutetretLon, he ndministretive courts took the 
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On further cross-examination, the witness sdmitted that in certain 
respects his book dic not correspond to the real situation. For instance, 
his book reflected the tenceney existing st the time of its publication to 
incorporate the SD into the genersl framework of the police. He said that 
this was the desire of Heycrich who was chief, both of the police anc of 
the SD. fs cvents actually vorkee out, when Ohlendorff took charge of the 
SD, it gradually relinquished its interest in tho intelligence of the enemy 
and occupied itself with the so-celicd supervision of spheres of life. 

The witness cleimed that this development wer not indicated ct the time he 
wrote his book. wovever, further examinetion clicitec from him the informa- 
tion thet onlcondorff took over Amt TIL in 1939 an that his book : 

written around 1939 anc 1940 and was published in 1940. He said it was 
around that time that chiendorff peah i CeveLopec his new tendencies. 
Witness saic that he made no changes in these basic cescriptions in his 

2nc ecition which was published in 1941. 


An excerpt from a review by Dr. Stuckart of the witness!’ book was rend, 
in mhich the revierer predicted that the book woule ^ocone the cigost and 
reference book for the officials of police in the interior of the administre- 
tion. Titness conescec that his book “ss reliable refercnee vork vith 

respect to the different euthoritics enc training schools, but he conico 
that Stuckart wes in ^ position to cv-luate the book with respcet to the 
Cevelopment of the police, o^rticulorly of the SD which wes a; 
org^niz:*tion snd still in the process of gro.vth. 


3. Organisetions Technically, but not Properly, Within 
the Gestapo 


fe was the esse with the covntcr-intellize at o po border police 
work rae originelly h-ndled by specially sesh yed officials ^ti ths verious 
police offices. Tne resulting inefficiency wa » enuse for the re- 
orgoniz^tion of the border police ^: an orgon of f the Reich within the frome- 
vork of the Gestapos These policcmen checked presses p^sspori: 


controlled border traffic, cooperated vith forcign »olicc 

checked for persons ond objects cont-2insd on the sesrch registor of the 
German police. There vere ct the beginning of the war ^ 39500 or 4,000 
people in this service. The neture of this vork did not change during the 
War. Border police did not hove any fectucl interrog:tions or thire 

degree sctivitics since they had no fretunl records. Their only interest 
vas in the icentiiention of ^n individurl. 


The Reichssicherheitsdienst wes a port of the security police only in 
sense thet it was carried on the budget o^ the security police and that 
employees hed to qualify uncer civil acrvice requirements 

commissioner of this covartment wes not subordinrte to the chief of the 

security police bub wes cireetly under the chicf of the Germ-n police. 
Members of the Reichssicherhcitsdicnst were usec ids rs person^l 
gu^rds of prominent i.cividusls. This orgcnizstion esme into existence 

in 1934. Its members voro civil servonts of the Gestano but vore given 
specie assignments. Tt hed been planned that this work shoul last for n 
certain tour of duty, but during the var years men so assigned renrinec ct 


m] 
om s — eS 
treir posts. 


Members of the Abwehr erie je (counter-intclligence in the 
factories) vore selected in 1934 nnd 1935 by the militery countor-intclli- 
gence, but after 1938 the Gentene "lso 2ppointec. such agents. These men 

to the cxeeution of sceret orders onc guerded against stbotoge, 
They were neither members nor empi Layees of the Gestapo, but vere oxocutivc 
employees of the factories. TO some factories these agents hed uncer them 
executive organizations such «s the “erkschutz which could not be 
considered e prrt of the Gestapo cithor. Their job vas to guarentee the 
external security of the aera S. Ocensionslly the Gestapo vould give 
them instructions ns to the possible drngers which might threaten ~ factory. 
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4.  Anti-Jewish Denonstrations of November 1978 
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Since 1937, concentrotion comps contnined eriminrls 
to them by the criminel police, 55 cil os incividuals 
into orotective custody by the Gestapo. ^t the outbre^k 
concentration c^mps hele approxio^tcly 20,000 inmt:tos, not over half of shom 
vere politiccl prisoners. The political esos vere further sub-civic«c 
into 20% long and čo% short-term arrestecs. The entire jnil snd prison 
notvork of the German juciciary system contained at thet time approximately 
300,000 inmetos, one tenth of sho» hec becn sentenced for oolitienl crimes. 
Thus, three times ^s mony people hv’ been sentencec for politiecl crimes 
by the courts cs b been ineercerste:’ by the Gostcpo. The setuni vork of 
treneferring cr into the coneentrstion ce^mps wis lis vcithin the 
sphere of the heick solde officc. 


*rresbs for criminal enses vere erllec security arrests 
politienl enses protective eustocy rrrects. The witness i 
crimincl esses were employed for lobor nore often then wers 
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UMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF BRUNO BIEDERMANN WITNESS 


TAKEN 


onde 


anization, duties and aims of Corps of Political Leaders. 


Witness joined the Party in 1925 and until 1933 acted as a 
Kassenleiter (treasurer) of a local group. In 1933 he was active with 
Lendesbeuernschaft (land farmer group) of Thuringia. A short time later 
ne became a full time employee of the Party and until 1936 acted as Gau 
Business Manager in Thuringia. In 1936 he took over the Office of the 

rsonnel Section of the Gau, also fulfilling the functions of Gau- 
ise kteur. He also acted as the leader of the Gaustabsdmt,  "ithout 
his knowledge he was made an honorary member in the SS as Oberfuehrer. 


I. Activities Relating to article 6 of the Charter 


to Organization ok 
Perty 


(a) In Genoral 


“he Organization Book of the Party could not be considered as 
to Party leaders on a comparable lovol with the Arny Ficld 
Book which had to be strictly adhored to. Many political 
lo oked at the Orzanization Book because it contsinod colorod 
picturos, otc. Tho witness did not know of any who actually studiod 
it and used it in their work. He considered tho book as ono of 
"thooretical speculation", not in accord with tho actual practices 


(b) Concept of Hohoitstraezer 


concept of Hoheitstraezer referred to tho determinatio 
responsibility in the Party. Although the Orzanization Boo ke 
i the 5lockleiter and Zellenleiter in this classificat ion, in 
| practice it was restricted to the Geu, Kreis and Ortszruppen- 
re Orders relating to the Hoheitstraezer wore cited and the witness 
ified that the Blockleiter and Zellenleiters did not operate within 


The newspaper, "Dor Yoheitstraeger", was circulated down to 
tagruppenleiter. The Blockleiters and Zellenleiters did not 


although all tasks of tho Party were of a political nature, 
offices and the staff of Foheitstraezer concerned with Bropecense. 
and training "had the political task of addressing the people 
; the gospel to them," whereas, staff officers, seen gation 
r8 and personnel officers were more concerned with adminis strative 


nr. b "n 


(c) The Distinction between "Call to Office" and 
"Appointment to Office" 


The fourth edition of the Organization Book (PS-93) makes 2 
distinction betweon a "Gall to office" and "appointment to office" 
("borufung'" ang "eruennune"), Witness explained that Party member was 
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usually appointed to office for a probationary period of six months 
md thereafter the office officially turned over to him if his service 
^S deemed satisfactory. He was, in other words, then officially 
appointed to office and received the necessary rank of the office. 
Therefore, if the indictment used the term "political leader" in 
torminolozy of tho Nazi Party 11 those holding office without being 
expressly appointed would have to be excluded inasmuch as the torm 
orred only to one who had actually received his appointment. In 
he Blockleiters and Zellenleiters during the war often 
tho functions of the office without being actually appointed 


Conferences of Political Leaders 


The witn teipat od in all conferences of Gau and Kreis 
offico holders in Thuringia for about 12 years. Conferences were not 
rete If tho of dors were unable to attend deputies were 
nt. In addition, she rà Mayor and provincial State officials often 
ad. At the conferences tho Gau office holders gave reports and 
Kreisleiters in turn zave reports tc them. At tho end tho Gauloitor 
insolf gave ^ political survey. ‘Yitness stated that in Thuringia none 
the discussions were with rozard to 2=:ressive warfare, outrages, otc. 


SAU 


ó.  Attitudo of Politica: 


Political leaders be ed thet Points Ono, Two and Threo-- 
nds for the union of Germa abrogation of Versailles Treaty and 
and fox colonies could be A by peacoful means. 


1^ 


to tl tho SS SS 


the Organization Book wherein the 
Ltonleiters—-had right to mobilize 
durins Party denonstrations tho 
SS or SA to participate but 
any organization of the Party. 


Concentration Camps 


The witness believed that the concentration camps wore und 
diction of the Reichsfuvhrer SS in his capacity as Chief of 
i) political leaders had no connection with the camps oxcopt 
1 isleiters and Geuloiters oxertod pressure to obtain 
(in individuals from the camps. 


Anti-Senitism and tho Church 


leaders thought the Jewish problem could be solved 
Ə their own territories, such as F-lestine. On cross 
kia witness was asked concerning a directive of 7 June 1933, 
Gau offico in Coblenz sent to Xroisloitors setting up commit- 
supervise various conmunities in Jew-baitinz. Witness denied any 
of this directive and claimed all measures against Jews in 
‘ia wore carried out by State authorities. However, ho admitted 
t it was part of tho duty of political leaders to spread the doctrines 
he Party end that, of course, raco doctrines and anti-Semitism wore 
Party doctrines. 


Witness testified that no outrages directed against ministers 
azainst relizious services occurred in Thuringia; that none of the 
iticel leadors thoro were ever asked by tho Farty to leave the Church, 

“ia thoy request any of their co-workers to leave the Church. 
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Sauckel issued innumerable orders directing that foreign 


7. Foreizn Labor 


workers be treated humanely. or the purpose of carrying out these 
orders the Geuleitor appointed a special official in Thuringia and 


orders to him as well as to the State Labor Office to the effect 
ris ordors should be strictly carried out. In cases where foreign 
rs were mistreated the Gorman supervisors involvod were punished. 


cross oxanination tho witness was asked about Document PS-315 which 
ated to a conference of 12 March 1943 held by the Ministry for 
satennent and Propaganda which was concerned with raising workings 
DN for tho laborers, particularly those from tho East. Also 


ES 205, a circular letter, sent z Bormann to Gauleiters, Krois- 
and Ortserupponleiters, directs that workers be troated so 
irun of unfavorable consequences to the Reich would occur-- 
beatings, otc. Witness was asked why such orders were 
' if laborers vore not being mistreated. He admitted that some 
of nistreatments did r, but that it was the function of 


E 


to prevent such thing 


Summarized by: 
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JMMARY OF YIDUNQ: OF WALTUR BLUM; WITNSSS 


FOR TYS SS ORGANIZATION TAKEN BIFORE 


TRANSCRIPT 14G 


Orgar. Haebon and development of the Waffen-SS fron 1944 to 
April 19.5. This testimony supplements that of the witness 
BRI LL o 


The witness became a member of the SS in 1940 when ho was 
Jutsnt with the General Inspector in the Main Office of the Order 
rolice in the Reichsministry of Intorior. As first lieutenant in the 
ular rolice he was turned over with thesamo rank to the SS. He was 
arty member sineo 1920. From 4uzust 1943 to April 1944 he was 18 
Fuchruntshauptent (Main Leadership Office of the SS). From 
until the capitulation ho was la in the oreanization Abteiluns 
SS Fuohrun:sheuptant (Orzanizetion Branch of the Main Leadership 
of the SS). 


I. activities Relatin= to Article 


l. ilumorieal ^roaxac of tho Voffon-55 . 
the period Deconbo 9-.. to April 19-: 


Tho numerical stroncth of tho Veffon-SS, includine formations 
in the &4ruy, in tho Reserves, in the SS Sch.ols and in tho SS Homo 
Service, from Decembor 192. until april 19-5 was 580,000 officers, 


jd 


non-commissioned officers end mon. These were divided as follows: 


opolan Unit Commands 9,000 

In¢dependent ioris Troops 10,000 

Diviuta ns 2x50 , 000 
nall Yoroi^n Groups and 

10,000 

115,000 


Concentration camp guards aro not ccnteinoà in tho total of 
They do not properly helene in any enumeration of Waffen-SS 
The lattor woro just like Army units, undor the direct command 
losdors in the Scuth, Wost and Forth with the sinele excoption 
that SS tr.cps were uncer the SS Main Leadership Offico in effairs cf 
personnel, clothing and oquipment. Coneentration camp guard units did 
Lot Dolon? to field units of tho SS nor to the Reserve Arny of the SS 
"ut wore under the comnand of the Economic Main Administration Office 
Branch DORA (W.V.E.A.). 


The total of 58 X) Ziz not inelude casualties incurrod Dy 


ffon-S5 durin the a The witness ostinatod casualties to ho 
here hetweon 400, anc 250,000. 


Of the 580,020, tho following division coul? ^o nade? 
were foroi-nors ('Gormanics"), 160,000 were Germans from 
Gorneny, end 262,020 wore actual Gornans. 


II. Dviàenco of Voluntary or Compulsory Mamborship 


Witness testified that in 19-24 an? 1945 125,000 Germans were 
SS fron the army, Navy, Air Corps, snd police. 
r was Bum throuch without any voluntoorin-^ she part of 
personnel involved. These 125,000 non wore all Ser: s and should 
cousitered in relation to the total of 260,000 actual Germans in tho 


e" 
eto 


T Wn 
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for (3 rather than in relation to the general total of 560,000 


fZon-b5 nornbors. 
III. Knowledge of Criminal Activities 


Witness had not heard of the Einsatzgruppen until he learned 
statements of Ohlendorf before the Tribunal. Consequently, 
not known that Waffon-SS non wore suspectod of having partici- 
patod in these groups. In regard to this,witness expresscd the belicf 
that any transfor of Waffen-SS non to the Binsatzeruppen would havo 
roflactod on the monthly reports which the field unite made to his 


v 


offico on their technical organization and personnel strength. No 
such transfers wore indicated on tho reports which he receivod. 


Summarized 1 J. S. CONWAY 
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F EVIDENCE OF HANS BERNHARD BRAUSSE 


MISSION ON ¢ 


TO 3489 


Eduention and training of members of Waffen-SS, with 
to law and discipline. 


Set-up of Special Oourts-Martial. 


tness entered the SS Reserve Unit in sumr 
rank of SS pianek nin nea which is equivalent to same 
Martial oS AOSE of the Army. Previously ho had been 
in the German Justice Department. Witness holds the 
cast ecrckuragy. 


ct-martial system of tho Waffen-SS—the 8s0-c^? alle d Mei 
] This oduce on was carried out in various ways 
of SS Court rhhewes that 
intervals on court-martial procedu 
included The barina eb, Ome 
Tho Main Office SS Court issued quarterly 
structions concornin ho court-marti: system. This 
ibution of le tuoksasa containing fro t» 40 
issuod to offica s and units undor tho 
) booklet he layman received information g 
y rrr ne. systom. Punishments cf tho various SS Cour 
published in them. (3) Witness end co-work 
the SS Junkers Schools for officer candidates in military 
Law aad in intornational military rights. The suporvising 
courses in military lew at the Main SS Court in 


of the above o ation was to increase conscious: 


aw end order and to ensure the preservation of discipline. i ST 
ideologies wore involved. 


Tho oat i o £ VAS usht . connection with bravery 
loyalty. It was the oath of S lior in 2 more personal form. 
absolute obedience was roquired. ^ | basic principle of 


that tho leaders were not to roquo ny unlewfui or criminal 


Blind obedionco was not taught. A porson w: 
out an order if he noticed cr found that the basis 
criminal action.  Howovor, tho main responsibility for 
rest with tho leader. During war a soldier cannot chock 
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^Scortain if it is legal. Ho must bo ablo to depend on his leader in this 
respect. Thorefore, officor candidates were teught that the leadors could 
not ask soldiors to carry out unlawful or criminel actions. 


4. Tho Keeping of Secrets 


Tho duty to keop quict was a requirement of the SS, along with 
truthfulness, wakofulnoes and guarding against bribery. Tho basis for it 
was an order of Hitler's cf 11 January 1940, according te which nobody 
was to concern himself with anything which was none of his businoss, 
Therefore, the SS did not concern itself with ether groups. Persons who 
violatod tho oath of Secrecy were liable to bo sentenced on tho grounds 
of "treason through negligenco", 


rolative to Troatmont of Fereign Races or 
he Poople of Feroien Countrios 
Àn SS order of 1939 pertainod to tho "understanding" of foroizn 

racos and foreign people, It roquirod a complete, correct, decent and 
friondly treatmont towards them, togethor with a certain amount of rosorvo, 
Tho samo thing was also roquirod towards Jows. SS mon wore taught to main- 
tain an honorable attitudo towards the womon of foreign nations. Thoy were 
especially warned agsinst plundering., An order by Hitlor of 7 July 1940 
required tho maintenance of tho strongest discipline, with respect to 
civilian population. He especially warnod against conduct duc to exccs— 
sivo drinking. This order was published in noticos of tho Main Offico of 
SS Court. It was again reprinted in Soptomber 1941 at a timo when tho 
Waffon-SS fought in Russia. The witness was in Russia in 1941 for several 
months acting as a Division Judge, Ho noticed that these ordors wera not 
always carried out, in tho respect that tho troops did not always main- 
tain the reserve oxpected of them but wore very friendly and cordial with 
the population. 


6. International Laws of Warfaro 
Officer candidatos at SS Junkers Schools were instruectod in 
the contonts of Hague Rulos of Lend Warfare and the Genova Convention. 
These moasures were to be oboyed. The men were taught how the wounded, 
» the prisoners of war, the spies, or partisans wore to 
be treated. 


Witness beliovod the troops fought in accord with intornational 
law in orders of warfare. Kowover, thoro were some excesses and somo 
individuel criminal acts but, in gencral, such cases wore soverely punished. 
Rapo and plundering carriod a doath sentence. Witnoss knew of instances 
whero onomy flicrs had boon killed and stated 
that thoro were severe punishmonts for this type of action.  Exeossivo 
moasures wore usually causod through crucltics on tho part of tho cnemy. 

On tho whole, tho units acted honorably and disciplined——-they had boon 
aducatod to chivalry. 


7.  Spoci^l Courts-Mertisl 


Under tho German Court-Martial Manual, a provision was mado for 
the Standgorichto (Special Courts) to handle special cases. Thoso courts 
wore in addition to the rogular courts-martial. In these special courts 
1t was not necessary that a military judge presido, 3 officor in charge 
was sufficiont. Thoy were intended for special immediate cases whero tho 
roguler judzo was not available. According to law, thoy were especially 
used ^inst partisans. On cross examination the witnoss stated that under 
SS judicial law members of the Waffen-SS could be tried by these courts and 





Civilians could also bo triod by these courts if they engaged in crimos 
against tho Army or tho Armed Forces. The most frequent crimos wore 

those concorning property and deadly assault. These courts had tho 

powor to impose the doath ponalty. Witness stated they operated through- 
out tho ontiro Gorman Army, not just in tho SS. It was not requirod that 
the rocords of theso courts bo sent to tho Main Office SS Court in Munich. 
Howovor, sonotinos they wore sent in. Witnoss upon checking thom found 

that thoy wore always in order.:+Tho.accused had the right to defend himself 
in these courts. 


These Standgerichte had nothing to do with the Standzgorichte of 
the Geulcitors. Witness also mentioned another kind of Standzerichto, 
which had beon set up by decree of the Reich Commissar of tho Netherlands. 
In Donnerk and Norway the SS Standzerichte did not opor&to.  Offondors wore 
Sontoncod by regular polico courts thoro. 


On cross oxamination tho witness testified that he novor sat in 
the special courts or had anything to do with thom. He was asked whothor 
he know that if Poland, Frank and SS Chicfs used those courts to oxtorminate 
the intelligontsia of the Polish race and that this action was carricd out 
by SS Oborzruppenfushrer Krueger and Strechband. Witness statod that tho 
courts roforred to had nothing to do with the judicial system and probably 
woro instrumonts of tho police. 


8. Ratio of Criminality in the SS 


Witness tostifiod that 3 percent is the normal eriminal rate under 
civilian justice. SS men had a rato of less than 1 percent. During the 
of the war the | of cririnality of the SS was smaller than 
Army but during leter:yoars it was on the samc level. Ho attribu- 
ted thi o tho fact that tho SS mon were not able to soloct members on their 
own basis. 


Il. Knowlodzo of Criminal Activities 


Witness did not know that on 30 June O the Regular SS was 
to have committod murders, He statcd that this attempt of 
1930 was gonerally considered an offort to overthrow the Govorn- 
y a Yow profossiconal putsch makers and thet high treason azainst 
country had to be provented. Hit lor had promised that the excessos 
punished by rogular courts. Witness nover thought that the SS 
used for criminal actions. He thought that Hitler attempted to 
achicve lofty soals in a straight forward way. He never believod thoro 
would bo a war. 


at cross GFOURET ECR an rpt from Document 1851 PS-—-US 040, 
a command of Himmler's,was road! know that there are some people in 
Gornany who become sick when they soo those black coats. We understand 


d-ta 


v^o roasons for this and do not expect that wo shall be lovod by too many. 


Witness didn't agree that tho SS was a terror orzanization. 
Himmler had announced he would fight all typos of crines and criminals and 
wurally thoy would fear him. However, ho later admitted that Hitler had 
diss appoir toc the IM. 


Witnoss stated that some units of the Waffen-SS were used to put 
down uprisings in the Warsaw ghettos but tho propaganda of tho SS did not 
ask for the extermination of Jews. People who were guilty of murdering 
Jows or raping Jewish women were sentenced severely. An oxcerpt from 
Hirnnler's Kharkow speech, Document 19129 PS, was read wheroin Himmler 
oxprossed tho view that anti-semitism was exactly the same as do-lousinz 
and statod that "We shall socn be de-loused." Tho witness stated that if 


Sa 
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Hinmlor actually seid that, the mer. cf tie SS would never have approvod it-- 
that ho nover heard that speech before. 


2. Trostmont cf War Priscnors 


On cross oxanin&tion the witness testified thet he served on tho 
Oder (Rivor) front. Fo denied that Soviet prisoners were tcorribly troated. 
Another excorpt from Decumont 1919 rS, taken from Hinuler!s Posen speech, 
wes reed wherein he stated that Russian prisoners died by tons and hundreds 
of thousands of oxhaustion and hunger, and, while it was not regrottable, 
it was deplorable that this lebor material had been lost. The witness 
stated ho didn't know of this speech and nevor saw conditicns like that. 
Prisoners voro loaded in trucks and tho troops gave thom food and cizerottcs. 
Thoy voro later handed ever to collecticn camps for prisoners of war. 


3. Slavo Labor 


Witness know that tho SS had recruited veluntecr workers for 
Sauckel in tho Eest. Document PS 744 Bx. US 455, a lotter of Himmlor's, 
dated 5 August 1943, was referred to. Twonty-ono copios had been sont to 
various offices əf the Waffen-SS, including the Main Office SS Court. A 
postscript on the letter read as follows: "I order that all young fomale 
prisoners, capable ef work, are to be sont to Germany for work throuch 
the agency of Reichs Commissioner Sauckol. Childron, old women and men 
are to be collected end employed in tho women and childron's camps ostab- 
lished by mo on ostates as well as on tho borders of the evacuated 
Witness tostificd ho didn't know of this lotter. The Main Office S 
received a large number of orders which did not concern them, 


Summarizod by: 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF FRANZ BOCK WITNESS 
FOR THE S.A. ORGANIZATION TAXEN 


BEFORE 4 COMMISSION ON 9 JULY 1946 
TRANSCRIPT PAGES 


SUBJECT: Training of SA men was not such as to develop skill in tho 
use of arms and methods of warfare. 


Witness bolonzod to the SA since 1922. In 1928 he entorod tho 
leader carcer, being first Scharfu ror, thon Truppfuchrer, Sturmfuchrer 
end Sturmbannfuchror. From this timo on ho hold the following jobs a 
tho following times in the SA Organization: 1932—Adjutant of Oborsrup- 
ponfuchrors in Coblenz, Frankfurt ^ud Munich; 1934—command of Standarten-— 
fuehrors in Traunstein, Oborbayorn; 1935 to 1937—Brieade Leader in 
Dusseldorf; 1936——in charze of an instruction course for Sturmnbann- 
fuohrors in Dusseldorf; 1937—in charre of creating an SA Ant for Social 
Welfare in Munich; 1989——transfor to the ohiof Amt of instruction in the 
Sá; 1940—entered tho Army; and 197% until tho capitulation was Chiof cf 
S4 Fuohror Niederrhein at Dusseldorf. 


I. Articlos Rolating to article 6 of the Chartor 


l. Non-military nature of SA training. 
Explanation of articles and 
ments which indicate military training. 


Prior to questioning, tho witness! Defense Counsel called tho 
attention nf the Commission to an article of 19 March 1938 from Document 
$050 P.S., entitled "Wo Were the First!!", which related to tho march into 
Austrie. The quotation concerned tho experiences of five mombers of the 
editorial staff of the SA Mann who crossod the border with the Gorman 
troops at Mittenwald. In addition, Counsel mentioned that among the 
documents of the Frosecution there was what purported to be a photo- 
graph of SA men taken during this movement but that this was only a 
cartoon. Finally Defense Counsel citod a paragraph from Volume 1937 
of tho 54 Mann, July 3, 1937, page 12, from the articlo entitled 
"Tho War of Tomorrow". This paragraph, Counsol said, had been forgotten 
by tho Prosecution and was to the offect that physical ability and ideolos- 
ical compostire had nothing to do with militarism and that no one should sce 
any aggressive conception in the defensive part of the people. Tho German 
people refused Bolshevism and imperialistic war alike but would undergo 
any sacrifice for the existence and security cf the Reich. 


Witness was shewn a docuront taken from tho SA Mann of February 3, 
1939, page 3, and his attention was called to the descriptivo heafing under 
a picturo of General von Brauchitsch and Chief of Staff Lutz, attending a 
celebration for thon by the Berlin iA. Questioning concerning this docu- 
nont elicited fram the witness tho tostimony that SA schonls instructed in 
political soldierdom merely. Political soldiordon was to be intorprotod 
as requiring in a member inner and outer composure, political conviction, 
& voluntary will for defonse, and a voluntary readiness to servo tho 
pooplo and the Stato, comradeship and personal cleanliness of the member 
and of his family. Emphasis was not placed on tho military concept of 
soldierdom but on the moral concept. Considerable stross was laid upon 
the defensive ability of the individual to defend himself in all situa- 
tions of life. This was without any relation tc military education or 
instruction. In summary, tho aim-was to maintain the moral. dofensivo 
powors of the people. 


The phrases quoted by tho Prosecution, such as "fanatic love 


of tho fatherland," "education to high will of aggressivenoss," and 
"boys! trained for sport," rofer to moral readiness for defense. Tho 
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Fuehrer himself in Chapter 9 of his "Mein Kampf" specifically negatived 
any idea of the SA as military or free corps. 


The wish of the Supreme Commander of the SA to promote tho 
physical and moral roadiness for dofense was not to be identificd with 
desire for aggressivo war. Tho mombors of tho SA recalled tho detoriora- 
tion of the German pooplo after the first World War and tho economic 
breakdown which had followed it and they sought to prevent the repetition 
of such disasters by keeping up the moral strength and dofonsivo powor in 
the man. 


The Supreme Command of tho SA did not think of an aggressive 
war because it was ^ware that all around Germany thoro were open bordors 
and hostile neighbors. 


The SA used the terns "combat instruction" and "soldior spirit" 
as moans of achieving efficiency. The SA had a uniform in order to give 
tho mombers a feeling of unity but tho uniform was highly impractical 
for any military purposes. At first the SA did not have weapons but fron 
1933 on some members, especially tho leaders, had honor daggers., Aftor 
1933 SA leaders, in common with othor German citizens, wore able to 
socure pistols if they had licenses for them. 

Witness was shown various parts of Documont 3050 P.S, ‘With 
respect to article of February 10, 1954, pago 7, dealing with hygienic 
methods to be observed on a march, ho declared that this was not oxclu- 
sively 2 military article. He thon made the explanations set forth below 


for various articles teken from this document and originally published in 
tho SA Mann. 


Pistol Shootings Sport 
Specific instruction warns against interpretation 
as rearmament measure and insists on exclusively athletic 
purpose. 
Flame owe o Fro 


A souvenir article from tho World War. 


Tho Marching Stops of tho SA Are Rosounding 
on tho streets 


Roferrod to a propag^nda march. 

"Arbrigato 6"——March for the Gorman Danzig 

Election propganda march for an SA inspection. 
Sport as Military Training 

Referred to an article regarding Army sport. 


Whoever Fights Us Wo Will Beat Hin Down; 
Whoever Provokes Us Wo Will Attack Him 


Political (Non-Military) article rogerding tho 
church struggle. 


From tho Placo of Work to tho Machine Gun Droyso 


Article regarding tho oxporioncos of SA men whilo 
in the Army. 


Articlo SA Man: as Border Guard 


Experiences cf SA man drafted as auxiliary policeman. 
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Return tc the Brown Shirt from the Field Blue 
Tunic 


Story by SA man who has roturned after ^ year of Army 
training. 


SA Man at the Hoavy Machine Gun 


Similar tc those abcva. 


SA Duty in the Air 
Story of a visit to an airfield, 


Speod Safety and Without Error 
Sports article 
Youth Training and Wehr Education 


Referred to Army tactics outside cf tho instruction 
intended by SA. 


Yaricus Articles Doaling with Gas, Combat 


Articles of general interest rather than instructicn. 


Certain superficial similarities and characterizations 
cf the SA, which weuld indicato a military: character, aretrealily 
distinguishable of the SA. The SA was termed the strcnzost arm of 
the Party movement because it was tho one which afforded tho most 
efficient protection during the rise of the Party. The breakdown 
of the membership into Char, Trur» and Sturm units was purely fcr 
organizational convenience, Spe rial units, like Navy, Inzinoors, 
Aviators, and Mounted Units, were formed in order to make concessions 
tc techincal and Landsmannschafrich interests and because such 2 
division presented cortain props tnmnda advantages. Divisions, such 
4s the motor, marine enà aviation units, gavo tc members an cppor- 
tunity of technical instructicn. Music platoons were used primarily 
tc improve the marching order of the group. Drill regulations wore 
taught sc as to present a decent marching appoaranco and SA drill 
exercises emphasized body pcstur:, march order and march disciplino 
and took no ecenizanco cf tho military phases cf forms and ordor of 
combat. Training cn Signal Divisions was undertaken cnly as a moans 
of communicaticn and scmetimes played an important part in tho peaceful 
occupations of SA formations. Relief programs spcnscrod by tho SA 
were primarily intended tc take care of those who met with injury in 
the sports activities of the organization. Formaticn cf an SA Reserve 
had the double purpose of maintaining cchorency within the crzanization 
and to provide an auxiliary group in which clder men could servo after 
rotiroment from active duty. 


Tho Leader Schools of the SA had no military character whatso- 
ever. The schocls for military loaders were weekend procrams lasting 
no mere than several hcurs a week and giving instructicn in tho handling 
of propaganda and uniform, geography and topics of the day. Group schocls 
wore instituted for tho Sturm Leaders. These schools were discussion 
forms and purported to achieve a unification of all the groups. Grad- 
ually instruction in discipline, sport and wehr insieni was included 
in tho curriculum. The Reichs Schocls and the Leader Schools in Dresden 
and Vienna trained the middle and hithor ccrps of leaders in nattora ' 
portaininz to marches and organizaticn as well as the sport and wehr 
insignia. 





TT 


The candidates who fille: out the Lehrscheinabzeichen question 
forms referred to in Document 3215 P.S. were taught necessary exer- 
cises for maintaining SA spcrt insignia and those who filled in the 
examination forms received instruction in the disciplinary Civil 
Service Examination they had to tako. The training in the front or 
training in combat which is mentioned in this document means training 
in all the superior groups Sturm and not in smallor individual groups. 


Articles mentioned in Do: mont 3050 PS, under page of instruc- 
tion Ausbildung, referring tc such subjects as shorting exorcisos and 
rangos of company in combat; tho first alphabet of Antiaircraft; tho 
first instructions for gas warfare; carbine No. 98; the battalion 
combat; the pistcl 08; etc., were meroly reprinted as items of articles 
of interest. On the other hand, articles relating to map roading 
and knowledge of maps in zonoral and sport in tho freo air were within 
the framework of SA discipline and regulations and came under the 
defensive sport insignia of the SA. 


An article in 1938, which tho Prosecution charactorizod as a 
picture of SA men marching in military formation, could not have been any 
more than a unit on their way to a shooting contest with small caliber 
carbines. 


Many of the types of sport in the SA sport insignia were the 
same as those mentioned in the Olympic Sport Program, such as riding, 
shooting, cross country and steeplochase. 


The witness testified that the pre-military and post-military 
exercises, over which the SA was put in charge by Hitler in 1939, wore 
not slated to actually take effect until October of that yoar and were 
cancelled by the State before that time. 


Disciplinary measures authorized within tho SA, such as tho 


confinement to quarters, reduction in rank, punishment with jail 
sentonce, were established in cràor to keep the organization clean. 
These measures were soldom if evor invoked. 


On cross examination th: witness was shown a lettor from the 
Reich Minister of Interior to tho Reich Minister for the Enlightenment 
and Propaganda in Berlin, dated July 1934, which stated that it had 
beon impossible to withhold unauthorized press releasos which gave the 
apooarance of military training by the SA. Tho document also requested 
that all possible means bo omployod in the future to prevont such pross 
roleasos. The witness was askod why, if tho SA did not sivo military 
training, the German press should have repostodly reported that it did. 
The witness could not explain this nor why the Ministry should want to 
prevent publicity for the war manouvers and the Army to which SA men 
were called. It was proposed to the witness by the Prosocuting Attornoy 
that tho Minister of the Interior was attempting to counsel the military 
activities of the SA. The witness repeated that the SA had only sportivo 
and propagandistic dutios and SA mon received military training only in 
the framework of the Army. 


The witness admitted that he hed never worked on the cditorial 
staff of the SA Mann but testified that he boliovod that ho was able 
to judge the purpose of the articlos because he had ro^d a good many 
of them. He romemborod them because his superior for a yoar, tho Chief 
of the main instruction Amt of the SA, had repeatedly remarked on tho 
incompetency of the authors of those articles. Witness pointod out 
that the paper did not belong to tho Supreme Command of the SA but ho 
admitted that it was edited by the official publishing houso of tho 
Nazi Party. 


The witness was sure that if any military training had gone on 
in the SA schools botween the dates, January 1939 until May 10, 1940, 
ho would have known about it in his prsition as Inspector of tho Training 
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Schools. Ee wes then shown a document letter from Staff Chief Lutz to 
Rosenberg, datod 30 January 1939, in which Lutz thanked. Rosenberg for 
congratulations on the SA having beon assigned all pre-military and 
post-nilitary training—"Wehrmannschaften". Tho witnoss explained 
that such training had been assigned to the SA but had nover gone inte 
force and was cancelled in October 1939. Under agzressive questioning 
ho maintainod the substance of this story and conceded only that the 
organization of this pre-military oxorciso was t^ start with tho 
Fuchrer Decree but that the individual exercisos were not to start 
until 1 October 1939. Prior to t?9t movement SA exercises had only 
the non-military charactor ho hac. deseribod throughcut his tostimony. 


Articles 8 and 9 of P.S. 2820 were read to the witnoss regarding 
tho right of a superior to uso his weapon to prevent the attack of an 
inferior and rogarding definitions of "mtiny" and "rovolt". Witnoss 
was asked whether any civil organization would have such regulations 
in its charter. He answered that any organization might havo them 
which wished to maintain discipline and not to encourage disebodionco. 
On redirect examination the witness expressed his opinion that, basod 
on conversations with othors, thoso regulations misht have beon sono 
which were issued by Roehm in anticipation of the so-called people's 
militia and which never went into actual effect. 


III. Knowledge of Criminal Activitios 


With respect to excesses which occurred at tho camp at Eohen— 
stcin, the guilty SA leaders were condemned to lone terms of imprison- 
nont and dismissal from the organization. With respect to Oranienburg, 
the chief of the camp maintained and even wrote a book to tho effoct 
that he had conducted this camp according to regulations. Minister of 
Justice Guertner, the man who had appointed the camp leader at Oranien- 
burg, was a very conscientious man and would net have appointed anyone 
to bo camp cemmandant who had been responsible for abuses. 


Summarized by: 


J. S, CONWAY 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF WALTER VON BRAUCHITSCH -0 


WITNESS FOR THE GENE STAFF TAKEN 
BEFORE A COMMISSION ON 25 JULY 1946 
TRANSCRIPT PAGES " 
Witness was cross-examined by Defense regarding Affidavit 


No. 2, U.S.A. Exhibit 532; and Affliev'i No. 4, U.S.A. 
Exhibit 595. 


Witness was Supreme Commanier of Arny from 1938-1941. 


Jr February 4, 1938 witness succeeded Generaloberst von 
Fritsch es Sapreme Commander cf Army Affidavit No. 4 reads in part: 


Wien Hitler bad medo a decision te support the 
realizahion cf nic woliticel cbjestions through nilitary 
pressure or vbrough tho appiicatioa of military force, 
tho commarder in chief of tho army, if he was at all 
involved ordinarily. first received an appropriate oral 
brioting or a proper oral coumand, operational and deploy- 
mont plans were nonu worked out in tho OZW." 


Witacss testificd tht when he succeeded von Fritsch, ho 
was told nothing about intonvions of Hitler as oxpressed on November 5, 
1937. If serious plans (for war) had existed, witness would have been 
informed cf thom when ho ~3staed offico. Otherwise it would have been 
impossible to carry out these plans. 


In Affidarit No. 2, witness stated that thare were discussions 
betwoon Oberfuchrer and himec?i, especially before important events. 
After conversaiicn of 23 May 1939, ‘sitnees was absolutely convinced 
that military pressuro was being exertod oniy for political purposes. 
Ho had same impression after conversation of 22 August 1959. The 
difference botwoon the preparations before tho Sudeten crisis and the 
Polish crisis was oxplained by witness us follows: After Sudoten 
crisis Hitler loaraod that the generals had not taken their tasks 
seriously. In order to support political action by military pressure 
it is necessary thet the military prossurc be taken seriously by your 
own poople as well as on th«so upon whom it is to be exercised. 


With reforence to conversation of August 22nd, the word 
"Vornichtung" appears in transcript. Witness testified that tho 
word is froquontly used in military language and rofers to nothing 
but tho elimination of military objectives send does not imply atrocities 
suggested by prosecution. 


In affidavit No. 4, witness etated that Army Commandors upon 
visiting his headquertoz: informed him and gavo him "advice and recom- 
mendations". By "aivico" witness meant "opinions!" or "conceptions" of 
their functions in carrying out of orders. He did not imply that a 
council of war was held. 


Secona paragraph cf tho Affidavit roads: "After the operational 
and deployixent orders had been given to the two commanders of tho army 
groups and the five commanders of the armics, conferences took place 
with them about details in order to hoar thoir desires and recommenda- 
tions." Witnoss stated in this regard thet carrying out of orders 
givon to army 2nd army groups required such a knowledge of military 
matters and ability that only a fow people were able to carry out the 
orders.  ilso adaytations to new circumst^nco and conduct of onomy 
had tc be mide. Hence, it was necessary to act within tho framework 
of tho ordei received. 
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Witness was then shown the chart attached to Affidavit No. 2 
showing a composition group with reference to Wehrmacht. 


Witness stated that at one time ho had drawn attention to 
fact that chart did not exactly correspond tc 2ctual circumstances, 
but was told that it was not important. If it was intended to ostab- 
lish exact circumstances, names, such as Xoit.1, Jodl and Warlimont, 
do not belong on chart. Connoction lines bctwoen services do not 
repr csont channels through which orders were givor. Orders were 

by Eitler as Supreme Commander of Wehrmacht to its three parts? 
1 fir Force. 

On redirect examination an excerpt fro: Affidavit No. 2 was 
road to witnoss, "Tho composition of thosa age oe anc the relationship 
of its men^ors to each other wero es shcwn in the attached chart and 
in tho dutics of those who fillod tho provisions shown in the chart 
lay sho actual Ciroction of the armed forcos." Me stated that chart 
roprosontod hisher ranks of ariied forces with exception thai chiofs 
of Genoral Staff did nct beicn: on chart, beeauao they were She 
"ardor: d P The hiehner rarka wets Soutenc Commanders of armed 
forces, > Commandet--in--Chis? of tho dewy, che Uommendcr--in-Chiof 
of the Pid and Comanndend n-th í bho Air Forco. eir subordi- 
nates wore Chiefs c? corrospon!i.; dopavtmonts o? Army, Navy and Air 
Force. If they woro included ve sn cporetional staff the other groups 
would have to be *asluded toc: 


In an any, one sreup sivos orders and another croup proparos 
orders. Chart is correct whercin it shows mutual contacts of persons 
or operating zr ps. Hitler anc Veitel, shown buicw each other should 
be within ono framc. One issuci orders Put other prepared orders. 
Chiefs of Staffs wore only eneratine staff of whole Wehrmacht and they 
couldn't sive ordc on their own initiative, Hence, chart only shows 
relationship of servi (Oo each other bit not chaiunols through which 
orders were 


"Tn practice, supor- 
Seely small group of 
such supervision in 
official capacity ani by virtue of their training, their positions 
heir mutual contacts. ° By "m.tual contacts" witnese only reforred 
to fact that ; who fizh* tcsother should know each other. There 
wore no apootai contacls. 


In Affidavit No. 2 witness usod word "sruppe" sevoral times. 
By "sruppe" ho mosnt a sertain number of military leaders and not a 
specific circle of persons. 


Witness concluded by statement that affidavits were result of 
com covsc tion of several days between two American officers and himself. 
Ho was thon shown Gorman təxt which he partly modified. Hoe didn't 
know purposo of iv anc álZ2n!t examine every word, with reference as to 
whether it woul. be juterorcted in thie way or that WAY. 


Summarized by 





i LAODO 


CF ZVIDZIOE OF EOB! 
Iu" SS ORGATIZATION 


uu] BLFORT A COMMISSION ON 


PAGES 1226 & 131-145 Q2 TER SRLJSCRIPT 


" abs Wa m 
Recruiting of the WAFFEN-SS, 


Witness was an Obersturmbannfuehrer in the WAFF™N-SS and was Deputy 
of the Recruiting Section of the WAFFEN-SS since the lst of January, 
Pages 2 and 7). He was previously with the Leibstandarte Adolph 


ler and served with them at the front. 


cT Mot 


I. Evičence of voluntary or compulsory membership in the WATFUN-SS, 


Ihe Wate s-S35 were created in 1940 out of the original Yer- 
fuesungstruove of the SS and were all me of tho ALLGM™INT SS. Service 
in the Verfuegungstruppe was voluntary and of a military nature (Pago 2). 


in 1940 the WATTEN-SS comprised ),000 mon 

56,000 wore Verfuegungstruspe, 8,000 from the ALLGEMEING 
other armod units. Th sc latter wore specially roeruitod by ! 

| police troops (Pago 3). A further 50,000 were recruited in 1940, 

70,000 were reeruited and in 1942 110,000. Of those recruited in 

voluntocre (Pago 4). In 1943 210,000 were recruited, 

of these being voluntoers and the rest drafted. In 1944 370,000 
were recruited, 160,000 being volunteers and 210,000 drafted, Witness did 
not know the exact figures for 1945. In answer to the Commissioner, witness 
Said that the number draftad in 1940 and 1941 was insignificant (Pago 5). 


4 number of tho AZLGSMEIND SS volunteered for membership in 


WA watt 


the WATSEJ-SS with the motive that it wes a decont and courageous unit. 
Voluntcers could not resign and received a drafting order, Various Germar 
nationals from other countries, cspecially the Balkens, were reeruited from 
1941 onwards, As a resu in December, 1944 out of a total of 910,000 

mon in the WAZPEa-SS, „OCO wore German citizens, 300,000 Germans living 
abroad, 150,000 alions, anë 50,000 so-crlled "Garmanics" from Scandinavia 


and Holland (Page 8). The rule that poople who joined the Orgsnizatior 
could not resign applicà to those drafted to tho VAFTSI-SS as woll as to 
the volunteers. (Page 9) 


In cross ex=mination on the subjoct of the statistics of 
recruiting, witness oxpleined th-t 36,000 men reeruited into the WAFFEN-SS 
in 1940 (reforred to on Page 3 of the transcript above) were mainly mom- 
bers of the ALLGZMTITE SS. They were volunteers for tho ALLGZMZINT" ss 
but were dr 


T 
tion (Page 18 


P dana ny 


ted for servico in the WAFTEN-SS undor an emergency regula 
^ 
} 


He Cic not deny that until tho autumn of 1939 all mombers 
of the SS wore volunteers for every branch, It was not until after the 
beginning of the wer that any drefting began (Page 19). The position was 
furthor clorificà by the following questions and answers: 


It is right to say that up to tho ond of 1939 ovory 
SS man had joined the SS as a voluntecr for one or an= 
other branch? 


Yes, 
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o were only voluntecrs up 


tho question? 


It is correct that in tho WAFFEN-SS tho same applies 
excent tnat tho 36,000 referred to were not volunteers 
in tho WAFFEN-SS but in the ALLGIMSINE SS? 


^ 


Be Yes. 


kocruiting for the ALLGEMSINE SS practically stopped after tho 
z of the war (Paze 20). There was never ^t any time conscription 
ALLGEMEINE SS, Membership had to bo applied for. 


Witness tricd to draw a distinction between the ALLGEMEIUT SS 
LESS insofar as voluntary annlication and conscription was 
ica, apparently not endo understood the Prosecution's point which 
show that with a very few exceptions wo until the end of 1941 evory 
s a voluntecr nes it was ing thet the 36,000 dr=fted from 
1 1940 were originally volunteers for that orzenizetion 


During the attemot by the P osecution to clarify this position 
Agrood that at tho end of 1943 WSTFEN-SS consisted of 36,000 
} previously voluntecred for | ALLGSMEISS SS and that tho ro- 
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maining mon had voluntecrcü for the WEETEN- SS (Page 22). 


of the ALLGEMINE SS were only very 
The number of those drafted from the 
must have boon infinitely small™, 
men drafted into 
» he. oniy members of the 
| IAPRES-S, witness stated th- 
of the “ALGO ING had epplied for memborship in the ' 


voluntary basis se latter persons were included in the 
4 Wi estimetca the total numbers of tho WAI 


100,000 
180,000 
200,000 
350,000 


figures an & not be confused with, 
eruiting figures ( 


Concentration Camps. 


vitae stated in answer to Dc: 
were 30,000 suards i: ROSEO tion campos, 
the rini ation o c ation Ca im mps by tà ALLGIMTINE Ss 
WATEUYT-SS bopiamine cf tho wer 8,000 mon who wore 
SOSTA A QA cam guards wore tronsforrod to tho WAFFEN-SS, Ia 
number of concentration camo guerüs was about 4 ,900, These 
vero Panrotis through the Te wiich the witness bolonged (the SS 
Recruiting Office (Pa, se 13). 


35 ogan tc ruit concontr-tion camp guards 
nbrond" (Volksd: buda e These Gormans living abroad 
applied for Aper itn in the W3TEN-SS, 6,000 to 7,000 of these were 
roeruitoc together with nembers of the Gorman Veterans Associs tion who had 
voluntccrea for the WAFFEN-SS but were too old or infirm for active service, 


à 1944 a considerable number of members of the Army and Air 
orco were added who joined under the same conditions as the vetersns,. To=- 
wards the ond of the war alicns wore used as concentration camp guards, 





These noneGermanse very often did not understand German (Page 15), From 1940 
to 194. the concentration camp guards, who totaled 30,000, consisted of about 
7,000 Germans "living sbroaá" (Volksdeutschen), 10,000 volunteers for the 
WAFFEN-SS and about 7,000 from the Army and Air Force transferred to the 
WAFFEN-SS. There were probably another 6,000 more connected with concentra- 


tion camps who were either members of the ALLGEM=INE SS or the WAFFEN-SS. 


Witness stated that doctorsand technicians were drafted 
into the WAFFEN-SS without any regard to their political opinions. 


In cross examination witness stated that the SS troops 
selected for concentration campos were sent to a camp at Sachsenhausen 
which served as the Inspectorate of concentration camps, From Sachsenhausen 
tne guards were sent to different camps. He denied any knowledge that Amts- 
ruppo D (concentration camps) of the WVHA received its recruits from the ss 
Division Prinz Eugen. 


S. “urther statistics of the “AFFEN-SS 


In a resuned cross exanination on the 27th of May (trans- 
cript pages 131 to 145) witness stated that he served with the Leibstandarte 
until December 1939 and from June until August 1941 at the front. He later 
gervod with the same unit from March 1945 until tho 8th of May 1945 as an 
or@nance officer (Lieutenant Colonel). The Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler 
was an independent unit serving under the command of the 6th SS Army com 
manded by Sepp Dietrich (Page 132). 


From 1942 onwards the Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler began to 
take conscripts and in 1943 witness stated that according to his rocolloc- 
tion there were 2,000 conscripts to the Leibstandarte (Page 133), Up till 
October or November of 1944 the total figure of killed and missing inthe 
WAFFEN-SS was 200,000. The total actually wounded, i.e., those severely 
wounded «nd declared unfit for active service amounted to 120,000. Witness 
agreed that the total figures for the WAFFEN-SS given on Pages 24 and 25 
(« above) do not include the 200,000 killed and missing but might possibly 
include the 120,000 wounded (Pass 135). 


Officors of the WAFFEN-SS were appointed anà promoted 
throuzh the Personnel Headouarters of the SS (Page 137) and a large majority 
of them were volunteers, 


Witness agreed thet the figures that ho gave were largely 
from memory. 


II. Knowledge of Criminal Activitics. 
Le 


Witness said that at the time of the invasion of Austria 
he was with the Leibstancerte Adolf Hitler (Page 7}. Neither the Staff 
nor the St-ff Captain knew much ahead of time if there were going tobe 
any troop movements (Page 7). The unit received orders to march at a 
moment's notice and the enthusiasm of tho population could not have lead 
any one to believe that a crime was being committed, The numbers of the 
SS were not increased before this incident, In answer to the Commissioner 
witness said he was a lst Licutenant at tho time of the invasion, 

2. Secrecy in tho SS Offices 

Eimmler issued an order at the instigation of the "uchror 
that in every office a notice with the slogan "Eimnlor affixed" should be 
put up. This notice stated that no official should know more than he ree 
quired for his own office (Pago 11). Witness claimed that only one percent 
of the 5S were in offices where secret matters could be known and they could 
have access to knowledge of the alleged crimes (Page Y). 


a Se 
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In crocs examinetic itnessewas aske concerning com 
plaints to the Headquarters of the WAPT members of the public. He 
Stated that a number of those who had join ned A SS by compulsion handed 
in complaints Most of the complaints came from parents whose children 
hed been Graf fted into tho WAFFEN-SS., After 1943 it was not necessary for 
parents to give permission and boys of 17 years or older could join the 
organization, No complaints by either officers or enlisted men were 
received regering the conduct in battle of the WAFFENZSS (Page 138) or 


"bout the activities of Einsatzkommando or the slaughter of Jews in occupicd 
territory. 


4. Atrocities in the East. 


Questioned concerning alleged atrocities in Poland and 

Russia, witness Cenied any knowledge of activities of the WAFFEN-SS, 
quostionoc by the Russian Prosceution he denied any knowledge that when 
he was with the Leibstandarte the slaughter of Jews and forced labor had 
Occurred. He admitted that his unit had been in action close to the 
Division Viking which was alleged to have commit ted crimes on the Eas 

but of these he denied all knowletze, He state that the purpose 

SS Division Prinz Eugen was "to correct the so-calle4 conditions 


SS Diision in the south east part of Europe". He dic not know the 


of the activities of that Division and knew nothing of its having 
hostages. 


Lidge Betsy 
ls Aims An& . lio: ilg 


Describing thc system of recruitment of the WAZ 
cto in direct examina tant his office Wes to selec 

an i Tasti people to join the organization. Ti did not select 
volunteers according to their political views, They reauircd a certifi- 
cate that the recruit had not been convicted and that he Gic not suffer 
from horoditery discase. (The Commissioner ghd the relevancy of this 
evidence with r spect to Paragraph 6 (a) of the order of ? 
and counsel oxplained that he wes trying to vid that it was the 
and physical background of the recruit that was important and not his 
political views, he said he was anxious to stress this since the Prosccu- 


tion had alleged thet the political background of the SS was criminal (Page 9). 


Ref rence was made to the presence of aliens in the WAFFEN-SS., 
Witness claimed € alien units retained their own national choracter- 


istics and brought with them a "racial and spiritual influence" which wis 


quite opposed to the view of the German members, As a result the WAFFEN- 
S5 of 1940 differed vastly from the WaFTFMIL-SS of 1944 where 50 percent 
of tho mombers were of alien blood. 


Commissioner 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE Jr iHBOPHIL BURGSTAHL"R 
SS TE a I a CHEESE 
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SUBJECT; Religious and Racial Questions, 


Witness was NOT a member of Nazi Party nor of S.A., nor S.S. He 
was Minister of the church, Director of the Mission for the conversion 
of Jews in Berlin, co-worker of the Swiss Association of the Friends of 
Israel, and founder of the Christian Relief Committee for Christian None 
alions (Page 883). 


Crimes against humanity, 

Jows, There were Jewish members of the S.A. between 1933 
and 1935, Baptisms were performed in public of Jews, in tho presence of 
S.A. men in uniform, who also attended church services (Page 885), The 
S.A. was National Socialistic; theoretically at least anti-semitism was 
part of their cause (Page 892). Tha ^... commenced actively to persccute 
the Jews in the courseof 1934 (Page 890). 

Churches, The individual S.A. man on the basis of what he 
was told had to believe that he was eppesing the church as a political 
institution (Page 886). It was the policy of the SS to diminish the ine 
fluence of tho churches as much as possible (Page 888); and this was 
generally known (Page 889). 


Joining the S.A. did not necessitate being a menber of the 
Nazi Party, and many individuals joined the S.A. to escape the necessity 
of becoming members of the Nagi Party (Page 885), 


Summarized by: I. D. McIlwraith 
Assistant Commissioner 
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military leaders did not form a group. 


nilitery leaders did not participate in the conspiracy 
leading to aggressive war. 


The military les- vz not participate in crimes under 
Article 6 of the Cua-ter. 


Witness was a fr^nt line officer during the First World War. 
929 to 1932 he went through training for the General Staff. At 
1d War II he was First General Staff Officer of tho 
Witness became General March 1, 1943, as Chief of tho 
neral Staff of an Army group. In July i944 he commanded a division 
the front and then a corps and on January 2lst he was commanded to 
ad the Ninth Army. He was never anpointed Supreme Commander of the 
: was commanded to teke ov.r the duties of that position. 


Activities Relating to Article 6 of the Charter 


in German 


Witness was shown Docu nont -S. 778, which enumerated by namo 
porsons who come within tho German General Staff and High Command. 
as asked to point out the names oe men wi to his personal knovl- 
edzc, did not belong in that list because they, like himself, had merely 
been put in charge of an Arny temporarily. question was objected 
fhe Prosecution on the grounds that tho witness could not possibly 

| knowledge because he was n an rei pos Mida qi cfficor of the 
fino nor hed he evor beon i: C position from which ho 
know exsctly what tho positions gavkain other people weree 

i contended that the ovidence would be cf a purcly 

and weuld : bast evidence. Defenso Ocunsol 
io was not asking for anything that the witne 

other source than his own personal SPER ET eas 

, Counsel cited Tribunal publication 681, is 

directs that the structure of an rco Aton is parse tud: 

was allowed to testify that tho following individuals 

the Prosocution list of mombers of tho German General Staff 

ommand had not been finally appointed to this crganization? 


4 


General Almondinger Gonoral LOFTER Phillipp 
General Boge General 
General Brandenberger Goneral 
General Busse Gonoral 
von dor Cheva Iri Genorel 
Fuortsch, Hornan Genoral von Saucken 
G Fretta — Pico Genoral Wenck 
Genera Hasse, Wilholm General Wicse 
General Holpert, Ka General Nehring, Welta 


ho knew approximately 35 of the persons 
on the list quite wel h uty had brought him in contact with 
thon. Another 35 he kni 1 tho way that a man would know his remote 
suporior. 
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Witness did not bolieve that thore could be a group of military 
leaders .togothor as tho Prosocution charged, because he saw the namo of 
Himmler on tho list and Himmler was tho mortal enemy of tho Army. from 
this ho concluded that thoro could not have beon such a group. Like 
officers of other ranks, thoso men did their duty and were united in 
their leader. 


Bs nia at ors planned for ssivo wa 


On April 1, 1939, in conformity with the usual Army rotation 
systou, witness roturnod from duty at the front to a position in the 
training section of tho First General Staff Officer. His work dealt 
with tho peace-timo training of tho German Army and he had nothing to 
do with preparations for war. Thero were plans in process for that 
samo year which, far from expediting war preparations, woro ^ sorious 
impediment to quick mobilization. 


Tho plans of the German Army at that time consisted of 
nanouvors with the participation of large mechanized units and a 
fortification mancuvor to tost the resistance of tho newly constructod 
West Wall against hoavy artillery. There was a very smell amount of 
available ammunition. The transportation facilities wore taxed to the 
utmost in carrying all ammunition which was vailable for the modorn 
weapons to be used. Witness proparod this training program and had 
it approved by tho Chief of the General Staff in August. The planning 
covorod a poriod from 1 October 1939 to 30 Soptembor 1940, and witnoss 
pointed out that he would not have undergone all this work if he had 
known thoro was to be à war. 


It was also ordered that large troop units were brought to 
tho East by rail in order to work on the Hast Wall fortifications. 
Witness learned of the impending Polish Campaign at a meeting called 
by tho Chief of the Goneral Staff of the OKW on the 23rd or Ath of 
August, 1939. Thore was also a certain change in tho situation which 
permitted tho staff of the OKW to suspect the existence of a military 
throat. 


3. Violation of tho rules of war 


Witnoss tostifiod that during tho Westorn Campaign he was 
under orders that ho should establish contact with the 22nd Iuftlande 
as soon as bridges north of Rotterdam wore constructed. He arrivod 
about 24 hours after the conquest of Rotterdam. The Military Commander 
at that timo, Lieutenant Colonel Chotitz, and Colonel Kreysing reported 
to him that it was not possible to stop the stuka attack because tho 
surrender discussions had beon retarded. According to a report of the 
Supromo Commander of the Army which he recoived while he was with the 
22nd Luftlendo, the reason that the first echelon in the stuka attack 
roloasod the bombs aftor the city had capitulated was that tho radio 
communication to the 22nd Division did not function properly. 


All during the period of witness! association with the OKW, 
up until Soptonber 1940 the witness had not heard of any plans for war 
against Russia. The genoral attitude of his associates was that such 
en idos was unthinkable. They had a close sympathetic feeling with 
their Russian brothers in arms, many of whom they knew. Tho Gorman 
General Staff considered the thought of a two-front war absurd. 


In April 1941 witness was Training Officer at the OKA-11 in 
Leipzig. On the second holiday of Easter, he was suddenly called away 
and, onrouto, was informed that his destination was Rumania. On arrival 
he was told to prepare with the Rumanian Army for possible war with 
Russia and in May was given a supplementary order to prepare a subsid— 
iary 2ction to a major oporation to tho north. Witness was acquaintod 
with the Commissar Order. He rejected it because he was 4 
soldior who could not accept such an ordér evon though it cano fron 


ans 
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:porior authorities. His Commander, General von Schobert, ^lso rejected 
sis order and, as far as the witness knew, this oroar was not oxocutod 
^nywhoro. Within tho Arny authority area a silent azreement existed that 

1 order would not bo oxocutod. It was not, ei Hie possiblo to stop 


distribution of tho order all the way through military channels from 
"uthoritics down. 


Sefore tho witness entered the Russian Campaign a Coun 
Intellisense Officor informed hin that Einsatz Groups of the 
ha 


o attached to the Arny in order to perform political police 
Thoso dira VIUA rocoivo | Wait or vor ^8 Grena CER Hitlor 


feature thet tho Army "hai 1 cei Pin to nako uso of Intellis 

with respect to tho onony, which wore procured by the SD Groups. 
Mis wos a doparture m tho previous policy that all police dutics in 
invaiod, hostile torritorios should bo performed by the Army, Tho only 
cont^ct which tho Army had wit* ++ roups wes throuch Army Countor- 
Intelligence Officers and Arny vegpey Officers. Counter-Intelligenco 
Cfficers often received information from the Leader of SD Commando Groups 
and sonetines from an SD linison man who misht bo attached to tho troop 
unit. 


On cross oxanina 1 rit as asked whether he wished 
stand e his statenent th D Gro were ziven spocial tasks for 
[o answored n > affirmative EP tig 
fron 
Arnistice, 
Marshal von List | 
Ho was asked whether he did no’ iow that Norway, 
iun and Franco "were simply full: hese SD’. He said that 


On cross oxanination witness adn ed thet 1-C officors of 
the Arny received monthly or ovory three months Intolliconco Reports 
which camo from th as to the situation and mood of the population 

See backward aroas owever, had nover soon een "i pede 
ho recallod tha © officers 
4 iese reportse 
his staff, that 


S8, would surely 
Honte onti n was strengthoned by the si^ 


daily co-workers 


cross ozanination "' oss testified th 
y little to do in tho f sail azainst f pie in the “Bast. 
bod out that in tho Crimean Theater, where he was, partisan warfare 
of no*l1i^7iulo importance » Eis nbtention was called to a circular 
lottor vritton by Kleist, regarding communist revolts in occupied 
Eastern terxitorios, in which it was mentioned that a life in tho Hast 


was worth nothing and that for ono murdered Gernan scldier 50 to 100 


communists should bo murdered. Ho soula not recall this order. He was 
thon told of another ordor issued by Kleisi 1 December 16, 1942, in 


which thoro was tho f« owing sontonco! dix fo ho troop is 


Mc 
WAS 


wal 
and has evon the duty even in this battlo to use, even 
"^i children, all the means of force if only it will load to 


oN v * 


Ho could not recall this oxtract an called attention o 


Rakes U 


socution to tho fact that often direct orders by Kleist did not 
the Arny because tho Arny Hondquartors in the OKW wero botwoon tho 
1 tho Suprone Command. 


The attention of the witness was called to another circular 
letter which dealt with the execution of tho courts—martial system in 
tho Barbarossa territory, with rospoct to special measures to be takon 
by the troops. He recalled this ordor, although it did not come within 





bhis Juri isdiction, and believed that it was cithor cancellod by the 
Suprone Cormand or neutralized by an order of Goneral von Brauchitsch. 
When witness was First Officc s Yonoral Staff (1-A) of the 
ide årny his Supremc Üonnanaors were, successively, Colonol General 
| Schobort and after September 20, 1941, Gonerai von Mannstoin, In 
his position all tactical ordors passed through the hands of the witness. 
Eo nover saw any operative orders given by his Supreme Commanders to tho 


SD Binsatz Groups. 


Witness was informed of statomonts of SD Leader Ohloniorf 
before the Tribunal that the Elovonth Army must have beon infornod with 
rocard to activitios of SD Binsatz Combat Groups and that execusions wore 
ordered to be held at a cortain distanco from Arny Hoadquarterse Witnoss 

that he had no knowledge of any such ordor and he did not think it 
truo, as Ohlondorf had testifiod, that officors of tho Blevonth Army 
nded executions of Jews. To the best of his knowiodgo, no soldiers 
Zlovonth Army voluntcered for firing squads. Witnoss had no 
‘efinite knowledge concerning tho truth of Ohlendorf's statomont that 
ho 4 had asked for a speeding up of extermination of Jews in order 
o new housing possibilitios in Simferopol but ho did not doom 
siblo aaa an organ of the Supreme Commander of the Arny would 
such nattors. He also pointed out that tho Army wishod 
ccp Per remeten orcens in Sinforopol at a minimum bocauso of air 
raid danvor. 


4. Attitudo of Hizh Military Lesders towards Nazi, 
Party Prozroi snd Activities 


leecers excused a sreat many criminal nenifosta- 
; œ on tho ground tha " they were abuses inhoront 
a rovolutionary novoront, Furthermore, tho Army porsonnol had takon 
oath for 25 years in compl’ ..4 tho Vorsailles Treaty and witnoss 
enlistment was not up until 1945. 


Witness was against tho Versaillos Treaty as far as it had dis- 


rable con: ens for Germany. He believed that officors in conorel 
to 1929 belioved that therc mst be a direct connection botwoon 
rn Prussia and tho main territory cf the Reich. 


Witness always thoucht that colonies wore nocossary if Gorr any 
was to havo goods anà raw materials. The theory of Licbonsraun novor 
layed an important part in the plans or hopos of tho mllitary loadors: 
Witness boiiovod that from tho point of view of strongth tho Arny bono- 
fitvol vhen DT camo into povor. He, hinself, thoucht it a edere 
that & eat country should not have sufficient armament for its 
fonsivo noods. 


II. Evidonco of Voluntary or Compulsory Momber ship 


Witness was askod why ho took over command of an Army just 
boforo the end of the war, when tho situation was already so desperatoe 
Ho answored that he did so because ho was ziven two tactical tasks and 

coroat commission. His tactical tasks wore to free the Arny group 
ionoral Nehring and to reform tho front cast of Ortepo anà stop the 
ISTORIANS towards Berlin. His connission was to ficht for tino for 
cal zogotiations. He was also moved by tho sisht of miserablo 
of his countrymen travelin; Vost, and ho wished to protoct them 
eneny coming fron tho Dast. He followod tho example of nany 
who hevo proforroài death to surrondor 


III. Knowledze anal Activities 


Witness did not hear of tho extermination policy carried on 
inst tho Russian pooplo and tho Jowish components of the Russian 
nation until aftor tho capitulation. Ho, at no timo, participated in 

jg murders of Jews. 





LUMINE 


Witness adnitted that e short tino before the war he know 
that Jews wore brought to special regions and deported there and that 
Jows wore murdored on the way. He never approved this. 


In November 1988 he was in Bremen and know of the ant —Jowish 
dononstrations. In that town, with its international population, there 
was a groat resentment azainst these events. As an officer on the General 
Staff of the 22nd Division, the witness was powerless to do anything 
bocauso such action lay within the province of the police and because 


tho Army hed no knowledge of the demonstrations until they were overe 


Summarized by: 


J. S. CONWAY 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF KARL FRANZ CHUDOBA 
WITNESS FOR THE CORFS OF POLITICAL LEADERS 
TAKEN BEFORE A COMISSION ON 


26 JUNE 1946 TRANSCRIPT PAGES 


SUBJECT: Position of the Teachers! Associations Dozentenbund and the 
Students! Asseciatiens Stuüontonbund within the Nasi Party. 


Witness was an Austrian officer from 1916 te 1919, He taught 
grade school from 1919 to 1923 and at the same time studied at the Untvemesk&y 
of Vienna where he received a Doctor of Philosoohy Degree in 1924. Sucaces~ 
sivoly thereafter he was assistant in the Museum of Natural Mistery in Vionna, 
assistant at tho University of Freiburg, extraerdinary professor at the 
University of Bonn, and, from November 1, 1939 until the ond ef the war, 
Rector of Friedrich-Wilholm University of Bonn. He joined the Nazi Party 
in 1933 because, as an Austrian, he desired to demenstrate his readiness 
to contributo to solutions of the tass of the new State. 


I. Activities Relating to Article 6 of the Charter 


l. Development and Responsibilitics ef Students? 
and Teachers! Assgciations in Nazi Germany 


Prior to 1933 there existi Associations for Professors and Students’ 
Associations, which were called Deutsche Studontenschaft, The Students! 
Associations remained in xistence after 1933 tut the Teachers! Associations 
wero dissolved and combined into an association called Dozontenschaft. Anyone 
who entered a university, either as a student or academic teacher, belonged 
automatically to the Deutsche Studentonschaft or to the Dozentenschaft. 


Since 1926 there oxisted ~: NS Studentenbund. In 1935 an NS Dozent- 
enbund was organized. These orgeni:rtions were organizations of the Party 
but people who were not Party members could join tho Dozontenbund. 


In cach university thon thoro were a local student fuchrer and a 
local Dozentenscheft fuchrer (local academic teachers! leader). Neither of 
these individuals belonged in any way to tho Party Leadership. In casos where 
there was more than one university in a Geu there were appointed Gau studenta? 
leaders and Gau teachers! leaders and also a Reich leader of students and a 
Reich leader of teachers. Witness became leacer of tho local teachers! Bund 
in 1937 and Gau leader of academic toachers in 1938, Both of these positions 
he held in tho Cologne-Aachen Gau. 


Annuelly the local Gau teachers and leaders met for working confer- 
ences, which wore called by tho Reichs teachers! leader, However, there was 
no organizational link between tho Gan teachers! loaders and the Hoheit- 
straoger of the Party so that the teachors! leaders could ^o called staff 
officers of the Gauloiter, Gau teachers! leaders and Geu studonts! leaders 
were only subordinate to the Gauleiter in disciplinary matters. 


The witness did attend quarter—annual meetings held by the Gau- 
leiter in Cologne. These meetings were reported in the caily press. Teachers! 
leaders anc. students! leaders did not have to report to the Gauloiter concern 
ing their activitios and the Gauleiter received no information concerning 
Teachers! and Students! Associations conferences. The answer to any inquiry 
which reached the Gau teachers! leaders had to be sont to the inquirer by way 
of the Reich leaders of the teachers. 


The witness denied that toro was any training done in connection 
with the chief of the organization c? the Nazi Party, main training office 
(Hauptschulangsemt). He did admit tnat the officer Rosenberg was continually 
attempting to get jurisdiction over the training of the teachers! loaders. 


E 





Eowever, to the witness! knowledge—: academic teachers received any 
training cither through amt Rosenberg or the training office of Ley's 
organization. Furthermore, no member of tho Academic Teachers! Association 
belonged automatically or involuntarily to tho general National Socialist 
Teachers! Associatio: 


All appointments end dismissals of academic teachers’ leaders wore 
performed by the Reich leader of academic teachers in coordination with the 
Gauloitor. The Reich loader: of the academic teachers made the actual 
appointments after having heard from t*5 Gauloiter. 


The witness disazrood with the Organization Book of Loy inso 
imed that the Geu leaders of academic teachers had four sub-offi 
tnoss did not know of a single Gau academic teachors! leader who 

sub-office. Ordinarily these officials aid not have a secreta 

istant. 


The same discrepancies as described above existed between th 
ents! Association as thoy were actuslly sat up and as they were 
Terts Organization Book. 


On cross examination it w^: olicitod from the witness that the 
Dozentenschaft representative reported to the Gauleiter concerning the 
scientific and political qualifications end attitudes of prospective appointees 
to a studont body or a SOME body. This inquiry ad the Gauleiter was 
referred by ie Gau Dozen ehrer to tho local Dozentenfuechrer, and the 
answer wont back in & reverse a i One copy of the answer was sent to 
the Gauleiter and another copy to the Reich Dozentenfuehrer. This procedure 
was in fulfillment of paragraph 26 of the Civil Service Law, which required 
that ^n oirant must be certified b, oithor a state or political office 
before he was allowed to work for the new State. This practice hac dee! 
in vogue before 1933. The witness denied that the purpose of this 
invest in the Gau Dozentenfuehrer the duty to see to it that teachers and 
students were politically reliable but insisted that thei neern was with 
scientific eei The extent of the report of a 
cerning the political reliability of eer tc ) : 
whether or not he was a Party member. “he thess himse Rector of the 
Friedrich—Wilhelm University of Bonn hei appointed many tant professors 
who were not Party members and had givon a mic honors to many people who 
were not members of the Nazi Party. 

The witness was sskod why, if i true 2s he asserted that 

SA rA: in no wa a had to be 

ent from the acac.emic teache Gcr to the uloito le answered that 
ies Gauleiter received inquirio ‘om highor Headquarte nd he wanted to 
know the opinion of the Dozontonfuohror. at tho ae tiro the Geule iter 
inquired of the Kroisloitung ond the SD. 

The witness testifi suring the last period of - 

Socialism most students were Party martors because they came ane the 
Youth.  Eowever, it was not neco T “~o b, a Party member in ordor to be a 
nember of the universi It we yuested inat students join“: Party 
organization. On redirect examination the witness again emphasized the fact 
that tho Gau Dozentcnfuehrers d tho Gau Studontenfuehrers had the primary 
responsibility of reporting on the sciontific qualifications of people who 
were to be appointed, nominated treisferrod in academic or student jobs. 
This assignmo.t wos given to these ac^ ^omic and student officials because 
the “reisteiters nnd the SD men to whem tho responsibility for a report was 
first ass. zrei hai «o qualifications to evaluate the scientific ability of 
applicants tor sing and stulleat positions. 


Program and ‘Policy 


a SEE 06.02 


Bo Teachers! Associations 


ka vazi I Part 


of tho :cadomic Toackhers! Association did not boli 
that poin ie , two, and three cf tho Nazi Party Frozram, dealing respo 


with a unifio | Ad PEE Reich, the demand for oqual rights for the 
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people, anc the demand to cancel the peace Treaty of VerseiYles ani to 
re-establich erman colonies, were pert of 3 plan for domination and 
conquest. They believed that these cojectives would be reach by merne 
of peaceful discussion. Furtherrore, the witness and his associates woro 
convinced of the sincerity of the Hid. Loadership in tho Nazi Peor. 


The witness professed to have never believed or hoerd that ths 
Nazi Party policy, with respect to tho ^bolition of parlicmenisary process, 
the contralization of law in tho criz, tho cuactment .f protectiv. custody 
statutes, tho exclusion of Jews, and “ho substitutior of or- of tho Gurmen 
Labor Fronts for the various traĵo u~ions, was. all part of a pisi for war. 


Tho witness had always hoa'i that a good National Socialist coul’. 
also bocomo a good Christian. 


FIRMA 
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Dr. Karl Franz Chudoba, a witness for the Corps of Political 
Leaders, save the following ovidonce regarding tho SA: 


The witness tostifiod that ho was conversant with certain dovelop- 
ments in student membership in tho Nazi Party, as a rosult of his oxperionce 
as Rector at the Univorsity of Bonn. EHe did not loarn these things from 
havin: beon a Gau Dozontonfuohror or a Gau Dozontonleiter. 


In the year 1933 and 1934 thore was an obligation for poople 
who wished to be registered at a university to belong to the SA or one of 
its organizations. The SA Univorsity Office oxisted only during 1933 and 
1934 and the above requiremont wos later abandoned. The requirement that 
studonts belonged to tho SA was unsuccessful primarily because of forcible 
student opposition. 


Aftor this experiment was -handoned there was uninterrupted pressure 
on the students to become mombers of tho Party becauso studying was consid- 
ered & privilege, the expense of which was borne by tho State. Tho local 
Btudont Organizations and Student Works demanded that students belong to 2 
Party orgenization before any financial support could bo givon thom. The 
Student Works were registoroà sociot'^s which were subordinate to tho 
directives of the Reich Education Mi-. stry, an official State suthority. 

In 1938 211 Students! Associations v ive dissolved and attached to tho NS 
Studentenbund. Membership in this Studentenbund was voluntary but bolonging 
to it automatically onteilod bolonging to a Party organization, In 1956 
membership in the Studentonbund beca:. obligatory for students in tho first 
three scmestors. 


Summarized by: 


J. S. CONWAY 
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The witness was uncer the impression that in perts of Germeny 
of his arer some groups of SA men had been usec for reprehensible 
He believo?, however, that these were smeller groups using thi 
SA which were in the hands of some Party orgenizetion in 
brutealitics. 


b. 


The gencr^l rules for the SA enjoining on SA 
vere quite corortible vith Christien philosovhy ine 
ings of the bishops. At these mo.tings, however, 
express wernings sgninst ebuses. 


The recciness to snerifices Ves life in P just wer for Love 
¥etherlond wee consicered by the chureh 2 Christien virtue. 


In 1933 and 1934, Crtholics felt thet : Netionnl Socl^li: ne 
org^nizntions sponsored. icers which hic. been T fe vorc anë secepted 
Christian cuthorities, Tt wes necessary, hovever, bnet icces 
race orice ane the tenconey torerc brutality shoul be Cisnpproved. 


The program of the Nazi. Party, insefer as it profcssea the oblige tion 
the private ovner torerc common welfero en % the same time, circ: 
naturel right of private ovmership, ins in hermony vith the principi: 
published in the Encyelic^l "Qusedregecsl 


i ^A mice efforts to vin the frvor 
members, [n edéition, there 7735 publie 
tag on ET Mareh 1923 
he teaching of religi 
concluded Concordat 
levder of r. stnte 

' not inten? 


In the Catholic ar 
SA dic not inculge in.any ^etlvities 


off in. their fidelity to the church. 


Three phases tere noticeable in regard to uniforncóo ettonó?scnee by SA 
men nt religious cercmonics. In t arli $ pcr io the church forbade 
any of its nenbers to attend services in uniform, mring the time in 
ly -fter the Concorcat and certain frvornble stetements of Hitler 
revoked its prohibition, me it wes customary for SA groups to ettene 
in a body. During this time »1so the SA org:niantion made propogtnc: 
of various unit ettenc-nees at chureh coremonics, fter vr revival 
irreligious sctivity in the Party, the Party itsclf forb: LL of 
organization mesbers to tpperr in ‘tel garb ot church service 
This lest rule vies invoked so ns to prevent incivicuel organization 2 mer bers 
from moking uniformed rppearances at church os incivicunl ccaono tre 

g^inst officiel snti-chureh poliey. The highest authorities 

evinee the seme hostility sgoinst the c ne individu 

eo Bormenn, Streicher, Hon wre: and Go 
congpicuous cnemies of Christi 


The supreme commend of th 
; was done in ecrts*in newsprpers like "D Schwarse Korps" ny 
Stürmer", nor cid SA lerders, to witness! knowledge, inculge 
irreligious songs snc propsganen, e Orgrnis^tion newspener, 
aid not publi sh nrticles sgninst religion or erticles nttaci 
Grtholicisn. 





In the witnes:! area the avers; 
against religion. On the contrary 


personalities agalüsU iti-chuircn 


"els 
acbàviby " 


On cross—-exanination, the witnes 
organizations, adopted snd executed a program 
suppressed, But he believed that the SA, 
functioning instrument of the Pert, was of 
church program. 


no 
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in causing an interruption in the 
cepted without question the rhe 
of the metericl contained 
deseribed were typical the bslkioná 
that this vrs one of the specinl group 
referrcc, His attention vos then 
people going under the l 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF FRETIHEi.A& FRIEDRICH KARL VON EBERSTEIN, 
WITNESS FOR THE SS TAKEN BEFORE 


A COMMISSION ON 


6 JULY 1946 


SUBJECT: The Roehm Putsch. 

The Non-Particir tion of the SS in the Demonstrations of 
9 November 19° 

The Activities of vhe Allgemeine SS during the War. 

The Position of Higher SS snd Police Lesder Within the 
Homeland. 

Concentration Camps. 

The Action Against Dr. Rascher and the Biological Experi- 
ments. 


ess jo} | October i9 He entered the SA in 1925 
and servec o again entered the SA in 1930 and served until 
1933. He jo 1 the gemeine SS in 1926 and served till 1930. 

He entered the lgemeine SS ag^in ir 1935, serving till 1945. 

entered the Waffen SS on l July 1044, z nd served in it till the enc of the 
war. Witness od from 1936 till 1945 in munich ns e higher SS and 
police lender. 


Ts Activities Relating to Article 6 of the Charter 
The Roehm putsch 
In June 1934, witness was in charge of the SS Obernbschnitt i d 
^: 


week before 30 June, he was summoned by plene to Himmler's Hq. i 
was told thet Roehm was planning a Putsch ən was instructed to 


ith his army district commancer and to quietly alert his SS Ober 
petai POE witness contacted his army district chief enc 


alerted the Allgemeine SS in Saxony tho were kept in the barracks and off 
the strects during the critical days. Witness stated that it vas relativ 
ly quiet in Saxon; 


On 30 June, Obersturmbann: Cer Bente of the SD, who was not uncer 
witness! jurisciction, showed h' .* special order of Heydrich s listing 
28 people “ho were to be arreste or shot As it was not clear who 

to be arrested and who was to be shot, n Bpecinl courier was dispatched b, 
auto to Rerlin to contact Heydrich. He returned with on order to exec 

8 of the men gis high treason over Heydrich's signature. Witness stat 
that the 8 people were known to be terrorists and belonged to a bad clemoa 
In Dresden, p arrests vere carried out by the Beveitschoft group, and t 
executions by the Reichsgruppenfu chrer of Saxony. 


On crossexnmination, the witness claimed thet the executions were 
"legalt ond tacrefore could not be termed as murder, 


"d ‘tho Non-participstion of the SS in the Demonstretions 


Se oe ———————X 


3 Norer mber 1938 


On 9 Noverber 1938 witness vas SS Obersturmbennfuchrer in Munich, 
police proside™:t iu. pied end «ief of police in the office of the 
Minister of the Piterior for Bavaria. Witness was not in the bsllroon 
Munich et the tine pde mede his speech vhich resulted in the demons 
tions He had slrendy left with Hitler. He first knew of the events 
23.30 “that evening : on he was told thet a synagogue was burning, and a fr 
minutes later thet Castle pleneck was burning end that the police were asl 
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directive of the Reich minister of the Interior of 1938. (The officials 
of the police forces vere the chief of the mein office of the orcer police 
and chief of the main office of the security police. Their orders vont t 
higher SS nnd police leaders only for informationel purposes anc they were 
representatives of the Reichsfuehrer SS for the police organizetions). 
Jurisdiction of the Allgemeine S3 wes in the hends of the Obernbschnitt of 
the Allgemeine SS who in some enses was rlso Higher SS and Police Lender. 


Before 1941 the Higher SS end Police Lenders were corried by the Reic 
minister of the Interior ^s members of the order police in their orm 
personnl positions. In 1941 tho- became major generals of the police ^ro 
were then considered 5s local officers of the Commanders. Witness rcg^z 
the creation of the position of gigher SS and Police Lescers ns a futile 
effort of Himmler to create a state security corps. 


Specifically, their duties vere as follows; 


To act ns a Circct representative of Himmler at all official functions 
of the Party, state or «rmy; to insure close cooperation between all 
offices uncer Himmler in the sren of the Party, state end army; to insure 
^ close cooperntion between both SS anc police rs n unified course in 
certain events, such ^s securit sasures, catastrophes, etc; to take the 
position of Gerichtsherr in SS police courts of their particular corps 
erea. (This vns not due to th: jurisdiction, but because they were the 
highest renking SS snd police oí;ieers in the eren). They did not hove or 
disciplin-ry povers ever SS -nd police. They h^c cisciplinary powers ov. 
the Allgemeine SS if they nlso acted as Oberabschnittsfuehrer. They alco 
had the duty of combining SS nnd police units in order to put down cemor.. tz 
tions, etc. 


Be Concentration Camps 


The witness stated that Albart, 2 witness for the Gestapo, who 
appeared before the Commission, vns not correct in saying thet a liaison r 
was appointed with the Higher SS end Police Leaders to insure the use of 
coneentretion eamp prisoners for incustri^l work. The use of the inmates 
wes regulated by locsl employment offices in connection vith the camp Ho, 
accorcing to witness. 


Dachau wns located in vitne. ! aren, but the camp was a completely 
sepnrate "nd incepencent organization, snc the Higher SS and Police Lender 
had nothing to do with it. He had never henrd of mass extermination in 
the enmp although he visited it from time to time. 


Document 2376-PS, nn affidavit by 2 Mr. Milcner, stated thet orders 
for the sonfinement o of Jews came from Reichsfuehrer SS Himmler. These 
orcers were directed to the loenl Higher SS and Police offices. The li-:- 
son man on Jevish questions to the Higher SS and Police Leaders wns 
Obersturmo^nnfucehrer Eichmann. itness state he had never heard of 
Fichmann «itis. the present trials and as far ns he knew the orders went 
directly tc tre State Gestapo c ‘+e md the Gestapo main office, and bee: 
the Higher $3 -ui Police Leader c nething to do with concentration er 
there vts nc nevsss tv for such .iaison mon. 


The witness: ee of un investigation committee from the SS corps wh? 
hrd made sone fas >y into conditions in concentration camps, but he cic 
participate in this action. He -phasized egain that he had no right 
be officinll; active in the camps. 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF HANS SHLICH, WITNESS FOR 
ee Se oco ee ee t I ETE T «rnm 


— —À— T. an eod. ui me la. SS ene 


ZHE SD TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION ON THE 


In this connection Defense Counsel stated that he wished to show: 


(1) Since the esteblishment of the RSHA in 1939 the SD was not 
responsible for Jewish problems. 


(2) The SD did not conspire to commit crimes against humanity nor 
(id it have any control over concentration camps, Wo crimes against peace 
were committed, 


(3) The SD aie not carry out executions of political or racial 
"undesirables", If such executions were carried out, knowledge of them was 
confined to only a small circle of ers of the SD, The SD did not carry 
out the "bullet order" or the "Nacht und Nabel decrees. 


(4) The SD was not concerned with the deportation of foreign work- 
ers, but on the contrary participated in the immigration and evacuation of 
foreign subjects from Germany. 


Witness was group leader of Section III B of the SD. This section 
dealt with problems of population and publie hygiene. Witness held this 
position from 1940 onwards. 


ating to Article 6 of the Charter. 


Jewish Proble 

The SD did not deal with Jewish problems or carry out tho 
extermination of Jews. In cross examination witness stated that although 
th ro were still Jews in Germany af'!-. i.. . or, the SD was not concerned 
with them, They reported, however, on all sections of the population which 
were likoly to be hostile to the regime. 


All problems concerning Jews were dealt with by the G=STAPO, 
Witness admitted that reports on Jews were occasionally made by his depart~ 
ment, Section III B and after some discussion revealed that the so-called 
Central Department No, 2 (i) did deel with Jewish questions, Ased by the 
Prosecution whether since the SD were concerneà with racial problems the 
Jewish problem was not therefore an important one, witness answered that the 
Jewish problem was not a problem of raced 


2. Functions of Section III B of the SD. | Lnprisonnent, of tun- 
Gesirables". 


The functions of the above group consisted of intelligence 
reports on the "moral attitude and opinions of the people on events and 
the decroos of the authorities", These reports had special referrnce to 
questions of race and public hygienc. They also referred to questions of 
"Volxsdum" which witness described as the study of racial and cultural 
characteristics. 


ihe general directives given to witness's section were that 
(&) tho SD had no exocutivo but merely intelligence dutics, and (b) Section 


IIl B was to confine its work tc observing "formations and peculiarities of 
racial life", 


"T Y 
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Shown Document No. R-112, witness stated that the SD was not 
concerned with the resettlement ofGermans in Poland who before the war had 
been hostile to tho Reich. Where euch German nationals were to be taken 
into protective custody the “expert advice" of the SD was reauested bofore 


a decision was made by the GESTAPO as to whether thoy were undesirable. 


(During a discussion regerding the nature of this document, wit- 
noes stated that the SD wouid not apply for protective custody, This oould 
only bo dono by the GESTAPO. The SD (Section III B) only gave an export 
Opinion on the "Volxdum aspect”. ) 


In cross examination the witness stated that the Sd was en in- 
formation sorvico of tho Party and made reports to it on the attitude of 
German nationals, In consequence the SD had to find out the names of people 
whose opinions were not favorable to the Party, He also stated that this 
apolied to groups of people who might be in opposition to a particular decree 
of the Government. 


The agents employed in Germany and elsewhere were ‘mown as V 
men and reported to branch offices of the SD, The GZSTAPO did not act on 
reports by the SD. It had its own netro- of confidential agents. 


Shown Document L158, witness was eskod whether there was cdopera— 
tion between the GESTAPO and the SD (Section III B). He was was prepared to 


adnit that they were concerned with similar matters. Section III B was con- 
cerned in answering questions concerning the resistance in occupied territory. 


S. 


The task of Section IIIB of the SD was also to gother informa- 
tion on the population of occupied territories."in their most essential forms 
of life" . 


Witness said that he was acquainted with the activities cf tho 


Einsatzgruppon, His section received reports from members of the SD who be- 
longed to tho Einsatzgruppen on the effect on the morele of the population 

of the shooting of the Russian Jews. Nothing was said of mass extermina- 

tion but in any case this was a matter for tho RSEA, In some cases tho popula- 
tion were reported to "deplore" such shootings, in other cases to havo 
actually participated. There were no reports after 1943 in this connection. 


Witness emphasized that the SD was an intelligence service and 


as it had no executive powers, it could order no shootings but merely reported 
their effects, 


Witness denied having seen the entire roport of Hinsatzgruppen A 
contained in Document L-180 but ssid he might have seen parts of it or have 
heard of matters in it that concorned his section, 


Asked whether the SD uscd gas vans he seid that this had never 
been tho case, (The Prosecution objected to furthor quostioning on tho sub- 
joct of Einsatzgruppen, saying thet tho witness "obviously knew nothing about 


Einsatzgruppon'! 


s * > a * 2 L] 1 | 
Witness explained in cross examination that in occupied. torri= 


tories the functions of tho GESTAPO end SD were divided as follows, The 
GHSTAPO was concerned with the security and the SD with what he described as 
"spheres of life", which meant the effect of the resistance of the Norwegian 


population on the economic and political situetion in Norway. 


Questioned further on the subject of cooperation between the SD 
and the @ZSTAPO, witness agreed that SD representatives were frequently press 


ent at conferences with the GESTAPO ana were consulted before executive 
Measures wore taken. 


~ Oo = 
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Witness was also cross examined concerning the so-called 
Race and Settlement Office, The witness stated that the racial theories 
employed by the Lace and Settlement Office were not the same as those 
which concerned the work of research of the SD Croup III B, He reiterated 
that while it was possible that the SD might have participated in discussions 
concerning the deportation or elimination of certain groups of people, 
they never participated in the exccutive measures. 


In further cross examination by the American Prosecution con- 
cerning the Einsatzgruppen, witness was shown Document R-112 - USA 308 where 
reference is made to the joint reauest of the GZSTAPO and the SD for appli- 
cation for orders for protective custody in concentration camps. Witness 
had already said that he believed this order had never been carried out. 

His attention was then called to the last paragraph. No. 6, which states 
that the SD were to report continuously on Poles “suitable for Gorneniza- 
tion" to the RSHA, Witness had no comment to make upon this. 


He was also shown Docv" « '.^'" PS and agreed that he 
recognized the signature of tiie Chief ofthe SD Ohlendorf. The Prosecution 
then rend the affidavit of Ohlendorf concerning the activities of the 
Tins^tzgruppo D in Russia in which it is stated that approximately 90,000 
men, women and children were liquicated. Most of these were Jéws. Asked 
whether this didn't show that his statem nt that memoers ofthe SD had 
nothing to do with the execution of the Jews was not strictly accurate, 
witness answered that such executions "did not belong to the orders which 
were furnished to the members of the AMT III for their employment in the 
East", If members of the SD did take part in the execution of Jows 
they did not do that by way of their intelligence service instructions but 
"on ordors of the commander during their Einsatzgruppen activities 


The alleged agreoment to exterminate Russian prisoners of War 
did not concern the SD, Shown PS 1650 "tho bullet decree", D-569, Treatment 
of Prisoners of War, PS 1514, transfer of Prisoners of War to the GESTAPO, 
witness stated that the Sd was not concerned with the execution of those 
orders, The SD was, however, concerned with countor-intelligence among 
prisoners of war, eg., the effect of prisoner of war empioyment on the popu- 
lation in general, 


In answer to the Prosecution, witness explained that Document 
115 PS -- USA 244 concerning Russian prisoners of wer who were to be shot in 
concentration camps, was only sent to the SD for information and not for 
action, Witness stated that the SD department to which he belonged reported 


on the transportation of prisoners of war and on the conditions prevailing 
in eastern territories. 


Witness declared that the SD concerned itself with German 
minorities and their problems but not with the deportation of nationals 
of occupied territory, The SD haQ no authority to punish foreign workers 


nor, alleged by the Prosecution, did they assert any control over them 
within the Rzich, 


Witness was shown Document L 61, dated 26 November 1922 sub- 
mitted by the Prosecution to show that the SD took part in deportations. 
he said that in this case the SD is only referred to in connection with the 
office of the "Chief of Security Police and SD", The deportation in ques- 
tion wes not authorized by the Reichs Fuchrer SS as the result of reports 
made by the SD, 


Witness in cross exsmination reiterated his previous statemend 
that the SD was not concerned with any executive measures with rogard to 


&eportation but was occasionally consulted by tho offices concerned. 


a NE 
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Witness was refcrred to Page 36 of the German transcript of 
the SS trial bricf which reads “Immigration central offices were elected 
to proceed with evacuation under th .t. i ion of the Chief of the 
EDNE ANY Police and oD ang of he. RSA" e Witness expiaine q that thez 'e Was 


Aol ett to the Reich on ii Yo] kum princip le". The SD was concerned 
with this immigration but not in the intelligence or deportation sphere. 


II; Knowl: 


the Einsstzegruppen,. 

stated that only persons dealing with the Einsatz- 
eruppen knew of the pier on shootings of tan and other peopie made by 
the SD, In witness's group of 90 persons, he imated that only three or 
four persons could have known, 


Sugmarized by: A.M.S. NEAVE 
Lt. Colonel, AAG 
Commissioner 
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fARY OF BVIDENCE OF KARL ENGELSERT WITNESS 


FOR THO CORPS OF POLITICAL LEADERS ORGANIZATION 


TAKEN BEFORE. A COMMISSION ON 


7? JUNE 1346 TRANSCRIPT PAGES 1126 TO 1145 


19 JUNE 1946 TRANSCRIPT PAGES 1081 TO 1087 


Authority, responsibility and.duties of Kroiswirtschsfts- 
boraters (advisors on the staff of a Kreislciter), Block- 
leiters and Zellenloitors. 


Witness was 2 technical engineer in the city of Bonn. He 
was counssllor in charge of building activitios thoro since 1924. Ho 
joined the Party on May 1, 1933, never having belonged to one of tho 
democratic parties in Germany prior to that time. On April 20, 19957 
he received a letter from the gauleiter in Cologne appointing him 
economic advisor to the kreisleiter. This position he filled until 
the capitulation. (p. 1128) 


I. Activities Relating to Article 6 of the Charter 


l. Activities of Kroiswirtscheftsboreters, 
Blockleiters 2nd Zollonloeitcrs 





Some of the kroiswirtscheftsboraters were selectod from 
industry and trade. Others wore Civil Servants who were concerned 
with cconomic matters. The position came under the disciplinary 
jurisdiction of the kroisloitor and directives were rocoived from 
tho tauwirtschaftsberater who was on the staff of the gaulcitor and 
who in turn received his instructions from tho gauleit»r and from 
tho deputy of tho Fuohror. (pp. 1127, 1128) 


Witness! job was counsollor to the kroisloiter and to his 
follow citizens on matters economic. People came to him for tax infor- 
nation. Until the outbreek of war he hold monthly economic conferences 
with the representatives of industry, trade, tho German Labor Front 
and the crafts, and reported on these conferences to tho kroisloitor. 
These conferences dealt with such problems as monetary, raw materials, 
ond labor supply. After the outbreak of war tho army tock cera of 
industrial establishments and the conferonces were then held only 
occasionslly for the purpose of giving advice to individual citizens. 
(p. 1129) 


There wore other professional offices within tho kreis which 
Goalt with health, education, Civil Servants, technique, legal advisors, 
trades, industry, community policy, and agricultural policy. (p. 1129 ) 


Witness in his position of economic advisor participated in 
conferences which were held every two or three months and wore attended 
by tho kroisloitor and his other professional advisors. At these meotings 
tho kreisloiter gave a general review of the situation and asked for opin- 
ions and sugeestions on matters of common interest. A schedule of im- 
portent dates was announced. Such moctings averaged about one and a half 
hours in length. (p. 1130) 


Witness did not participate in the monthly conferences which 
tho kroisloitor held with his political advisors. Witnoss' only con- 
nection with the kreisleiter was to advise those who were sent to him 
by the kreisleiter for information on economic matters. Other than that 
he received no orders from the kreisloitor. Ho had no connection with 
other Nazi organizations, such as the SA, the SS, and the German Labor 
Front. (p. 1130) 
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Witness had never seon the Ley Organizations Book of the Nazi 
Party. He had a knowledge of Hitler's order in which it was directed 
that no person should know any more then was necessary for tho fulfil- 
ment of his tasks but ho had not learned of this order as a political 
leader but as a Civil Servant merely. Ee never received any secret 
ordors. (p. 1131) 


It wes not proper to call kreiswirtschaftsberaters political 
leadors in the full sense of the word. They had no concern with polit- 
ical questions. It was true, however, that any office holder was called 
æ, political leader in tho terminology used by tho Party. (pp. 1131, 
1132 


Nothing was known within the staff of the kreisleiter to which 
he bolongod with rogard to planning for aggressive war. Whon war did 
break out in 1939 tho public reaction was one of gravity and dotormins- 
tion. (yp. 1133) 


There was no possibility for those on the advisory staff of 
tho kroisleitor to exert even tho influence of a suezostion upon the 
legislation of tho Third Reich. (p. 1133) 


On cross examination the witness tost¥fies hat he had 
heard of no obligation or no duty of the blockleiter to keep a vard 
index for every person in tho block. He testified that ho did not do 
this when he was acting blockleiter during tho summer months of 1936. 
He was shown that part of Document D 901-A which was an instruction 
from tho gauleiter in Colocne, dated January 31, 1941, and which reforreč 
to tho orders of May 1, 1938 relating to the necessity of uniform pro- 
cedure ia the keeping of card indices of households. Fe never received 
such a directive; although it was from his own gauleiter in his own Gau. 
His attention was called to paragraphs of this document which related 
to tho filling in of data on these cards regarding the political opin- 
ions of the people. He was not willing to concede that such data was 
spying. He was shown an instruction that those cards should not be 
filled in by the people themselves but that the information should be 
prepared by the blockleiter on tho basis of frequent visits to the house- 
hold. He then conceded that this would be spying but he did not bolicvo 
that this information was gathered for the purpose of turning certain 
people over to the Gestapo or the SD but that it was for use in ch 
up on those who applied for responsible positions as Civil Servants 
(pp. 1083 to 1085) 


Within the kreis of OCologne—Aachen to which witness belonged, 
it was necessary that political leaders perform for three-month periods 
the functions of blockleiter and zellenleiter. The witness fulfilled 
these requirements by serving for three months as deputy to a block- 


loiter and three months as deputy to ^ zollonloiter. p. 1138) 
Y - 


Eo denied that these leaders were smell dictators of the popu- 
lation and that they had any police duties or authority over tho police. 
They had no authority over the liberty or lives of citizens. They were 
not in any senso bearers of sovereignty but only fulfilled the orders of 
the ortszruppenleitors. To all essential purposes they wore not as 
important nor did they have as much authority, responsibility, knowledge 
and privilezes as had those who were assistants and co-workers of the 
ortszrupponloitor and who have not been included within the indictmont. 
The block and zell losdors did not have any right to enlist the holp of 
any Party formations to enforce their instructions. (pp. 1138, 1139) 


These minor political leaders were supposed to gain the confi- 
dence of the people within their district. It was not to their advantage 
to spy on their people. (p. 1140) 


Block and zollonleiters had no interest in tho domestic or 


foreign policy,or in the planning of aggressivo war, or in crimes against 
humanity, or infractions against the rules of warfare. (p. 1140) 


TS ae 
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2. Folitical activity as affoctins tho churches 


To the witness’ knowledge, most political leaders belonged to 
^ Christian church. He himself had been active in church effairs and 
continued to be so. It was the seme with the other political leaders 
in his district. He could not remember any instructions from the gau- 
loitcrs or kroisloiters to leave the church; although he did recall that 
a conference of advisors to the kreisleiter in 1938 started to discuss 
the matter cf leaving the church. The kreislciter forbade further dis- 
cussicn on this subject. (yp. 1132) 


The political leaders took no part in the persecution of the 
hristian churches as far as witness knew nor were they aware of the 
intention of the hizh Party leaders to fight azainst the church. In 
his capacity as 2 hich Civil Servant he did learn of the confiscation 
cf church property by the Gestapo. (pp. 1134, 1135) 


On cross examination the witness was shown ^ sorios of 
lottors from an crtsgruppenleiter to 2 kreisleiter, which was takon 
from Document D901. «A letter, dated February 20, 1939, informed the 
kreisleiter of meetinzs of the Confessional Front in a particular church. 
The witness believed that this was a particular case snd repeated that 
no such instance happened in his district. That information had orisi- 
nated in ^ particular block. He agreed that the procedure which was 
recorded in the document, nanely, the turning over of the affair to 
the Gestapo, was the procedure which would be indicated in such » case. 
(p. 1082) 


3. Aactivitios Acsinst the Jews 

Witness knew nothing of the instructions contained in Document 
F.S. 3051 U.S. 0520, a telegram by Ley, datod November 10, 1938, to all 
State police officers, in which it was ordered that these Gestapo offi- 
cials cooperate with the political leaders in arranging the anti-Jewish 
demonstrations. (pp. 1135, 1136) 


The advisors to the kreisleiter had no part in requiring the 
; of yellow stars by Jews, in the denial of their rizht to partici- 
elections, in restriction with regard to the living quarters of 
ews, in their forced labor, in confiscation of their property, in 
deportations, and lastly in mass murder in the Zast and in concentration 
camps. No information concerning what happened at the concentration 
cups came to the attention of these political advisors. (p. 1136) 


Tho witness during his short terms ^s block and zoll leaders 
did not learn of tho order of the Gau of Coblonz-Trior, in which the 
Propasanda Department instructed the kreisleiters, with rogard to tho 
fight against the Jews. He knew nothing of thc measures which were 
enjoined in that document (274 U.S. 729): setting up e: sub-committee 
within tho kreis to inform the kreis of all those whe bou:ht from the 
Jows. Block and zell leedors would not have been the ri&-t porsons to 
supervise this typo of work because they invariably worked at their own 
occupations during the day time. Furthermore, it would have interfered 
with the confidence of the people which was necessary for the perforusnee 
of their tasks. This typo of order would have been sent to the Props- 
genca Department. Witness romembored tnat when ^ list of the Jewish 
stores was sent to the kreis office in Bonn the kreisleiter prohibited 
its publication. On cross examinntion the witness maintained tho position 
that tho boycott of the Jows, as it was practiced in 1933, was not a forr 
of persecution. He admitted, however, thet burning of synagogues and 
consicnine of Jews to concentration camps was persecution. He concodod 
that soizure of property which belonged to Jews for a tenth of its value 
w2s porsocution as wes also requiring the Jews to wear yellow stars on 
thoir backs. (pp. 1142, 1143) 
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Mistrestmont of Allicd Fliers 


witness never learned of any instructions from *roisloitor 
Bormann to the Party leaders that they should not interfere with the lynch- 
ing of Allioà fliors who were grounded in German territory. (p. 1136) 


III. Knowledge of Criminal Activities 


The participation of prominent mombers of the Corps of Political 
Leaders early in 1933 occurred before the witness took office and prior 
to tho date when most of tho offices of professional advisors were created 
Steff mombors of tho kraisieciters know nothiag of the activities of the 
Xinsstzt»eb Rosent« 3 in looting ar» treasures in German occupied torri- 
torics. (p. 1185) 


The witness himself 2nd others in a similar position were 
ne 2r informed of Hitler's instructions to Reichs Leader Bouhler and 
wr. Brendt, which authorized certain physicians to administer morcy 
killings in casos of people desperately ill. He was not sure that tho 
advisor to the kroisloiter on health matters had not heard of such rosu- 
lations. (pp. 1136, 1137) 

The witness knew that foroizn labor was being used in Germany 
but boliovod that they were fed and paid properly. He did not know of 
their nistreatnont in the arca sround Cologne; although he did admit 
that thoy were used to clear debris after an air raid on that city. 

(p. 1143) 


Witness admitted that all those in positions similar to his knov 
of concentration camps, the persecution of the Jews, the activiti 
the Gestapo, and the employment of foreign labor in the Reich. ( 
1144) 


While he stressed tho lack of influence of the individual 
political leaders in tho lower brackets, tho witness admitted that ox 
for them the Party machine could never have functioned. He sai nn, 
that people took these jobs and stayed in them because tho Party had 
À good things. He justified this support of the Nazi Party oven in 

ce of its depredations on tho ground that tho other political 
had not been brave onouzh to balance the budget or withhold 
ron the institutions of their political friends. It was the 

of parliamentary institutions which necessitated the emergency 


4, 


sures adopted by the Nazi Party. (pp. 1144, 1145) 


Summarized b 


CONWAY 





TET 


ENCE OF 


SUBJECT: 


received 
Congress. 
endan neer 
informed, on 





IT 


SUMMARY OF TYIOPj^7 OF ECIJZ JOACHIM GRAF 


SS TA: BEFORE CO ii SSION 


TRANSCRIPT PAGES 913-920 AND PAGES 774-786 


SUBJECT: Activities of the Research and Seminar Department AHT7i"RB™ 
(heritage of our ancestors) and Interpreting Departments of 
the SS and of the 5th SS Mountain Army. 


Counsel rought te prove that the above Departments per formed 
no criminal activities (Page 913). Witness was consultant in the "Research 
and Seminar Department’ of the Heritage of our Ancestors" (AHM™NTRBE), The 
aim of this orgenization was research on the "cultural heritage of the Indo 
Buropesnpeople" on the basis of a new Uwrcpeen World, 


Scientists were attracted to this Organization because they 
pore well paid and received funds for research, They were keeping in 
touch with foreign Scientists, including those in America, as late as 1941 
(Page 914). Their rani in the SS was honorary, They were not connec ted 
with the extermination of Jews.  "itness entered the WATFEN-SS in 1939 and 
Claimed this research department did nothing criminal while he was there 
(Page 915), 


+ 


Ir.UmqpUDDTM 
-da's Jal DI 


He denied, in 
& medicel or 
ar ie AEMZNZEBZ (Page 774). Tho only 
ween the AZ/ET:233 and the "Reichs Research vounci was a 
"ael union", 


He denied any knowledge prior to rex lag iu the nrrvsmpers 
-f experiments conducted on inm-tes of concentreti^ tam... The read of 
the Reichs Research Depertmort during the war «os t> Stand ctenfuchrer 
Sievers (Page 775), He stated also that the J-peri.sent cf .^so-rch of the 
AHKZAIGDE corpriscd (1) the Research and Antica Do.-r&mcu5. and (2) Gorman 
Psychology and Civilization Department.  Thore wis 7780 n ^ part -at tuat 
concerned itcclf with research, working on tle '"gecioin, vr oh ws supposed 
to be an old Germen Sacred Turney. [Page 778) 


cruitine of in. Int-rpretir: 


SS. Methods ^7 Y: .-2rrog2tion + .2 Ticotmont - 
War. ^ 


Witness was oler à to found t'w Interpretine Division of 
the WFTEN-SS in 1941. This “ev. “tment was eevablished owing to aifficulty 
of ‘obtaining suit ble iatorpretu. o from the tiny (Page 915;. S nse there 
were à l.rge number of Volksdentrunon (Germans living abroni) in tho WAFFEN. 
SS ther: were mony interpreters «3 his disposal, Interpreters were trainod 
according to intcrnational low an? to int rrogato POW's, 


Witness told his pupils that prisoners of wer wore deserving 
of our "humene and porsonal estem, Tho obtaining of military i::formation 
wes crly of "secondary importance", Third degree methods were not allowed 
and the Geneva Convention was to be observed (Page 916). None of the reports 
submitted by the interpreters to the witness ever showed evidence of illegal 
Bm Ho remained in charge of this Division up to August 1943 (Page 
GET) é 


in cross examination witnoss Genied thet instructions for the 
'Ureters came from either the Army, the security police or the SD (Page 778), 
instructions were always received through the High Command (Page 779). The 
interpreting Givision belonged to the Technical Operations Staff of the 
WAFFEN-SS (Peso 780), 
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In cross oxsmination witness stated th^t interrogation was 
usually carried out by officers accompanicad ty anterpretors but if the 
prisoncr was cf low rank and importance, it was sometimes Quno ty an inter- 
preter alone (Page 927) These interpreters werc not used by the Tinsatz~ 
commanders or in concentration cams, 


Shown PS 1137, witness could not say whother intorpreters for 
the WASFEN-SS would have been employed by the office for recruiting young 
men from the eastern territories for employment in the Reich (Page 928), 


In re-examination witness denied that third degree interroga- 
tions had cvor taken place. Reports were mede by the High Command stating 
that the enemy were alleging that the Gorman Army used thse methods, The High 
Command also produced evidence showing th^t the enemy themselves were doing 
this (2.go 788). Witness also said that on Page 786 that similor interroga- 
tion units were attached to all military formations and not only the WAFFEN- 


" 
SS. 


$.. Ihe Commando Order of October 1942. Treatment of the commandos 


by the WAFFEN-SS on the Dalmatian Const, Evidence of British 


Commendos. 


Witness was first interpreter with the 5th Mountain Corps of 
the 55 in April 1944, At a conference at that time the Corps Intelligence 
Officer stated that as the unit was on the Dalmatian Coast they might expect 
commendos to land and support Tito, They did not, however, intend to carry 
out Hitler's order since the commandos were in uniform and were fighting 
according to the rules of war (Page 917). It was suggested that the Corps 
Commander should issue the above instructions to all units and this was done, 


Witness stated thet he knew of a photost»tic copy of a letter 
from Lt, Colonel Jack Churchill, commander of the 2nd Service Brigade, 
expressing thanks for the correct treatment that he received, Witness interro- 
gated Colonel Churchill himself after the action on the island cf Gratz and 
did not press him to give military information although this would have been 
of great value, 


T 


The same circumstances applies to the case of th 


€ lish Lt, 
Colonel Skipwith who was also taken prisoner in txt action (Page 8 


5 
1 
4 ‘ 


4. _Ireatment of Partisans in the Balks. s.  "i*o!'s Bands. 

the 5th Mountain SS Corps was in the Balkas in the autumn 
of 144 when Tit-'s bands had become proporiy orgr:iized 551 wor» uniforms, 
They were always treated according to interr-ii0n^? law, even those who 
dic not wear uniforms and were fairly treatec and properi. fed vccording 
to the "number 3" ration rate, 


There was a prisoner of war C` Lecting como for these 
Partisans at Zonica (rage £19), It was in the charge of SS Stucibsnnfuehrer 
Keller, The camp was "pleasant", 


9. irestzent of the Civilian Popu’ ati on in the Bona. 

German SS troops tere severely punished fcr excesses towards 
the civilian population and exanyles were frequently made, Witness know 
of no order in his unit which strtea that soldiers were not to be ounished 
for such excesses (Pago920). There was, however, an order that in certain 

an sOldiers dic not heve to be punished (Page 921). 


In cross cxaminition witness dcelered thet Gorman troops were 
legally tricà for l'orgenizing! (i.o., stealing or appropriating) the 
property of tho civilian population in Russie (Page 784), 


6. Operations of Anti. Partisan Troops cer von den Bach Sijowski 


The chief of these troops, von Gon Bach Silewski, had no right 
to give orders to the SS Mountein troops, Bach Silewski's statement on page 


wes 
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2408 of the German transcript of his hearing before the Tribunal that there 
was confusion regarding the meaning of the term pertisan did not apply to 
the “uropean theater, The term vertisan was also taken to mean bandit or 
""reischnerler™ as defined in the Hague and Geneva Conventions. Bach 
Silowski's statement that this term was not clearly defined until 1944 is 
wrone. It had been agreed upon as early ^s 1942 (Page 922) and there was 
no Gifforeneo of opinion as to tho definition although there may have been 
as to the tactics employed (Page 923). 


ulsory membership. 
e AHMENTRBE. 


Members of the AdMEJUR8" were in some cases honorary members 
and they could not be forced to join (915), In cross examinetion 
re-interated this st: tement in answer to the Prosecution (Paze 925). 


rpreters for the WAFFEN-SS, 


In cross eoxsmin-tion witness stated thet interpreters were 
not recruited but were treusferred from other sections of the WAFFEN-SS. 
They voluntcered to be interproters. Up to 1%3 700 men passed through the 
witness's section, 280 of th se passe’ the ex^mination. (Page 925). 


Witness never heard «by complaint by en officer or soldier 
t he wis compelled to join thie Loprrztnent in the SS against his will, 
nor that thc unite in whi the interpreters were serving had broken the 
rules of war (Page 927). 


Terre. 


I activities of the MEN 
members erch year (Page 776 Research work by the medics? and biological 
departments wis not Vitnoee had only two very brief contacts 
with the AZM'Y"R8" during thc wor. 


In answer to the cross oxamination by the P. ssi Prosecution, 
witness seid that he hed nover heard the wore "YXinsstzerur- conncetion 
with tho intorpreting section, nor dic ho even know its masni Page 780). 


3. Hostages anc the Political Co: 

T The order of the 10th of Docero.: 1941 which stetcs thet for 
une German killed,J500 Rwsians would heve to % Lied, wes only used in 40 
copies to high renxing officers nad wes not k-own ts t o w: enese until long 
afterwards (Page 783), This was in answer to the Pussian Irce cation. 
Witness elso denied any knowledge of the so-c^311eà Commise - oréor of the 
lst of March 1941. 


Summerized by: 





MINE 


SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF LUDWIG GRAUERT, ^ 


WITNESS FOR THE SS, TAKEN FORE 


3, TAKEN BEFORE 
COMMISSION ON 


24 JUNE 1946 


UBJECT: Lack of Connection Between the Allgemeine or Regular SS and 
SD, 2nd Between the Allgemeine SS and the Gestapo 


Witness served ns State Attorney in the Prussian Justice administra- 
tion. In the early part of February 1933, he entered the Prussinn Mini- 
stry of the Interior as Chief of Police, and la ar as Ministerial 
Director. On April 14, 1933, witness vas mace Secretary of Prussia. 
This wos n few days before Goering became prime } } stor of Prussia. 
witness vas completely unknown in political cir and in 1933 Roehm 
offered him the rank of Oberfuchrer in the SS for pea io purposes. 

He was not a member of the Party . 


I. Activities Relating to Article 6 of 


Structural snd Actucl Inde 


N f 1932 t hi of the 
of the Arm his order wns cinde "Pan en's erhinet 
in June of 1932. Witness believed the may. 8 pt ns of the 8A 
or SS during the yesors 1933 ond 1934 vere n bnc pee of criminal gorls 
of the orgenizetions 3 
vere coused by frictions consequent upon H itle s rise to pover SA 
wos 2nxious to settle 
extensive mistrust oeoinst the police in Berlin and throughout Prussi-. 
Memberehin i he SS and SA had increased pidly anc many ;eople had been 
token into these organizations without ony check of their pclitienl back- 
xtent unemployec onc some were members of 


conversations vith Chief of StĦ2i oehm of the SA 
bringing the men of these t liques toverds the State 
as on offici^l in the Prussian pc. 
relieved quite n few policemen of duty, but believed 
SS onc SA as auxiliary police. In &ddition, he selected 
for posts of ce president en? he crentec v Field Gendarmerie uncer - the 
commoné of former police officer «nd lator SA Star cnkeekaimand Fritsch, 
which consistec of SA enc SS officers. en "king, the SA anc SS 
Grur;enfuchrers carried out their police officer antes very well anc those 
not were removed, with the xpprovel of Reehr E only from their 
posts, but ido fr rom SA snc SS officer 


xi 
141 
Li 


"hen the Gestapo was orgonizec in 1933 in Pru ss administrative 
and executive posts vore not to cny large extent me Be by members of 
the SS or SA. Its chief was Oberregierungsrot, later yinistericalrot, 
Daluege. Most acministrntive personnel come from administrative onc 
executive personnel from the Prussian general police. Some members of 
the SA end SS were teken into lover jobs in the Gestapo anc it was this 
fact that created the impression st the outset that the Gestapo was formed 
by SA and SS mene f was for the purpose of alleviating the severe un- 
employment that sA and SS men vere taken into the lower brackets of the 
newly-formec Gestapoe 
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On 30 June 1934, Lutze was mace Chief of Stoff of the SA. The SS 
vns taken away from the SA enc put uncer Himmler. Witness regrettec this 
separntion because he believed putzo was enpnble of organizing both organi- 
zations to the best interest of tie Reich, but yitler wanted to Civice the 
power of the SA once anc for all. The SA turne? its attention to matters 
concerning re-settlement of tho population from the city to the country, 
and the solution of the raciel question through the mecium of a racial 
corps. Those projects lec to the creation of honorary SS leacers from 
"mong the farming experts nnd ler^ers with whom the SS ccoperaterc. 


Himmler named a large number of men of incustry, nce snd medical 
circles os honorary SS lenders. No regarc wos given to ir political 
activity or membership, but the social stancing wes Hid vog very 
important. ^ number of members of aristocratic families became SS men and 
from v^rious eonvoersaticns with these, the witness grinec the impression 


that their membership did not itentouge then. 


There vere some instances in which the witness 3d 
Counsellors for unvorthy conduct, ne in these cases he based 
reports of the Oberabschnittsfuehrer of the SS. At this time the SD end 
Regular SS had no organization:1 connection with the Gestapo. e SD took 
over the Intelligence Service within the Gestapo, vith the result thet the 
Intelligence Service within the state was no lenger under State control, 
menning it was under Porty control. 


In June of 1936, witness re 2c > State Service and entered 
the Air Force. He retained his position in the S$ on oss-exmrinetion 
he stated that he tock this o rensons First of all he was 
onmosed to the organization ne o t! ' 

26 Februcry 1936, and dl; : 

ge or which he received ncerning the besting cf : esses onc general 
mistreatment by Gestapo men Ho did not want to hav e anythine to do with 
the kind of activity inte 


prior to his entry 
and managing foreman of the 
anc Iron Incustrislists He lor f 
noney to the N^zi party, to the extent of 200,000 ka vhich were never 
repaid, but he would not agree that these loans er reached the total of 
500,000 Merks. He did not believe that his appointments ^s Ministerial 
Director ond as Minister of the Interior in 1933 vere owing tc . this support 
of the Party, and mentioncd the fact that he left n better paying and less 
burdensone position in order to take the job in the Ministry. He agreed 
that the shooting of his predecessor, Ministerial Director Kinusner, on 
30 June 1934 was murder, but ot the time sew n legal basis for it in the 
law which had been passec on the 3rd of July. This in turn had its origin 
in n law of 23 March 1933. Questioned as to whether it could be any the 
less murder because a lav had been passed hy e "so-called Fuebrer", he 
maintninec that there are exameles vhich sre settled legally later. 
This lav vas passec and signed by competent authorities. He would not 
unequivocally «answer & question ^s to whether 5 law for the extermination 
of nll Jers would be right or not. 


ġe claimed that the question was too general for him to answer. 
He dic admit that the killing and gassing of the Jews ves the nost terrible 
crime he could Te was not sure of the criminal nature cf the 
killing of his 1 Ministericl Director Klrusner, because he did 
not know the MA of t ise He considered that if what he had heard 
since is the truth, then Klausner was murcerec. 


Witness knev of the Qolumbi- House in Berlin and of the moltreatment 
which occunec there. H2 had heard that the guards vere SS mon. 





At the time of tne Reichsteg fire - 28 
reported to minister Goering at the Reichste 
what measures were being taken. 
Hitler and Goering. He heard later that th 
SA men, ond he agreed with Goering's testinc 
had ordered that the fire be blamed on the C 
the regulation abolishing civil rights which 
thus based on svindle. He denied 


e 


He made 


^ 
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Witness stated that he was oc 
force which tock place in 1936 when Hitler b 
which these two orgsnisations were drawn elo 
protectors of the Reich. He knew that thi 
consequences ^n? that the corócn of central 
lestroyec. He feared that uncer such 
have clear responsibility, hecruse the s 

the State were also subordinate tc Himmler. 
was the cause of nll subsequent disxsters. 


posed to t 
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Witness knew of no ee 
the church or church Licy. 
his SS uniform. He attended 
official, he attended various 
He believec at thet time thot he 
between Catholicism and National 
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The Ministerial pirector and Chief of Police informed witness of the 
mobilization of the Regular SS throughout Prussia and that executions had 
been carried out by the Liebstandarten in Berlin and Munich. The follow- 
ing day it heenme apparent that more people had beon shot than was 
belbved nt first. Witness was told that various State Attorneys hac begun 
proceedings against unknown murcerers anc on 3 July the famous decree was 
issued under which shootings which had token place outside the State 
Martial Law were explnined ond justified. Hitler mace a speech in which 
he Ceelnrec that crines which had been committed in the name of this action 
would he AG ished by the regular courts. The Minister of Justice vns 
interested in this matter end witness supposed that Reich Chencellor 
Von Papen pany: see to its execution because tro close associates of his 
hac been shot. Witness did not concern himself further becouse it was not 

within his jurisdiction. 


Witness did not remember any cases of kic napping of people in foreign 
countries by the Gestapo. An excerpt from 2 Coeuncnt which mentioned the 
serious consequences inherent in the S ioouprins in Svitzerland of Jakob, an 
in the Netherlands of Gutzeid was produced. itness did not remember 

kia: these incidents but if trs document contained comments of his, he 

ust have had some basis for them. He had a similar conclusion with 

respect to an entry ccncerning the confinement in protective custody cf the 
Kreisleiter in Esterwegen. He remembered that in this esse the SS had been 
sent into the district to ameliorate concitions, but hec frequently 
arrested people, brought them to the camp, and mistreated then. 
This Kroisleiter had heen orrestec hy the Gestapo and hac heen moitrested 
by either the SS or the Gestapoe 


During the witness! service with the Ai orce he did not lesrn of any 
inhumen activities eoncentretion esnps or of sny mass nurcers in the 
East. He hed ret: cd his status as SS let ', anc curing his military 
service he talked to many higher officials anc neaunintances. He attri- 


buted his lack of knowledge as to th vas really going on to the efficiency 
of Heytrich's secrecy regulations 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF LUDUIG GRAUERT, 
N BEFORE 
A COMMISSION ON 


24 JUNE 1946 


SUBJECT: Lack of Connection Between the Allgemeine S5 and the Gestapo 


ritness gnave evidence for the Gestapo during his testinony. 
s Relating to Article 6 of the Charter 


Ditness was never n member of the Gestapo. He testified that prior 
to 1933 there was a noliticnl »clice system a the different Germen Lancers, 
After the seizure of rover by the Nazi PRESE a low 
26 April 1933 establishing seeret police in Prisa in. 
ing part in the issunnce o hic Y "mis measure was 
for the centralization of o ce Department. HN 
given any task ciffercnt from se which formerly vere iin ‘lee 
police offices cf the c: are Lancers. The Aire office sta 
lA Department of the police Presicent!s Office wos taken over ns 

The Gestapo had no connection with 
by or with SA enc SS groups. ; 
took any part in the meltrentment cf prisoners in these 
cid not receive any offici^l reports of Gestrpo retivity 
If such actions to rny large extent vere perpetreted 
witness woule have learnt of them. 


T 


From Avril 26 to 27 
Gestano activiti vere lice regulations T which there 
juriscicticn. Penol mensures la ba applied against a Gest" 
meuthorizec ^cetion it might have taken This enme un? 
olice adr 


lieve thet 
Putsch. 


Titness recommended the dismissal 
Gestapo inspector heenuse of unsavory incicents vh: 
of the witness.  Diehls had »lso attempted to wrest the í Gestapo away from 
the supervisory ocninistretion of the Prussian State Seerctory anc thus 
create the possibility of total umsunervizec neti by the Gestapo. 


"4tness was instrumental in preparing the regulations concerning 
protective custody. The legal wases for this were the regulations regard- 
ing the protection of the notion anc state of 28 Februcry 1933. This low 
was fnulty because it left unsettled various concepts of police regulations 


wy i 


which neeced clarification in orcer that protective custecy shculc be 
consistently administerec. Protective custody vas instituted to handle 
eases of people politically opposed to the msans of the state. These 
preventative errests were based generally on the regulations previously 
mentioned ond on a foundation in Prussian police low. Arrests which 

8 days could be enrriec out only with the censent of the Prussian 
Prime minister, sn? eases of temporary ^rrests on suspicion of erimes had 
to be transferred within 24 hours to the proper legal courts for cecision. 
Witness doubted the testimony of Gisevius recorcec on p. 8255 of the Englis) 
transcript, to the effect that Goering had given the Gestapo nuthority to 
carry out murders in which the name of the victim was left blank until the 
time of apprehension. Witness Cid not believe that this could come under 
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the right of obliteration residing in the presicent or head of the state 
because this right involved the settling of an investigation before deci- 
sion could be taken. He knew of no other basis for such a procedure. 


After the witness! prececessor, Ministerial Director Klausner, hed 


ment of an indemnity clain. The lawyer who represented her in 
was arrested by the Gestapo. Witness testified that he cid not 
thing to do with this matter, but he odmitted that the arrest 
attorney wns one of the terrible things which the Gestapo cic. 


LI, Evidence of Voluntary or Compulsory Me 


Then the Gestapo vns first se p, administrntive anc exccutive 
officers were transferred to it. At first these were officers of the 
1A Department of the police Presicentts Office. Later, officers from the 
criminal police were transferred to the Gestapo. None of these people 
was consulted with respect to his cesire to he put into the Gestapo organi- 
zation. Witness met n number of these people in camps after the expituls— 
tion an? they blamed him for this transfer. He felt that he had to 
justify that these transfers were brought about by Dichls. However, he 
was mace to admit by the Prosecution that not all of the officials of 
Department 1A vere transferred to the Gestapo but that the anti-party men 
were, fired beforehand. 


Summarizea by: JeSe CONWAY 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF WERNSR GROTHMANN 


WITNESS THD S.S. TAKE! BEFORE 


TRANSCRIPT PAGES 1739 TO 1753 


Separation and Secrecy of the Specialists! Spheres in the 
Adjutent!s Office ef the Reichsfuehrer SS. 


Hinnler!s Influence on the Waffen-SS and Its Direction. 


The Relation between the Waffen-SS and Regular SS. 


The witness, a man 30 yoars of azo, became Himmler's sceond 
adjutant on 15 August 1940. A year later he became first adjutant and 
in July 1944 was made Chief ef tho Adjutant's Office of tho Reichsfuchror 
SS. (p. 1739) 


I. Activities Relating to Articlo 6 of tho Chartor 


l. Functions ef tho various sphoros in tho 
Adjutant's Offi f Eimmlor 

Vitness concerned himself with military questions which aroso 
concerning the Waffen-SS. Aftor July 1944 ho also handled questions which 
concerned the Reserve Army. He arrangod tho daily program in those matters 
and plannod the itinerary of the trips whieh Himmler took. Sometimes he 
accompanicd Himmler and sometimes it was requirod that he take cortain 
tours alone. (p. 1740) 


Besides tho witness, Himmler had a police adjutant whe handlod 
quostions concerning the police and tho RSHA and when the witnoss took ovor 
the command of Finrlor!s Adjutant's Office, tho witness had two assistants: 
ono for the Waffon-SS and ono for the Reserve Army. No adjutent was neodod 
for the general SS because there was not enough work to require an adjutant 
to handle the matters of the gencral §S, end such questions were managed by 
the Office of the Personnel Secretary. (p. 1740) 


The police adjutant handlod SD affairs. The polico adjutant also 
reportod to Himmler concerning concentration camp matters.  Thoso matters 
had nothing to do with the Waffen-SS. (pp. 1740, 1741) 


Such matters 9s came up in connection with Fimmler's capacity as 
Ministor of the Interior were handlod by the Minister's Office. (p. 1740) 


The Personal Division of Eimmler took care of all mattors which 
wore not within tho jurisdiction of tho police adjutant or tho chiof adju- 
tant. (p. 1740) 


9. Distinctive charactor -nd function of 


the Waffen-SS 


All orders issued by Fimmler passod through the hands of tho 
witness as his adjutant. He testified that tho use of Weffon-SS units was 
orderod by the higher military leadership staff, by tho Commandor—in—-Chiof 
of tho Army, and by tho Army Operational Steff. Orders concorning this 
went only through tho hands of Army officers under whose commend tho various 
Waffen-SS units were. The witnoss tostifiod that Himmler hinsolf was not 
authorized to issue any orders to the Waffen-SS which violated the rules 
of peaco, humanity or international law because tha Waffen-SS, as part of 
the Army, was out of Himmler's jurisdiction, except with respect to por- 
sonnel and legal matters (such 2s the coro snd welfare of tho units). 
Himclor had a supervistonary suthority over tho training of tho Waffon-SS 
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at home. This was similar to tho Mire hoa exorcised in the last yoar 
of tho war. The Grenadior Division was a division of the Army, not of tho 
Weffon-SS. (pp. 1741, 1742) 


Prior to tho war thoro was the so-called SS Reserve Troop and from 
this tho Waffon-SS was composed after the ond of the Polish Campaign. From 
that time on the Waffen-SS increased rapidly. It was Fitler*&é-plen to bring 
the strength of the Waffen-SS to a size one-tenth that of the Army. Himmler 
desired to strengthen the Weffon-SS even if he had to disrupt tho Selective 
Servico regulations thon in existonco. (p. 1742) 

There was no relationship between tho Weffon-SS end tho general SS, 
Tho zonora d SS had practically bocome defunct after tho boginning of tho war. 
Waffon-SS men Aou not know the general SS and gonerally did not bolong to it. 
It was true at during the last years of tho war higher SS and police loaders 
peceme oa of tho Waffen-SS. Tasks of these mon, however, wore purely 
police tasks and thoy did not have the authority to command unless an emergency 
arose (in which case permission had to be given by the Operational Staff Main 
Office) or the uso of Waffen-SS troops was required for anti-partisan combat 
(for which permission had to be zivon by the higher command of tho Army). 

(po. 1742, 1743) 


The witnoss did not boliove that any relationship between tho 
Waffen-SS and the general SS could be established from tho fact that a 
great number of volunteers to tho Waffen-SS come from the general SS. 
There were many Waffen-SS mon who joined immodiatoly efter loving school 
end these had deen too young to ever have boon members of tho general SS. 
lemborship in tho Nazi Party was not required for oithor voluntoorinz or 
boinz drafted into the Waffen-SS. The Weffon-SS represented mo 
1 elito and was not » group which was roprosont»^tivo of Nazi 
Momborship could be voluntary, theve-wis strict adhorence to discipline 
thoro was no special political training beyond that which wes taught cn 
other organizations. (p. 1744) 


fost membe tho Waffen-SS did not know Himmler at all and had 
only seen him on his of visits to tho front. Many thought that or 
did not reor d tho intorosts of his eps, his speeches wero iura 
criticizod because cf their rashness and the exaggerations in them. SS 
soldiers were also resentful cf the fact that Fimmler tried to implant 
police ideas in their minds and they did not think these ideas woro propor 
for military men His political beliefs,thus, hed little influence in the 
formation of the poem n of Waffen-SS men. Pi 1744) 


4. Waffen-SS distir 1ed from Partisan Combat Units 


pecial Staff Chief cf tho Partisan Combat Units was Oborgruppon- 
fuehror von dem Bach. Von dem Bach was given this position in ordor that he 
might have an increased position in tho oyos cf tho higher SS and polico 
leaders. He was given the title cf gonoral cf the Waffen-SS enly in connec- 
tion with his appcintment as Chicf of the Partisan Combat Units. Thore was 
no connection between him and the Waffon-SS. Fis staff was supposed tc 
inform Himmler regarding the entire partisan position and tc sond regulations 
concerning partisan combat and reports cf partisan cembat exporioncos to tho 
hizhor SS and police leaders. In placos where an especially largo anti- 
partisan action was undertaken, this staff was used tc superviso such activ- 
itios. (pp. 1744, 1748) 

The witness testifiod that tho fight against partisans was a fight 
against the official part of the Red army fcr the purpose cf safoguarding the 
rear Lines of the Gorman Army. Ho did nct undorstand the statemont of General 
ven dem Vach-Zowolski that especially bad troops wore used in those actions 
sc as ic destroy parts cf the population. He thcught, however, that maybo 
the term "bad trocps" referred to parolo units, such as tho Group Dirlowangor, 
which was made up cf fcrmor members cf concentraticn camps and also..men who 
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had ae ccurtenartialed by the German Army. This ercup was neither a unit 
o Waffon-SS ncr a unit cf tho rogular SS. (pp. 1745, 1746) 


On cross examination the witnoss was asked whothor tho Waffen-SS 
was genorally regarded as a particularly dlite grcup within tho Army. Ho 
answered in the affirmative. Ho was then questicned with resard tc sovoral 
svecches cf Eimmler to tho SS. First cf these was 2 spooch at Peson in 
Octobor 1933. With regard to this speech he stated that hardly sadly nombors 
of tho Waffen-SS wero prosont and that Himmlor addrossed himself p "oriec pr 
to some of his higher SS leaders (Major Genorals). A statement iter this 
speech (P.S. 1919 U.S. 170), which mentioned with epprcv&l the kidnapping of 
fcreign children and raising them with the Germans, the working of thousands 
cf Russian women until they should fall from exhaustion, was road to tho 
witness. The witness said that his dutios prevented him from being pros "eg 
uring this entire speech and reitoratod that it was his best rocclloct 
that no Waffen-SS commanders were prosont. (pp. 1748, 1749) 


The witness! attention was noxt called tc a speech by Himmler 
at Kharkov in 1943. He seid that he was there Ri did not hear the entire 
speech and that this spoech was delivored tc th > Commanding Officers cf three 
SS Divisions. In this regard, tho Prosecuting dsopuoy referred tc anothor 
part of P.S. 1919, U.S. 170, in which it was stated that people should bo 
deperted and used in general for labor and also thet anti-semitism was not 
a matter cf ideclozy but scmething mre in tho nature cf closnlin 
de-lousing process, The witness expla and. un 1080 remarks by saying 
Himmler often talked tc tho trocps abcut eral ecnditicns which 
to do with the work cf the pocplo tc whom addrossod himself. 
his explanaticn hat Himmler he hings tc tho 
thoy ealt with nattors which 
(pp. 1749, 1750 
à Prosecuting Attorney next quosticned the witness on a speech 
made Eh Ei tho cfficors cf tho SS Liebstandarte, at an occasion 
Metz". The witness ssid that this spoech was delivered 
"Omer from this spoech was road tc him from Dccumont P.S. 1918 
tho offoct that' onion: zod the unpleasantness cf tho tasks of 
perating with the Security Police in dopcrting AS killinz 
that it was the same typo cf thing that happened in Foland 
1 desrees below zerc where hundreds cf ween Were hauled 
housands cf londing Poles were shot t: wem from taking 
The witness was askod whother that ) NAM that tho Waff 
the Liebstanderte cf Adclf o ! ulinz away 
X The witness again explei ) y cften 
mation on matters veS: laco they tad. cthing tc do and that 
exaggerate a great deal, Fis speeches wore not cconsidorod tc 
nt ccrrect by the troops. The witness did admit that from the 
the speech it would appear that seme units cf the Liebstandarto 
i0 Security Policy but the only way in which he could imagine these 
ops were of aid wculd be as guards. He also attompted to explain tho 
mask E cf tho Liebstondarte in this type of work by saying that it 
was possiblo that they loaned their vehicles and equipment for the purposes - 
(pp. 1750, 1751) 


witness was alsc questicned v A ecnversation 
‘tween Gcoring end Muss: lini in Octcbor a in Poou mont ] D 729 
In these conversations Goorin; 
£hting cf partisans, which included t^roatoninz tc ean fias duai HETA 
population of the village unless the women would indicate which of the men 
present did nct actually c.mo from tho particular village. In this way 
epios and partisans were detected. Gocring said that, conorally speaking, 
scldiers were cf nc use in carrying cut such meth:ds but that tho SS, tho 
guard of the clà fighters cf the Party who had perscnal tios with tho Fuehrer 
anc. formed a special elite, cculd be relied upen tc dc this rcuzh work. Tho 
witness replied thet this statoment was purely a propaganda stetoront, which 
ws preven by the fact that the diviaicns referred tc wore the first divisicns 
hich never were used for anti-partisan activities but which always worked 


a 


along the front lines. The witness was asked whether that typo cf propazenda 
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was gocd propaganda, cf which ho spproved, and he answered that he didn't 
apprcvo cf any kind cf propaganda, (p. 1752) 


III. Knewledgo cf Criminal Activitios 


witness did nct know cf cor Ry itai to which scldicrs 
who had od unauthorized measures ns wore nct suppcsod to bo 
Gisciplinod. He did Imcw that all unco if tistoibowt ok activitios 
against civilian populations con tho part cf nombors cf the Waffen-SS woro 
disciplined severely. (p. 1746 


that tho Einsatz Grcups were formaticns cf tho 
ice in the Bast, ho did nct knew of their mavees tt os 
> had heard that, prior tc his employment on the staf 
gom conpentos ee the SS had been transferrod tc tho Einsatz 
were supposed tc protect tho pclico commandcs and hoacquartors 
made a part cf the Reichs Main Socurity Office. (p. 1746) 


Himmler made a statement tc his staff ec necrninzg tho Jowish quosticn 
t. the effect that Jews wore supposed t^ be held during tho war in zhottcs 

end aftorwards were tc bo sottloá in somo undetormined place, such as Mada- 
gascar cr Poland. (p. 1746) 


The witness had inspected c ncontresti- 
Himmler. This was n-t part his duty but inel 


activities within the aroas visitod Hcwowor, nmle n mh ccasions 
conversed with the commander :f the pertteules corp in privato. (». 1747) 


Summarized by: 


J. S. CONWAY 
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of such executiens under the "Kugel Order" of 194) were “parlor 
stories" oh 201), 


Gruonwald did not know whether the separation of Russian 
prisoners of war, mentioned in PeSe 300, UeSeAe 207, was for the 
purpose carriod out in Action zeppelin (pe D2). He has never seen 
& written order concerning Action Z Weppelin (pe 202), The only connec- 
tion of the Gostapo (Amt IV of the Reich Security Office) had to do 
with Action Zeppelin was that some men of Amt IV Gestapo were trans- 
ferred through Amt I and Amt VI (p. 28h). 


On cross examination the witness admitted the likelihood 
tha indow!s statement referred to Pes. 502 UeSe 186 rather than to 
comissions acting for the Zeppelin project (pp 2Ul-287). This was 
based on the fact that Lindow's statement referred to an order emanating 
from Amt IV and Action Zeppelin received its authority from Amt VI. 


The transcript for this witn 8 on a note of contro- 
versy betwcon prosccuting and defense attorneys as to whether Lindow 
clearly refe red to segro baie of pris oy Gestapo under Amt 
or was mistaking activ ities of Ges stapomen "d ing out of Amt VI in 
Action Zeppolin for cde cfi, activity for purposes of executione 
(»p 250-289) 


ummarize 
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WITNESS FOR THE SA TAKEN BEFORE 
COMMISSION ON 


1 AUGUST 1946 


SUBJECT: 1. Coor?&instion of the Stahlhelm anc the SA. 
a Attitude of Stshlhelm Members to the Assimilation of the 
Stahlhelm into the SA. 


Witness was n veteran of the First Vorld Yar end was General Paymaster 
(Bunceskemmerer) for the Stahlhelm from 1933 to 1935. After the absorption 
of this organization into the SA, the witness cirectec the Liquidation of the 
Stahlhelm which was complete? in 1939. Witness never became an SA man 
because he was over 45 at the time of assimil^tion, had been wounced in the 
First World War, onc was 2 free mason. 


I. Activities Releting to Article 6 of the Charter 


s Coorcinntion of the Stahlhelm anc the SA. 


The netion of Bundesfuehrer Seldte of the Stahlhelm in submitting his 
organization for merger into the SA was a highly unpopular move among Stahl- 
helm men. On cross-examination, the witness em pinion that 
Seldtets action was en illegal one. In récition, members of the Stahlhelm 
vere Ceceived into believing that, within the SA orgonizetion, they would be 
able to keep their ovn leeCers, uniforms, units enc banners None of these 
promises were fulfillec. 


On cross-examination, the witness testifie that thc orcer for the 

embodiment of the Stahlhelm into the SA was given either in June 1933 or 

nuary 1934. At this time the Stehlhelm merbers receive? circulars from 
the supreme comman? of the S announcing thet their organization hac been 
absorbed by the SA. The SA Cerived this right to issue orcers to the Stahl- 
helm orgmnization from the fact that Bunc esfuehrer Selc'te of the Stahlhelm 
hac placed his orgenizntion uncer the common’ of itler who was supreme 
commencer of the SA. 


du Attitude of Stahlhelm [embers to 1 Assimilation of 
the Strahlhelm Into thc 


Members of the Stahlhelm were reluctant to become SA members because the 
respective organizations had Cifferont objectives anc activities. Stahlhelm 
men generally had nothing to co with politics anc cic not want to associate 
themselves with the Party. Stohlhelm men were brought together by r. desire 
to continue the conrnceship which they hac built up curing the First orld 
War. The policy of the Stahlhelm was mutual he Ends atem onc. its members hac 
no cesire to prepare for, or participate in, another wer. 


Even after Stahlhelm members were ebsorbec by the Si, 2 close feeling of 
conrnceship survived among them. This spirit | ms fostere? by the Stahlhelm 
liquidation. agency, of vhich the witness was heac even though such activity 
was strictly forbidden by the Gestapo. The spirit of antsgonism against the 
SA survived among Stahlhelm men right up until the first days of the var. 
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SU] MARY OF EVIDENCS OF FRIEDRICH EABENICET WITNESS 
FOR THE S.A. ORGANIZATION TAKE BEFORE 
A COMMISSION ON 26 JUNE 1946 


TRANSCRIPT PAGSS 


SU3JECT: Attitude of SA with reference to Concentration Camp at 
Wuppertal. 


Witness was appointed SA Brigade Leader in Wuppertal in 
December 1933 and President of Police in March 1934. 


I. Activities Relating to Article 6 of the Charter 


l. Attitude of SA with reference to Concentra- 
tion Camp at Wunpertal (Kaema) 


Witness testified that he was appointed SA Brigade Leador and 
Prosidont of Police in Wuppertal by SA Obergrupponfuchrer Iutzo to ro- 
place Willi Voller who had been relieved of those duties by agreement 
of Sa leadership and State authorities because of his failure to take 
punitive action relative to outrages committed in concentration camps 
as Frosidont of Police and because his general conduct hed harmod tho 
reputation of S4. 


SA mainteinod independent court where it punished its leaders 
for violation of its rogulations, regardless of any action taken in 
State courts. Veller and other SA leaders were punished or expollod 
from SÅ bocauso of conditions in camp. To witness! knowledge camp was 
sct up by Voller in his position as Frosident of Police and not by SA; 
although camp hed toon dissolved at time of his appointment. 


Witness also testified that SA mon could bo drafted by local or 
Krois Police Administration en basis of old German Police Law of 1870. 


Summarizod by! 
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Witness was cross-examined regarding Affidavit #1, U.S.A. 
Exhibit 532; Affidevit #6, U.S.A. Exhibit 537. 


Witness was Chief of Geueral Staff in the Army, holding rank 
of Colonel Geaeral. 


Witness stated that he was arrested on July 25, 1944 and 
confined in several concentration camps because of his opposition to 
Hitler. 


He stated that the subject affidavits were composed by an 
American officer, Captain Rapp. There were two or three drafts, each 
draft correcting the previous draft. Witness said he was not told of 
the purpose of the affidavits and did not realize for what they would 
to used but he "thought tacy were to make clear the varicus facts." 
On ro--examination by tho prosecution he admitted that Affiderit ri is 
corscet insofar as it does not refer to the cnart attached. In reference 
to tho chart, he stated that it i orroct’ bus withors "verbal explana- 
tione and corrections"to gave to Vaptaiz Rapp at thet timo. it leads 
to » misunderstanding. 


Tho sketch attached to Affidavit $1 was referred to. Witnoss 
stated that he told the interrogator that the wrong conclusion could be 
drewn from the chert, especially in tesard to the matter cf subordination. 
Howover, he was told that there was no misunderstanding since tho matter 
of subordination was known and tho matter of drawing the sketch was the 
usual ono used in the American Army. ,Specifically, the lines betweon 
Hitler and Keitel; lines between Keitel, Raeder, Gooring and Breuchitsch; 
lines betweon Brauchitsch and witness; and again lines between witness 
and various commanders-in-chief of the Army groups r- the lines are the 
samo but the subordination is always different. For example, Brauchitsch, 
Racdor and Gocring were never under Keitel just as all commanders~in--chief 
of Army groups were never under the witness but were under the Commandor- 
in-0hiof of the Army Brauchitsch. In other words, the relationships 
varicd, although they are shown by similar lines. However, the witness 
admitted signing the chart. 


On left side of the sketch it is not correct that orders went 
from Commanding ?2enerel of the Arr” to the Chief of General Staff. The 
Comnander-in-Ghiof of the Army and his staff (O.X.H.) used the offices 
of the General Staff to issue orders and tho orders then went to tho 
fiolà armies. Therefore, the office of Genozal Staff which only passed 
on the information should not be shown as an independent office like the 
office of Gommender-in-Chief of the Army. However, inasmuch as O.X.X. 
‘nformed the Chief of General Staff of their decisions, who moroly worked 
thur out, there was actually a charnel as is designatod on tho chart. 
(The witness stated that the © f Gonoral Staff of the Army was only 
one person and he, with commanders-in-chiof of the Army, formed O.K.H,-- 
tne High Qemmend of the Army.) Without these verbal explanations the 
chart does not give a clear picture of the actual setup. 


In Affidavit #1 "group" was used four times, Witness tostifiod 
the word was not ‘his. and he did not consider it to mean a military ontity 
but only as a number not used in the organizational sense. 


In the last paragraph of Affidavit #1 the first sontonco is 
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es follows: "The composition of this group in the relationship of its 
menbors to each other is as shown or the attached chart." By "in relation- 
ship to each other", witness ' . to show whether the officors had 
equal authority or were under the authority of other officors. 


In tho last paragraph of Affidavit #1 the witness statos: 
"This was in effect the general staff, and high command of the Gorman 
Army forces." The expression, “in effect the General Staff", was 
Captain Rapp's. Witness left it in, oxplaining that in the Gorman 
Army tho Genoral Steff is a group of aides who work especially as an 
operational and organizational staff and net as in tho American Army 
where the Commender—in-Chief is also the Chief of Staff and the Gonoral 
Staff is considered as a group of leading Commanding Gonorals. Witness 
used the term in the American senso of terminology and did not mean it 
in the sonse of tho German uso of tho expression. Attention was called 
to tho fact that ono of the affidavits is identical with an affidavit 
made by Field Marshal Brauchitsch, with the exception of the last para- 
graph. Brauchitsch had tho term "General Staff" changed but witnoss 
dicn't for the above reason. 


An oxcorpt from Affidavit $1 reads: "Specialized military 
matters of responsibility of three branches of the armed forces subopndi- 
nate tho commandor-in-chiof of armed forces, that is to say, the Arny, 
Navy end Air Forcesi" Witness tost.fiod that tho Einsatz Group and 
Einsatz Command, the SIPO and the SD were not also under the military 
commenderse 


Affidavit #1 speeks of "plans for military operations, etc." 
Witness testified that the plan of 5 Novomber 1937 was not one of the 
plens he referred to. Witness stated that he did not know of any plans 
for the occupation of Austria but o^; for a plan to guard tho German 
border towards Austria. Aft... .. sudeton question had been sottled 
there wore no plens. n December 1938 O.K.W. issued an order directing 
thet all military planning was to coase and that tho Army would only 
concern itself with troop training. thoreaftor. 


Regarding third paragraph of Affidavit #1, page 1, which reads, 
"which were to be undertaken by troops," witness warned his commandor- 
in-chief of the possibility of war, who in turn brought the fact to the 
attention of Hitler. Regarding the war with Russia, he first heard of 
the possibility in August of 1940 and later in the form of verbal decrees 
end orders received in September. On the 3rd or 4th of February 1941 
military counter objections were submitted to Hitler. 


Affidavit #6 states that the Deputy Chief of the Leadership 
Corps in tho Armed Forces was competent for tho draft of stratogic plans, 
Witness stated that this Deputy Chief was of much less importance than the 
other services mentioned in his statement. As far as he could remember, 
tho drafts wore usually made out by Jodl. 


Summarized by: 
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TOR THE STEEL HELMET SA TAKEN 
BETORE A COMMISSION ON 


16 JULY 1946 TRANSCRIPT PAGES 
17 JULY 1946 TRANSORIPT PAGES 


dC ULL TA Ae EA SAAE E A ————————— 


SUBJECT: Steel Helmet SA--Organization of Steel Helmet and Its 
Absorption into SA 


Witness was Chief of Cabinet and Administration at the Sig- 
marinzen Hohenzollern, and he also acted as Kreisfuehrer, Gaufuehrer, 
Socond Landesfuchrer and First Landesfuchrer in Stool Helmet. 


I. Evidence of Voluntary cr Compulsory Membership in SA 


1. Organization ef Stahlhelm (Steel Helmet) 


Witness acted as Kreisfuehror, Gaufuchrer, Second Landos- 
fuohrer and First Landesfuohror of Stcel Helmet in Saxony. He testified 
that ho was imprisoned three times because he instigated opposition in 
Stool Helmet against NSDAP. He was not a member of NSDAP. The Steel 
Holmot had over one and one-half million members in Germany at timo of 
soizure of power. In witness! Landes Association there wore 80,000. 


Before transfer to SA, the Steel Helmet consisted of 
(1) Scharnhert, which included boys up to 14 , (2) the Young Stoel Holmet, 
which included mon up to 24, and (3) the Korn Stool Helmet, tho old 
front soldiers. In addition, it included a group callod tho Wehr- 
Stahlholm, which included tho Stahlhelm Youth and all Stahlhelm members 
up to %5. 
2. Absorvtion of Steel Helmet into SA 
On 27 April, by a radio speech, Seldte subordinated the Steel 
to Supremo Command of tho SA. He also declared that he had 
;i the NSDAP. The Supreme Commander of the SA at that time was 
jr and his Deputy Commander of Chief of Staff was Roehm. The Steel 
Helmet protested this action because it constituted a breach of the 
Bundes Cha arter. In pertigusar a Bundes Le aner; Walborn, protested by 
wn losfuehr TS. At the end of 
April, Seldte Siaha raoi DPRD X of of ‘bie Steel Helmet, Duestorburg, 
because ho considered him to be the center of tho POETS PH within the 
Stool Helmet against tho NSDAP. The fact that Duesterburg was either 
ono cuartor or ono half Jewish was immaterial as the organization did 
not sponser racial thoorios. 


The Scharnhort Organization was transferred into Hitler Youth 

on Juno 21st, and on July 4th, by Hitler's crders, the Wehrstahlhelm 
was transferred into the ranks of the SA. However, the order providod 
that tho Wehrstahlhclm was to keep up a certain autonomy and keep lisisen 
to Bundes by remaining members of organization until actual transfor had 

scen completed by Novomber 1933. By that time, all transfers had taken 
place. Members of Wehrstahlholm were not asked regarding transfer} it 
was done by an order signed "OSAF", 


In witness! Landesvergand Sachsen, Wehrstahlholn was takon 
over by Grupponfuehror of SA moroly by an ordor. Members wore not 
consulted. 


The Kornstahlhelm, which was composed of men from 35-45, was 
trensforrod into SA in the category of SA Reserve #1 in November, By 
January 25, 1934, SA Reserve TI (composed of members of the Kernstahlhelm) 
was subortnated to SA Gruppenfuchrers. This took place after a meeting 
of Londesfuehrors in Friedrichsroda; on next day in the Keisonhof in 
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Berlin, Hitlor notifio d tho id APRI AS ce of tho Stool Holmot and 

the Gruppe enfuchrers of SA of this action. Order was actually issuod 

by OSAF but thoy wore notifiod by Roehm, in Friedrichsroda. From that 
time on, the Stahlhelm members had to wear uniform cf SA but wore allowed 
to remain members of old organization.  Thoy were tc romain a compact 
unit but theso assurances regarding the maintenance of a compact auton- 
omy not kept and later on even membership in old Bundos was prohibitod. 


Old Stahlhelm Organization continued to exist until summer of 
1925 when it was dissolved by decree cf Hitler. It consisted of mon 
over 45 and those who could nct ontor SA Reserve $I because cf illness, 
otc. They were novor transforrod to SA. 


Both Wohrstahlholm and Kornstehlholn wore promised that onco 
they entered SA, tho NSDAP, SA and SS would not intorforo with thoir 
Bund but this was nct respected. 


The existence of SA Reservo #I as a compact unit in cach 
district depended upon how many members of former Kernstahlhelm were 
transferrod, if number small unit ceased tc exist and members transforred 
into active SA. 


When transfer offoctuatod members did nct keep rank but received 
a commission ono or two derrres ^'^. r except in instances where men 
accopted ideclogy of Party. witness knew cf no instance where any 
members were promoted any higher than Brigade Fuehrer except in case 
of Obergrupponfuehrer ducttner, Chief cf Supreme Command of SA. 


Bs ttitudo of Stecl Helmet Towards SA 


In witness! Landesverband Sachsen transfer of SA Reserve FI 
into SA tock place in accord with crders--individuals were not asked. 
It wculd have been dangerous to opprse it. However, they imagined it 
would romain a compact unit under cld leaders and they could maintain 
their ideology and finally that porhaps one day they would be ablo to 
overthrow tho regime. By disapproving cf regime witness meant totali- 
tarian claims of Party; taking away rights of citizens and forcing 
people into obedience; policy against Jows, Gestapo and concentration 
cerps. Members cf beth Wehrstahlhelm and Kernstahlhelm remained in 
opnesition to NSDAP. 


Stahlhelm had a negative pcsiticn as far as Party system was 
concerned. After 1933 many new members joined. Up tc end, they always 
considered themselves as members of the cpposition and were not trusted 
by SA and the Party. In Nazi Press the point was cften stressed that 
theso transferred members were tc be considered as a secret opposition. 
As carly as 1928 many were arrested cn grounds of Anti-National Social- 
istic ccnvicticns. In Landesverband cf Sachsen in 1933 whole staff 
was arrested; in Braunsdeweig all directors and many members arrested. 
Witness escaped arrest because he was in Berlin. 


In Sachsen arrests were actvally mado by SA men who acted on 
orders issued by Supreme Cc 4 " Lf SA in Sachsen or else by Gestapo— 
generally, however, Gestapo gave the orders. 


Witness never went over to SA because he was over 45 (age limit 
for transfer) and was, therefore, froe in his decision. He never 
approved of aims of Party. In 1935 a second wave of arrests covered 
whole Reich. 


4. Resignation from SA 


It was practically impossible to get out of SA or SA Reserve #1 
by means of applying for a discharge am. it would be considered an act 
of sabotage and the offender an enemy of the State. Members who left were 
continually watched. 
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II. Knowledge of Criminal activitics 


Witness tostifiod that no ronbors of Steel Helmet took part or 
approved of crimes. Their slozan was "Vo know war and that is why we 
hato it." Ro Vorsaillos Treaty, they attempted to effectuate a revision 
of it by contacts with ox-sorviconon of all nations—-so that understand- 
ing could be established and heavy burdon of Troaty removed. Witness 
discussed exchange of ideas in 1934 with President of american Legion; 
also with other countrics. 


The Stool Holmet ro, 21. i .ilitarism and its Supreme Command 
expressly forbade exercises of a merely military charactor. 


Sunnarized by: 
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WITNESS FOR THE SS ORGANIZATION TAKEN BUFORT A 


COMMISSION ON TH 19t7H OF JULY 1946 


SUBJsCT; Organization, Training, Membership and Command of the WAFFEN-SS, 


Witness was commander in chief of Army Group G in the Southern part of 
the Western front at the end of the war. He was with the regular German 
Army until the lst of February 1942 and in 1974 joined the SS Verfuegestrupoe. 
He was Inspector of that organization from 1936. From 1940 onwards he was 
in the field serving with the Das Reich Division on the Yestern Front. In 
1942 he commanded the 2nd SS Armored Corps in Northern Italy and later in 
Northern France commanded a corps consisting of the 9th and 10th SS Divisions, 
On the 28th of June, 1944 he ceased to be corps commander and became Supreme 
Commander of the 7th Army in Normandy, becoming commander of Army Group G in 
January, 1945. During the war witness was twice wounded. 


ting to Artic'^ 6 of the Charter, 


Organization and Training of the SS Verfuegstrunve,. 


Witness joined the SS Verfuegstruope in 1934 and in 1926 as 
Inspector of that organization was responsible for their training. Originally 
the SS Verfuegstrunne were a body guard similar to the Leibstandarte Adolf 
Hitler, The order of the 17th of August, 1938, Document 647 PS, USA exhibit 
445, had the intention of clarifying the uncertain position of the existing 
SS troops. This order provided that the Allgemeine SS, the Totenkopfverbaende 
and the Verfuegstruppe had clearly distinct tasks and there was no direct 
connection between them, 


The SS Verfuegstruppe were not meant to be a political unit. The train- 
ing of the officers and enlisted men ofthe Verfuegstrunpe was never in any 
sense designed to promote an aggressive war, There were no preparations before 
the war and the unit itself was not prepared., It had no weapons, reserve 
officers or general staff. It was subject to the General Staff of the Wehrmacht 
only on questions of organization and training. 


The only thing that tho Verfuegstruppe had in common with other 
organizations was that it was under the command of Himmler, Relations with 
the Allgemeine SS were only in the nature of "comradeship", In 195% when the 
Verfuegstruppe were set up, a part of it was recruited from the Allgemeine SS, 
The rest were recruited from young men who were due for military service. The 
Verfuegstrupoe were, of course, the forerunners of the WAFFEN-SS which was 
founded in 1940, 


In eross-examination witness stated that he joined the SS on the 
lst of November, 1934, Asked whether he knew at thet date that the 5S had 
already "a lot of blood on its hands", he stated that blood was shed legally 
by order of Hitler on the 13th of June 1924 during the Roehm Putsch, 


He denied that he trained the Verfuegstrupne to become killers, 
He trained them to be soldiers and not murderers, He denied that the training 
of the recruits included the destructions of the so-called "sub—humans" and 
that Hitler talked "tremendous nonsense" on the subject of inferior racos, 
The killing of six million Jews and millions of Poles and other nationals 
was not done by the WATTEN-SS but by Himmler and a small circle of his men, 
Such things as these were not part of the program of the Verfucgstruppo. 
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2. Command of 


The WATTUN-SS hod no suprome command of its own, The so-called 
Fuchrungshauptemt was an administrative office and to all intents and 
purposes tho members of the WAFFEN-SS became, wh^n the war started, members 
of the Army. Witness stated that during the five and a half years he was 
at tho front, he received his orders only from the supreme commander of the 
Army. The NAFFEN-SS was subordinate to Himmler only in questions of personnel. 


Asked whom he considered his direct commander, Himmler or Hitler, 
witness answered that the Supreme Commander was Hitler and that there wes 
always a certain criticism of Himmler. Witness was asked by his Counsel con- 
cerning the influence of Himmler on the WAFFEN-SS, He said thet Himmler 
wanted to instil into the WAFFEN-SS his own ideologies and opinions. 


Naturally a unit which is at the front is critical as rogards 
the cxpressions of opinion made at home and as a result the utterances of 
Himmler had no great influence on the troops, This he said was because 
Himmler's statements were passed on to the troops through the medium cf 
thier commanders and these commanders "knew what to tell their soldiers", 


Himmler himself had no idea of military matters and this was 
known to the troops. The real WAFFEN-SS knew nothing about concentration 
camps and it was an intentional "decéit"on the part of Himmler that these 
guards were called WAFFEN-SS, In reusity they were people who hed been 
relieved from duties in the Wehrmacht for one reason or another, 


3. Methods of —Trairing and Observance of the Laws of War. The 
WAFFEN-S not commit war crimes, 


The witness stated that the WAFFEN-SS was not educated with a 
view to specially cruel "methods of ficshting", The training of the WAFFEN- 
S5 was supervised by the Army. Heinrich Himmler said "I recuest decency in 
life and in fighting". Witness considered that the commanders at lesast 
carried out this precept. 


Asked by Counsel whether it was correct to s-y that after the 
years 1933-1934 the methods of fighting according to these principles had 
changed, witness stated that if this were so it was due to the immense 
growth of the WAFFEN-SS. In the year 1940 it had only three divisions, where- 
as at the end of the war there were 30, In addition to that,lerge numbors 
of racial Germans and volunteers who did not know the German langu»ge made 
things difficult. Asa result, the divisions at the end of the war could 
not be compared with the original troops, 


Witness stated that the WAFFEN-SS fought according to the principles 
of the Geneva and Hague Conventions. He said that he remembersa speech by 
Himmler in 1943 in which the word "terror" was mentioned. Himmler hod meant 
by this the terror which should precede the troops, Witness remonstr ted 
with Himmler and told him that success in war did not depend on terror, 


The Commissar Order was only passed at first to higher commande 
and in 1941 the WAFFEN-SS had no high command of its own, Witness did not 
receive this order from the high command of the Army but only an order much 
later which referred to the separation of commissars from other prisoners, 


Questioned further concerning excesses committed by the WAFFEN- 
SS, witness said that in a long war such things always happen., The persons 
who committed such crimes were punished according to the laws of tho Army. 


In cross examination witness denied that he had heard of the bad 
reputation of the 5S Panzer Division Hitler Jugend in July, 1944, but said 
he hed only heard of this in his captivity. Even though this division had 
been with his corps at the time, this was not the sort of thing which one 
would hear about when a battle is on. 
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Questioned’ concerning his statement thet the WATTYN-SS did not 
carry out police tasks, cross examining counsel asked him about shootings 
and hangings in the Protectorate of Bohemia end Moravia alleged to have been 
carried out by the WATF7N-SS, The document referred to is 1972 PS, US 41, 
which gives a list of shootings and hangings in Prague, Witness said he 
had no knowledge of these events, He denied emphatically that whenever 
executions were needed, the men of the VAPFZN-SS were used. He claimed that 
the units which were used as executioners were police units and reservists, 


He said he did not know that the members of the SD and the 
GLSTAPO and other instruments of terror were drawn from the WAFTEN-SS, It 
may have beon true that such pcople had the same uniform but in fact the 
SS only meant Himmler and a small cliche of criminals around him, 


Be agreed that the WAFFEN-SS could be assigned such tasks as 
the fighting of partisans but they were never used as executioners, The 
fighting of partisans was not a typical task of the WAFFEN-SS, however, and 
this was the sort of task which might be given to any unit of the regular 
Ar my Py 


With regard to the charge that the WAFFEN-SS wore active in 
France against resistance movements, witness stated that he only knew of 
the isolnted case of Orodour and that he had not heard about this until 
afterwards, There were no general instructions, stated the witness in answer 
to the French Prosecution, for measures against the resistance movement in 
France but it was possible that local commanders gave such orders, 


4, ties of t WAY EN-SS, Concentration Ca Guards Police, 
Einsatzgruppen and Anti-partisan Troops. 


Witness assertod that the WAFFEN-SS had no direct relationship 
to the police activities of Himmler, especially the GVSTAPO and concontra- 
tion cams, As stated above Himmler deliberately deceived the public by 
calling the concentration cam guards members of the WAFFEN-SS and they wore 
really ordinary troops who were under SS administration, 


There was no exchange of personnel between the WATTEN-SS and 
the G7STAPO, Security Police or SD, Apparently the use of the term WAFFEN- 
SS to describe guard units in concentration camps ws used by central offices 
in Berlin and curing the war witness did not know that these guards were 
calling themselves WAFFEN-SS, 


At no time did the SD or WAFFEN-SS perform police tasks, These 
were carried out by the Totenkopfverbaende. Questioned concerning his 
knowledge of Hinsatzgruppen, witness stated that he knew, like probably 
generals in the regular Army imew, that Himmler put members of the SD into 
the ranks of the regular Army in order to supervise tho civilian population, 
It was not until after he was imprisoned that he learned that the “insatze 
gruppen were also included in the WAFTEN-SS to the extent of perhaps three 
or four companies, i.e., about 600 men, for "protective tasks", 


Fighting against partisans was not a special task of the WAFTEN= 


SS. This was mainly a matter for the military police who belonged to the 
Army, 


II. Evidence of Yoluntarv or Compulsory Membership, 


Witness stated that in peace time the greeter port of the WAFFE- 

SS were volunteers, In war time part of the WA"F™N~SS wes recruited through 
a s0-called emergency law. The rest of them were volunteers with the 
following exceptions, In the year 1941 one division received 800 reservists 
from the Army. In the year 1942 in the divisions which were under witness's 
command, there was perhaps one-third conscripted men, The number of cone 
Scripted men increased in the year 1943 to almost one-half and in the year 
1944 it probably exceeded one-half. (See evidence of the witnesses Brill 
and Blume for full details of the recruiting statistics of the WATFUN..SS), 
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Witness stated in hie opinion volunteers did not join on so-c-lled 
ideological grounds but n^inly wanted to serve in a good unit, Most of tho 
young mon were peoole who weredue for military service and were members of 
the Hitler Youth, 


The procedure of recruting 21d the assignment of volunteers to 
different arms and serviceSwas precisely the same as in the Army, 


III. Xnowledge of Criminal Activities. 
l. Himmler deliberately kept concentration cam matters secret 


Witness st-ted thet the WAFFEN-SS were entirely ignorant of 
atrocities in concentration camps, particularly the experiments of Dr, 
Kascher. The same ignorance prevailed among tho WAFFEN-SS as did generally 
among the German people, Himmler always kept thing secret. Witness some= 
what contredicted himself in his reference to having heard rumors of 
murders, He stated he was too busy fighting to follow these rumors up but 
when pressed stated that he did not hear the rumors until he was a prisoncr, 
He expl~ined that the rumors referred only to measures being taken at home 
and not at the front, 


brov in Avril, 1943, 


In cross examination witness seid that this spe ch was mado to 
some of the commanders of the troops located around Kahrov, There were por- 
haps 50 commanders present 2nd included all commanders of regiments or 
divisions, Witness donied that Himmler's words were pasted on to tho troops 
by these commanders. 


Asked whother it was not perfectly clear when he heard the 
lecture by Himmler that he was a mass murderer, witness replied that Himnlor 
was not so stupid as to give that impression as that would h-ve created 
opposition, 


Txtracts were then reed from 1919 PS, US exhibit 170, In this 
part of his spe ch Himmler states that Russians should be taken dead or 
alive and either killed or made prisoners and put to work, All territory 
captured must be emptied of the civilian population who should be transported 
and used as labor in Germany. 


Witnoss stated th-t for tho WAFFEN-SS it was only correct for 
them to kill and capture men in actual combat anc this wes a natural law 
of war. “e denied that the WATFEN-SS ever took part in the deportation of 
population. à 


A further statement of Himmler was read. “Anti-semitism is 
exactly the same as delousing. Getting rid of lice is not a auestion of 
ideology. It is a matter of cleanliness," Witness stated that this remerk 
of Himmler's was in bad t-ste and that the WATTEN-SS hed other tasks to por- 
form than to worry about expressions like this, 


Counsel then read from the last paragraph of 1919 PS as follows: 
“We will never let thet excellent conception, the dread and terrible reputa- 
which preceded us in the battle for Kanrov dio, but will constantly -dd now 
meaning to it", Witness said that the word "terror" had been the subject of 
a reproach m;de to Himmler as he hed already stated, He did not got up at 


He made this statement as man to man and said that efficiency can not be 
derived from terror but only from each men doing his best. He denied that 
the word "murder" was ever used in thie speech. 
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Questioned 2s to whether Himmler had addressed troops else- 
where at the front, witness said that this could only have been a small 
number, He believed that he addressed three divisions, viz, the lst, end 
and Zra SS Armored Divisions, Ee could only have addressed part of then 
which were located near Kahrov. Witness was not present at the mectine, 


A.M.S., NFAVE 
Lt. Colonel, AAG 
Commissioner 
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FOR THE GESTAPO ORGANTZATICN TAKEN BEFORE 
Een e E EL 


— — 


SION ON L JUNE 3:46 AT 1000 HOURS 


TRANSCRIPT PAGES 136 TO l5 


SUBJECT: Non-executive nature of t s duties of members of the 
Technical Information Tur au of the Gestapo. 


Witness entered Bavarian State Police in 1926, and tho Infor- 
EON Intelligence Branch of the p.lice in 1928. He did technical 
information duties at the Police Headquarters in Munich until 1 April 1935, 
a member of the Bavarian Police until 1 August 1942, at which time he 
was transferred to the Technical In^ormation Bureau of tho Gestapo in 
Munich. His application to ter the Party in 1942 had been rejected and 
ha was never in the SS or the SA. (p 136-137) 


I. Activities relating to Article 6 of the Charter, 


le Structure and I :epondent Character of 
Technical inior :tion Bureau of Gestapo 

Intelligence Cx EE é iS, th. Chief of the Communications 
dep i of the Into was witness! superior, 
respec |t ical matters (com icat ions equipment, otc.), 
was i of the Gestar As Technical Secretary of the State 
ae he was under the Chief. nistration Officer for pay and di 
pline. (pp 3 1-138) 

Neither Administrative  fficer d 

witness orders concerning hi 3 work (pe 4:38). magia ne of the Technical 
Communications Group were either technicians who needed to know communi- 
ations rules and to have chnical knowle ago or teletype men, ctce, who 
needed only to know operation 73). There were in Germany 25 techni- 
cians of this sort and 15 who we ;z;eoparing for this work; before the 
war there were about 20 mech .cS, LJO teletype operators and 200 to 250 
telephone operators. 


nor Gestapo Chief could zi 


Tec 


Part of the installations were operated by the Order Police, 
part by the Reichspost, and part by private companies (p. lO). Technical 
personnel had no concern with police matters but handled communice ations 
norely (p. hi. y had no opportunity to Listen in or tap wiros 
since the Gestapo did not handle wireless and there was a device to prevent 

too much traffic 
and worked 1 mall a part of i day to derstand ntent oí 
the nossages The SD ard oier oma tinna of the Party had thoir 
own communications syster he public communications network was not 
wvailable to them 


tapping of phones ie eletyne or oratore handi ed fi 


On -cross examination : s learned that the 
wireless system of the Order Polics bi .L 1933 but from 
1937 or 1938 a switch was affected to tolotypc which is 
‘pe ll2). Only secret state matics were classifi 


1 


"opis 
messages were cryptic and could nc. be em une: whole picture 
were gained from the whole chain o: messages (p. M3). “A supervisor, 

the witness was mainly concerned with operation of equipment, not wi. th 
content of messages (pe 43). Breaches of security were forbidden by 

law but witness had no special oró^rs regarding security from the Chief 
of Gestapo in Munich (p. hlj3). Sure security rules applied to Orier 
Police as to Gestapo but witness believed breach would have led to trial 
and sentence p the Gestapo (p. hh). The network frequently transmitted 


o0 Do ct ct 





orders for protective custody to the Gestapo which sent people to 
concentration càmps,. (pe 42) 


On redirect examination, communications duties of Gestapo 
were frequently performed by others than members of Gestapo, for example, 
at Nurnberg where the teletype system used by the Gestapo was supervised 
by the Reichsposte (pə bh) 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE OF 


FOR THE HICH COMMAND TAKEN BEFORE 
A  COMM;^3ION ON 


26 JULY 1946 


SURJECT:  "itness was called before the Commission for the purpose of 
examination Ponce hy the subject matter set forth in his 
Affidavit # 29 ^ 564). 


was chief of the operations section of the OKH from 1949 to 


Witness testified, with regearc to a statement in paragraph 3 of hi 
affidavit - "Therefore in 211 quest'o in the operations section in th 
erst, the chief of the General sto? ‘ enc for all questions 

pi eide of the operations aren, the OKY - the High Command of the armed 
pga. for instance, for sll troops which vere the Reich Commissar nren" 
- that he intended to show by i dee the border line of guthority Paige: 
the OK” and the OKH lay in n The words "for all Guestions in this 
p^rrgr^ph meant "for all mi 


c 
S 
e 


| General Steff 
but was nrctuslly the first adviser to the 
imonder-in-chief of the ormy at ho Adolf Hitler when Rrauchitsch left), 
nennt that the c satesneohisf of the General Staff vas responsible for 
out of aiand Hot for giving orders. Only the commander-in-chief 
of the army (Rreuchitseh end isben Hitler) could rive ica! orders. 


The witness was next questione? on the meaning of the following state- 
the fourth peregreph of his fidavit: "All police and SS unite in 
Reich Commissar were also subordinate to the Reich Fuchrer Sot, To the 
of the witness! recollection, the higher sS and police leaders were 
r subordinate in territori-l cuestions, such ^s lodging, to the OKW, and 
subordinate to the Reich Commiss^r. 


After the Office of Anti-portisan Warfare hod been crented, th Sone aioe 
direction staff units vere placed uncer the chief of anti-partisn 1 warfare, 


General von dem Bech Zelewsky, ns chief of anti-pertisan warfare, was 
more then an information center po sah During large-scale anti-psrtisan 
operations he took personal cherge. 


The vitness knew of no orders viven by the OKH for the exterminntion of 
Jers. He Cid not portidpate in any anti-prrtisan discussions in which any 
Bem with respect to Jews wes mentioned. He knew of no orders in which it 

25 forhiccen to take prisoners. Finclly, he did not believe that the 
Qun rtermster General, in carrying out his responsibilities with respect to 
matters pertaining to the fighting of partisans, gave any orders which were 
against intern^tional law. 


was questioned vith respect to the following statement from 


his affidavit: "I+ has rir ‘ays been my personal opinion that 
he trentnent of the civilinn populntion ond the methods used in enti-partisar 


san 

rerfare in the operntionrl areas, presented the highest military anc political 

'ors with a welcone opportunity for accomplishing their sim of systematic- 

recucing Slevs and Jews". He stated that by the vords "highest military 
political lencersy he meant yitler himself. He did not mean to imply 
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comnnnder-in-chief of the army or the commanders of army groups 
mo? anti-partisean warfare ns an opportunity to carry 
recuction of the Slavs and Jews. pe did believe, 
the Genernl Staff wes 


cut the systemetic 
nequointed vith the impressi 


however, thnt the chief of 

ons or iens Hitler. 
itness was asked by the prosecuting 

le Witlerts military advisers 


attorney 
Lenrcershin" in h 


whether ne 
within the 


— 
wes 


sss Migheet politic 
he 


iis 3 A 5 BPE that 
he only heerc certain ter 


only me: iut 


] itness testifiec 
his nffi 


` that he drew the 
Leovit 
warfarc 


in 

with respect to Adolf anti-partisen 

in the Fest, as v result of observing wither curing daily situetion 

con?erences bout five occas? :s during the perice j 
20 July 1944, Hi 


Hiti.- passe? remarks 
eoplets fight". Tt was on the basis 


concluded that Hitler actu: lly 1 
systematically reducing 


conclusion, 


which he state? 
Hitler Io n tt itud : 


tovarc 


é on from 

aber 1941 to concerning 
+ "the } of these remarks th: 
anti-pertisan operations as 
s in the Fast. 


itness 


Jeleonec 
Slavs and Jew 
as questioner to just when he formed this o 
Gireeted rt him because he ho? used the expre 
y personal opinion 

mut the spring 


t he hnd : 
1944, but that the conviction h^ 
- not sure ns to 


He answered th: 


hether he hac 

ly situation conferenc vith Hitler were attencec 

sometimes Warlimont enc a nu :er of younger officers anc 
and by the witness hinself 


by Kei tel, 
Curing 1941) an 


acjutants 
à the Quartermaster General of the 
other officers from the OKH. 
or tolo them that the bettle 

to result 


Clieved that 


for the E was a bettle between 
in complete victory for me sice or t 
within the term "races" 
Gination uncer 


other. 
s" Hitler inclut. 
Germany. 


anvone 


Summarized by: 


JeSe CONTAY 
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SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE CF EB:RHARD HINDERFELD 


WITNSS FOR THE SS TAKEN BSFOR™ A COMMISSION 


TZSDAY OF MAY 1946 
TRANSCRIPT PAGES 64 TO 93 


SUBJECT; Discipline and Training of the ALLGEMZINE SS. 


Witness was a member of the ALLGEM"IN? SS since the end of 1931 (Page 
64). After the war began he became a legal advisor to the WAFFSN-SS on 
disciplinary matters, 


I, Activities relating to Article 6 of the Charter, 


1. Early History of the ALLGUMTING 55$ 


The ALLGEMEINS SS was originally engaged in protecting speakers 
at public meetingssince there was much political strife before 1933 (Page 65). 
Reference was also made to similar organizations belonging to other parties, 
The Reichs Banner and the Reichs Volk which belonged to the Social Democrats 
and the Centrum party respectively. Further discussion on this subject was 
declared irrelevant by the Commissioner. 


There were 50,000 SS on the 30th of January 193%, 


liscipiiue ani Rec-uiting sf the ALLSEMSINS SS. 

Before joining the ALLGEM"INE SS members had to have two 
character roferences and a certificate ?'ca the police (Page 67), The main 
motive for joining was the prevelance of unemployment in the carly days 
and the "comradeship' entailed, The witness stated that moreover " the 
defensive character of the SS seemed to insure at the time that it would 
always be on the side of righteousness", 


The discipline was excollent; no weapons were carried at 


large metingsand orders were given thet fighting should only take place in 
self defense, 


The title ALLGEMEINE SS was not used until 1937, Previcusly there 
had been a distinction drawn between the regular SCHUTZSTAFFEL and the 
"attack units", known as the Death Heac units (Page 68). 


Height, physical condition and a £ood social reputation were im 
portant for acceptance, Persons found to be convicted of crimes prior to 
their entry in.o the organization were dismissed, There was a six months 
to two ycar probation. After 1933 the subordinate ranks in the ALLEZMEINE 
SS were recruited on a local basis (Page 62). 


In croes examination the witness stated that it was not completely 
trua to say that the SS were the olite of German manboci although other people 
thought so, This ideal was attoroted but was never completely realized, The 
members, however, regarded their orgenization as the best but this was quite 
natural (Page 81). 


Witness said that it was difficult to specify why so many persons 
Joined the SS in 1933. No special advantages were gained by the members but 
the reason may have been due to such inference as the popularity of a local 
leader, 
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In re-exemination the witness said thet most people had joincd 
the SS for"idorlistic! reasons, c.g. bcoause they gave up something finan- 
Cially and had to buy their own uniforms. There were quite a number of 
instances also in which civil service employees or peoplo trying to gct jobs 
in the civil service went into the SA cc the SS, There was no deeper reason 
and in some cases it was merely the attraction of the uniform (Page 89). 


$. raining and Social ictivities, 


‘itness claimed that the large mss of the SS did not consider 
that military matters were the main besis for their training or for the 
building up of their organization (Page 69). After 1933 tho ALLGZW"INS SS 
were no longer required to protect speakers at metings but rather to pre- 
Scrve order at mass mectings. For this reason they were taught marching and 
Crilliag, Firing of small bore weapons was taught and athletic training in 
compotition for SS or SA sports medals. 


Witness further stated that the duties of the ALLGEMEINE SS 
with tho exception of certain people in the central office were honorery,ei.e., 
the members did their work in their own time and in addition to their ordin- 
ary professions, The "keeping of order* at meetings was necessary to regul- 
ate tho movements of large masses of people. The comradeship engendered by 
this organization was valuable beceuse it broke down social and business 
distinctions (Page 71). 


(The Prosecution intervened to ask how this was relevant and 
the Defense claimed that it was necessary to provo what the "goals and aims" 
of the organization were and that the members had no criminal ide-s when 
they joined (Page 71).) 


The racial teaching of the ALLSGEM"II™ SS amounted to the ideal 


of bettering the German race. The destruction of other races was not taught. 
(E Se "n. 


The ALLGZMCINE SS earrie2 no weapons and they were not con- 
sicored a militery organization by the Army. There were special motorcycle 
fad riding units and sports meetings to encourage international relations 
(Page 73). Thore wae never any mention or preparation for an aggressive war 
and witness had never heard any discussion on this subject. It was, howe 
ever, considered that the Versailles Treaty should be revised. The genera} 
attitude of the SS towards the Jewish question was that the best answer 
would be a peaceful emigration of the Jews. 


In cross examination witness was asked whe ther the sport and 
social activities of the SS provided any particular advantage for the mom 
bers, Eo donied that this was so, Eo agreed that the SS arranged cortain 
not very well rogul^tcd welfere and social facilities for tho families of its 


mexbers., There was no specific organization (Page 81). 


Witness denied that he had ever heard that the speech made by 
Fimaler that murder could be justified formed pert of the teaching in SS 
schools, Prosecution referred to PS 159 — US 170 and quoted Page 4 of the 
English transl: tion wherein Himmler states that the SS did not hesitate to 
&o their duty on the 30th of June 1934 but would never discuss the matter in 
public. If as the witness had previously claimed the victims of the Rochn 
Putsch had been executed under martial law, why should the SS be directed 
to speak about it only among themselves. Witness explained that the fact 
that the men were shot under martial law had been made public and ho, there~ 
fore, saw no connection with the passo,o quoted by the Prosecution (Page 83), 
In fact the shootings of the 30th ofJunc were discussed quite freely by the 
whole German people and witness said that he discussed them with the 
brothor-in-1aw of Colonel Lindbergh, Mr, Dwight Morrow, 


The Prosecution read further to the effect that according to 
Eimmlor the shootings appalled everyone but thet everyone was certain that 
"he would do it the next time if such orders were issued", Asked whether 
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the shootings appalled him, witness si ted that it was a matter of high 
treason and people who committed high treason might oxpect to be shot, 


Reference was also made to PS 1851 ~ US 440, 2 pamphlet 
published by Himmler in 1936 in which Himmler said he know some people 
in Cornony felt sick when they saw ti^ black coats of the SS (Page 84). 
Witness replied to this that if there were people who felt like this they 
must have been «»0nents of. the SS. 


“he events of November 9 1938 were condemened by the large 
majority of the S8 although Himmler and Hitler commended thom in special 
oricrs for participation in those demonstrations, 


The Prosectuion then quoted from PS 3051 - US 240 and fron 
the covy of the Organization Book cf 1943, PS 2640 ~ US 323, which is 
entitled "The SCHUTZSTAFFEL, NSDAP, Referring to the activities of the 
SS man the article states that he "openly and unrelentingly fights tho 
Lost dangcrous enemies, such as tho Jews, Free Masons, Jesuits, political 
clergymon" (Pago 6), Witness replied that the date of the book wis 194 

GEMZINS SS had no powers and was not in a position 
to combat as described in the orticle. In re~examination he said that 
the 55 were on Hitler's side at the timc of the Roehm Putsch end thet 
the words "cumbat or fight! referred to, might mean discussion of "Ideale 


istic or world problems" They would not mean physical combat, (Pazc91) 


The Prosecution put it to tho witness thet it was plain to 
ov.-"body in Germany that the SS were carrying on criminal oper-tions, 
Witness had previously stated that it was theduty of the SS to help poor 
and defenseless persons, This rule v.s laid down in a Code of Honor issued 
by the Reichsfuehrcr SS Himmlor. The members found out to their disgust 
thet simmler did not practice what he preached, Speaking, buen ada Poche 
he membre, witness steted that as one of their ee goo gc eae 
rules were obeyed by the majority of tho SS men until the ena of the wor, 


Froseevtion thon read icom Page 1 ofPS 1919 - US 170, tho 
third line of the third poragreph. This was from a speech paos Mice 
at Persa in 1943. "Vhat happens to a Russian or a Czech does os ue 
me in the slightest," and "Yhether 10,900 Russian females fall soletis 
cxhausetion by digging a dite. interests me only so far as the ean er Ps 
from Germany is finished." (Page 86). Asked if this point of ets wa 
sistent with the injunction to help poor anà He quee Sau aedi XX 
witness replied that these sentinents were power passed on and that ho i 
never herri cf this specch before (Page 87). 


The beliefs of othor people wore honored by tho Ss. 4 law 
wes made in 1936 which wes the result of a case of misconduct prc te 
of the SS and cn which occasio: he wrs discharged. cub Ns oo dc 
official meetings to discuss or ask religious auostlons in oror to provoni 


any “insults or injured feelings". 


Summarised by: A.M.S, NTAVES 
Lt. Colonel, AAG 
Commissioner 
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NOUMLE LF avy MART 


BJECT: The Part Playec by the Blockleiter 


Corns 


His pred 
witness 


Party Blockleiter 
] | 


llection of 7 ty members! he ma TX : 
1 \ "Tees sa 3 . " ec a onc nrocismations 
ents in the block; the distribution of ecievs : proci^mations; 
the fulfilment of various ei në relie! ^8ks. Consecuent upon 
"nr, duties suc s the regulat 
Location of billets for bombe 


of a Blockleite: p. 997). 


ocklciter 

peed translation) 
Blockleiter 
no other staff. 


not com 


were inferior in sutho 
ibers of the steff 
situation where inferior 
srin 


1 1 m 1 ^ 3 dM. 
o hac more authority 


portant that they ve commonly 
"nne 
ters, 
of cash rece 
2 > loneron hry: 
directives from e group leacer tt 


Every week there wa: a conference eveni 
Zellenleiters vere papain to take port in these. 
averrge attendance of Blockleiters at these meetings 
sometimes representatives of the Nazi Tolfere League 
preceution suthorities attended (Pp. 1022-1023). 





At these meetings the Ortsgruppenleiter would discourse about an 
outstanding Nazi leader or about the successes of German arms, or the 
chances for victory, or the achievements of the German labor population. 
He definitely avoided reference to actual political aims. There was 
nothing discussed which could not have been heard over the radio or read 
in the newspapers. — (P. 1022). 


There was no direct connection between the Blockleiter and the highei 
political authorities, such as the Kreisleiter and the Gauleiter, and the 
Blockleiters attended Kreis end Gauleiters! meetings only when these 
meetings directly concerned the work of the Block and Zellenleiters. 

(P. 1023). 


Witness denied the allegation of the Prosecution that the Blockleiter 
vere "little Caesars" who terrorized the population. The tasks of these 
lower political leaders were non—politicsl in nature. It became 
increasingly difficult for the Blockleiters to perform their cuties as the 
war progressed. The maintenance of their families anc the minimum 
performance of their tasks as Blockleiters so absorbed their time and 
attention that there was nothing left over for terrorist activities. 

"ith respect to the conduct of a few individual fanatics, the great 
majority of Block and Zellenleiters cannot be held responsible for their 
acbions. It was absolutely necessary that the Blockleiters be very polit 
to their people or performance of their duties would have been impossible 
during the wer. (P. 1025). 


Tho Blockloiters had no legal authority to confiseate property, nor 
did they h^ve any authority to requisition or commit organizations such as 
the SS and the Hitler Youth. They could not use the SA or the SS for 
making arrests, nor could they make any arrests on their own. (Pp. 1025-26 


No one below the renk of Ortsgruppenleiter could properly be termed 
a Hoheitstrseger. There was no connection between the Blockleiters and 
the SD or the Gestapo. (P. 1026). 


Witness disagreed with page 101 of the Organization Book, which 
stated that Blockleiters were supposed to find the propagators of harmful 
rumors «nó report them to the Ortsgrupponleiter or to competent state 
nuthorities. He stated that this type of spying would heve been contrary 
to the endeavors of Blockleiters, because it wns necessary that they 
should retain the goodwill of the people with whom they had to work. 

It vas true that all Germans vere expected to report anyone who spread 
harmful rumors. (Pp 1027-1028). 


Titness knew nothing about morale reports which contained the names 
of individual citizens. He did recall that his Ortsgruppenieiter 
mentioned having to submit morale reports to Kreis and Gauleiters which 
dealt merely with the general morale of the population. (P. 1028). 


Qn direct examination, the attention of the witness was called to 
document 2639-PS, pages 328 to 330, which was orcer # 127 of the deputy to 
the Fuehrer, dated 5 october 1936. This order warned Zellenleiters and 
Blockleiters against becoming obnoxious and against nllowing their duties 
with respect to care ond relief to degenerate into spying end informing 
activities. Witness was not familiar with this directive, but remarked 
thet it conformed to the facts - that they had no authority to act as 
informers. (P. 1029). 


Blockleiters, generally speaking, were not familiar with Ley's 
Organization Book, nor with the definition of Hoheitstrneger contained 
therein. Witness admitted that this was a word vhich carried very little 
meaning to the average Blockleiter, but that he believed that no one below 
the ronk of Ort«-ruppenleiter was in possessim of political and directive 
rights.  Blocxiciters had no nuthority to give obligatory orders to the 
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residents of their block, Witness’! attorney referred to paragraph 1 of 
the same document (2639-PS) in which it was stated that the political 

ership within the party rested solely and only in the Hcheitstraegers, 
which is to say, with the writer, the Gauleiter, the Kreisleiter and the 
Ortsgruppenleiter. Witness agreed thet to the Blockleiter the competent 
Hoheitstraegers were the Geuleiter, the Kreisleiter and the Ortsgruppen- 
leiter. (P. 1030). 


Witness did not know of the existence of the publication entitled 
"Der Hoheitstreeger". Defense counsel pointed to the fact that this 
publication was never distributed to Block and Zellenleiters, who 
constituted 93% of the political leadership corps. He concluded this fre 
the distribution list on the first inner page of docuncnt 2958-PS (USA 32° 
On cross-examinetion, it was pointed out to the witness that page 1 of thi 
Februsry 1939 edition of this publication indicated that thc book was to 
received by "the following Hoheitstraeger". Witness was asked why, if t 
politicrl leaders who were included in the distribution list constituted 
^11 the Hoheitstraeger, it was necessary to insert the words "the follow- 
ing" in the distribution direction. He was not sure whether the words 
"thc folloving" had any special significance, or whether they were merely 
there beenuse of a lack of cleverness on the part of the ecitor. 
(Pp. 1031; 1052). 


He was elso referred to 1893-PS, (p. 3 of the Fnglish tron¢elation) 
vhich enumerates among the Hoheitstraeger Zellen anc Blockleiters. 
He had no explanation for this other than the suggestion that may be this 
book referred to a plan under which Block and Zellenleiters were to acquir 
an suthority which they hed not in fact attained. witness admitted that 
he made these suggestions on the basis of a personal knowledge of only twc 
pre-war Blockleiters and one pre-war Zellenleiter. (Pp. 1052-1053). 


At the conclusion of the cross-exeminrtion, the attorney for the 
political leadership corps was allowed to submit an affidavit sworn to by 
Karl Hederich, deputy chairman of the Commission for National Socialist 
publications from 1934 to 1945. A persistent uncertainty cxisted within 
the high Party ranks as to the exact concept of Hoheitstreeger, snd 
the inclusion of Block and Zellenleiters within this term was merely 2 
matter of organizational form. This affidavit stated that if they had 
not’ included these low Party officiels within the concept of Hoheits- 
tr^eger, it would have been necessary to create a third category of 
lenders. The affidavit stated that Block end Zellenleiters never had the 
authority which vas necessary for the true position of Hoheitstraeger. 
This affidavit was received in evidence anc marked Defense Exhibit P.L.5. 
(Pp. 1055-1057). 


e The Party Program 


Witness was questioned regarcing the Nazi Party program and he 
testified that no right-thinking Germen could have any idea that point l - 
the union and self-determinstion of the German people into one nntion - 
would be attained by criminal means. With regard to point 2 - the 
cancellation of the Versailles Treaty - Blockleiters believed that histor, 
showed that a vanquished people invariably endeavored to ense the conditi 
of the original peace treaty. This appeared to be a very desirable thing 
to the German people but no one thought of anything other then peacable 
revision. Point 3 of the program relating to more land for the surplus 
population was interpreted as a demand for the colonies which had belonge 
to Germany prior to the First World War anc, again, there was no thought 
of a forcible fulfilment of this sim. (P. 1033). 
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Witness was shown a document (L 221 ~ USA 317) which relntec to a 
conference in the Fuehrer's Hae, and which indiented thet in July 1941, 
Hitler intende? +o incorporate into the Reich the Crimen, Alsace, the 
Baltic states and other Eastern territory. He remarked that the Block 
and Zellenleiters had been informed that the struggle of the Germen peopl 
was for their very existence, and that they had no thought of conquest or 
settlement in foreign countries. The war was represented to them as a w 
of defense. Block and Zellenleiters had not the slightest idea of any 
plan for aggression or conquest. The outbreok of war came to lower 
political leaders and the people alike as a national disaster. (P. 1035). 


Lover political leaders did not interpret the part of thc Nazi Party 
program which renounced the parliamentary system of government as a clock 
for oggressive aims, but thought that it was merely a leg»l means of Goin; 
away with the ill prnctices in the prior administrations. (P. 1036). 


With respect to the point advoeating re-armament, the lower political 
ranks did not believe that this would mean aggressive warfere, but 
believed that the re-introduction of general conscription vould provide a 
good ethical and social training of the German people. Witness pointed t 
the fact that other nations at that time had also introduced conscription. 
(P. 1036) * 


In line with Hitler's general policy of keeping the people misled and 
uninformed with respect to his intentions, it was only naturel that the 
lowest political lencer in the Party, the Blockleiter, should have been 
completely misled. Tt was likewise natural that these uninportant 
political officials, having no authority even in a limited sphere, would 
heve no influence whatsoever in legislative matters. (p, 1037). 


On cross-examinntion, witness testified that his opposition to the 
Nazi Party had ^:ntinued even while he was a Blockleiter. He declared 
that his experience as a criminal judge had informed him of many elements 
who were active within the Nazi Party. He had professional occasion to 
punish a number of outrages committed by exponents of the Nazi ideology. 
He did not know whether these criminals occupied leading positions becaus. 
at the time of his contact with these people he had no knowledge of the 
internal party structure. (Pp. 1043, 1044, 1045 &1046). 


Witness doubted the honesty of the proclaimed goals of the Nazi 
Party. As a result of his impartial punishment of certain Nazi criminals 
he was disciplined and transferred from his judicial work in Guntzenhause 
to nNtrnberg. This was accomplished on the order of the Baverian Minister 
of Justice, Dr. Frank. He was also accused of spreading the rumor that 
cA elements hed started the Reichstag fire. He was convinced that when 
he enme to Nürnberg, the details of his unsympathetic actions in Guntzen- 
hausen necompanied him and were transmitted to the Gauleiter and handed 
down by the Gauleiter, in the usual fashion, to the lower officials. 

(P. 1047). 


Tt was because of these unfevorable items on his record that the 
minister of Justice prevented the witness from progressing within the 
Ministry. (P. 1048). 


3. Selection of Block and Zcllenleiters 


Witness expressed the opinion that during peacetime Zellen and Block- 
leiters, as well as Ortsgruppenleiters, were picked for special quelifica- 
tions. Therefore, these leaders were politically reliable during times 
of peace. This was because there were more Party members then available 
for these positions. From the point of view of the party, 2 politically 
reliable person was one who was a convinced Nazi. However, he believed 
that there were som people, even during peacetime, holding these 
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positions who were not really convinced Nazis, but preserved enough 
appearance of it to convince the authorities that they were politically 
reliable. (P. 1050). 


Ås Church Membership 


Witness did not know any Block or Zellenleiter who was not a Christie 
or who had resigned from the church. No directives were issued to these 
officials reque-ting such resignation from church membership. (P. 1032). 


It was common knowledge that the Party endeavored to weaken the 
influence of the Christian churches. Further, the Ortszruppenfuchrer of 
the witness told his subordinates that they should be careful to avoid 
difficulties with the church and with churchmen. Although the political 
leaders had been thoroughly informed of the open and secret resistance of 
the churches to the Nazi movement, the greater number of them believed th: 
clergymen who resisted did so only in performance of their duties. 

isons supplied to them by the Party 2s t 
informed s 
to what the real reasons for this fight were. as not reauirec of 
Rlockleiters to take part in this conflict. pe 1039-1040; 


With respect to point 4 of the Party progran denling with the uneque 
distribution of Jews and anti-Semitism, umbr which no one would be pert o 
the German Volk who vas not entirely of aryan German blood, the witness 
freely admitted that this was unfair diserininntion against the Jews. 

He claimed that the decent element among the German people did not want 
any part in such discrimination. However, after Hitler's ascencaney, no 
individual had any power to resist this policy unless he wanted to become 
a hero ond a martyr. Resistance to this program meant, for the individu 
only a one-way ticket to a concentration camp. In the early yeers of 
the Hitler regime, Jews were granted the opportunity to emigrate. 

Jewish civil servants were retire? with full or part pension rights. 

It was the hope of most of the people that the Jewish problem would be 
solved in a decent and honorable fashion. They coulc not anticipate the 
horror of the “nal solution. (P. 1035-1036). 


Witness did not believe that Blockleiters participated, on the basi: 
of instructions from the Party leadership, in the increasingly severe 
measures which were taken against the Jewish population, such as the weai 
ing of yellow badges, violence against the person anc property of the 
Jews, use of the Jews for forced labor ane restricted food rations for 
Jews. (P. 1042). 


Tis Evidence of Voluntary onc Compulsor Memb ershi 


At the time of witness! admission to the Party, his open opposition 
to the Nazi movement was well known to the local members. He had 
professional occasion to pass sentences on members of the Nnzi Party, but 
in 1937 he applied for membership in the Party because the constant 
criticism of his political views caused him to worry about his position 
ond his personal liberty. When, in 1942, he was asked to take over the 
position of deputy Blockleiter for the curation of the war, he avoided it 
as long ^s he could but he felt that his position as a civil servant 
require? his acceptance. He believed that a civil servant who belonged 
to the Party and who refused to serve in an official capacity would be 
letting himself in for unfavorable consequences ond possibly for physical 
harm, His counsel shoved him on excerpt from p. 143 of 2639-PS which 
deslt with the resignation of civil servants from the Nezi Party and 
recommended that those who resigned from Party offices should be ex- 
cluded from privilege promotions. He believec. thet if an official such 
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as he was resigned for political reasons, he had to figure on the possi- 
bility of dismissal from his job ane the loss of his livelihood which woul 
mean economic disaster to himself and to his family. He hac never had 
personel experience with this matter but he was persuaded, from his reading 
of the newspapers, that civil servents whose political unreliability became 
suspect were often put into concentration camps. (Pp. 989-995). 


Witness knew of a number of Block and Zellenleiters who tried their 
best to nvoid the acceptance of those posts. (P. 993). 


Tit. Knowledge of Criminal Activities 


le Destruction of Trade Unions 


Block and Zellenleiters hed no particular knowledge with reepect to 
the destruction of the free trade unions and they did not teke part in thi: 
ection. They were not connected with the German labor front or the 
National Socialist organization cells in the different industrial plants. 
(Pp. 1040-1041). 


istrentment of Allied Fliers 


Witness had never become scauainted with the letter by Reichsleiter 
Bormann, dated 30 May 1944 (O57-PS - USA 329) which forbade any local 
action against people who participated in lynchings of Allied aviators who 
had been forced to land on Germen territory. The distribution key of thi: 
document indicated that Ortsgruppenleiters snd lower leaders should be 
informed of the directive ornlly. Blockleiters never received any 
instrueticns with respect to treatment of enemy airmen. (P. 1042). 


36 Mercy Killings 
Witness wes uninformed regarding the order which ritler gave to 


Reichsleiter Buehler end Dr. Brandt which allowed a certain group of 
doctors to perpetrate mercy killings. (P. 1043). 


Summarized ty J.S. CONWAY 
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TOWUTTTMDOO AT iTmeuoT 
OF X Pits UJ Jo 


cc 
WDO 


26 JUNS 1946 ' 


SU^JZ0T: Hvidence to show (1) that the 
SD checked trus in rthiness and 

basis cf their &croonont with | Cloals 1 i 

(2) that SD did not influence select: of Nazi leaders as stated 

on page 16 of the trial brief from o Germ ranslation, 


Witness, a lawyer, joined the Party in January 1943; the SD in 
1940 and the SS in 1921. Fe acted as Chief of SD sectcr in Aachen, 
sector at Hambure, and SD main sector in Berlin. In the various 
sectors of the SD he worked in tho section of law and administration in 
Amt Ill A and in General Public Life, which at first was Amt III At end 
later III Al. 


I. Aetivitios Relating to Article 6 of the Charter 


Section officers, Stato administration 
administration appointed and advanced Civil Sorvan The Party 
some part in this. In regard to these appointments, various 
questioned, such as local 
the Farty and various 
involvod, that is 
in forma ion was 


nt e| } 
ve ar as wii To nly a Ecos altel ter could 
ness oxplaina d that the word Hoheitsact 
old German admi Sper ae 
all bers files 

concossions, permits o xu ote. 

SD was not a Hoheitsac ile The Party Chancellory di inoishod botwoon 
political judzmont and politic information, Only tho information furnished 
by a Hohoitstraeger was supposed to bo recorded H I 
infermaticn.furnished by SD did not havo to bo 

rogrd to the appointment cr advancor 
Hohoitstraozor was in no way bound by 


It was th y of the SD upon rocoivi: 
to furnish informat oncorning futuro Uivil 
wero to bo advanced. These matters were handled 
tion consisted mostly of roports made by old membsrs. When Amt III was 
A E these files wore sont to tho Ges apo and it. then bocsmo tho duty 

Ant III to furnish the information. Tho orti. was called 
Savor, ation on the sphore of public lifo". It prosontod a complete 
picture of tho man reported on--his porsonality Darse schooling 
prof^ssional caroor, family}: financial end : E skeround. If 

of tho law profession was concerned, then an SD worker with 
logali background compiled tho information, otc, 


m.» hd 
HEP HAT 


Witnoss tostifiod that tho information was cont to the x 
requosting it. Ho novor had the impression that it was used as part 


e d ee 
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a conspiracy. Ho further stated that thoro was no group within tho Stato 
or Party that was known and rog&rdod as a group formed for a conspiracy.» 
The relationship between various ministers and officers of the Party was 
not a closco ono and was composed of people whc had a great difforonco of 
opinion and who continually opposed each other. The SD did not havo 
knowledge of any common goal that this grcup might have had. He onpha- 
sizod again that tho SD did not render any judgmoat-—thoy just furnished 
information. However, if a porson had stated his cpinion im opposition 
to t^o Party or State, this fact was included along with ether facts. 


Witness w^s told that Dr. Hoottol in = sworn strtoment—EFS_ 25 
had stated that it was the goal of the SD to place cnly persons who we 
100 porcont followers of the Party in loading positions and to romovo 
other public officers. Tho witness said that Dr. Hoottol never worko 
Amt IIlI-—t^at tho information bureau was not concerned with personel 
politics. It was the goal of Amt III to piace the best qualifiod porsonnel 
in loading positions from a standpoint of character and ability. Tho SD 
cou'd not procood against other high ranking officers. Such executive 
action was only in the hands of tho police and judges. The SD had no 
influence on the personnel policies of various official departmonis and 
ninistrios. Howover, the SD was interested in scoing that the information 
i+ compiled and passod on was used. This information concerned all hish 
r: iking officers, State officers, end people weil known in public lifo, 
bi sides those working in administration, law or culture. Therofore, tho 
exports working in Amt III maintained good relations with personnel 
services of various official ddpartments. It was possible that oxports 
in Amt III and personnel chiefs would confor and joinciy decide which man 
would bo the best choice for a particular job. However, witnoss onpha- 
sized that Amt III did not have the power to sussest who was tho bost 
qualified. The SD exercised no supervision in this rogard nor did it 
havo any veto power over names proposod fo: official positions and ad- 
Vai.cemontse 


On cross examination witness admitted that SD received informa- 
tion from "V men", that is, honorary part-time members. He admitted that 
if ono of tho V men had learned that a man was ovposed to anti-sonitism, 
etc., it would thon bo incorporatéed^ in the reper: on him. He also tosti- 
fied that the reports prepared by the SD sometimes contained a conclusion 
or judgment at the end of the report. 


Files were set up for the information compiled. For oxamplo 
if a V men roported that the public did not agree with a decision in 
criminal mattor, tho SD would become intorostod in the particular j 
and all information concerning him was made into a file. If tho 
wes thon to rocoivo a promotion, tho Party could ask the SD for any 
information in their files on the man. If no file had been nado 
one would bo made up thon. 


udge 


for 


2. SD did not influence selection of Party Leaders. 


The witness testifiod that tho SD did not handle information 
concorninz political leaders who were to be appointed to political jobs, 
that is, higher jobs in tho Party. This was dvo espocially to tho objec- 
tions of Bormann. Therefore, regarding pcesitions, such as Oriszruppon- 
loitors, Gauloitors or evon Kreisleitors, the 92 was not contactod in any 


il 
way . 


jn cross examination witness stated thah in 1943 ho worked in 
Amt III on committee called General Public Lií^;. 15 was his duty to 
doseribe the development of public opinion fron *oports he received from 
sm^llor sectors all over Germany. For example. if a hich Party official 
actod in a bad way at a public affair, it would not have a good influcnce 
on tho pooplo. Many Party officials wore critically discussed by tho 
population. All those facts were gathered by tho V man. Witnoss put tho 
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'ts togethor and™pessed on his roports to various officials who wore in 
position to change conditions. Bormann as Chief of Party Chsnceollors 
was usually concerned. 


II. Knowledge of Criminal Activitics 


Witness testified that in 1938 when he rirst decane a le 
S asked to explain to the Kroisloitor in his home town, ach 
ad not joined the Party or some organization of the Party. 
"Creisloitor that ho was not a eee person. As a lawyor 
representing many Jews who were leaving Gorman) Theso Jews 
out of business because of State decrees or Ate orders. ; 
of official departments were connoctod with this: Finance Departnont, 
taal Police, otc. Tho Kreisleiter suggested to the witness thet he 
me a momber of the NSV—the National Sccialist Welfare Organization. 
He joined it as it had nothing to à A yor ld ideas but was puroly 
& wolfare organization. The witness statc vain that he opposed anti- 
im and tho Aian leadership prir Hipis but folt at that critica 
tine that a contral onorgotic leadership would be a gcod thin’: for Gornany. 
Af *, pe had workod vows NSV for ab six nonths, the Ortszrupponloitor told 
hin it would bo posciblo for hin tc onto h cty. Ho had concluded that 
it wes not a good idea to remain as an outsider tut felt that ho could 
express his opinions better as a Party momber. Ho never felt that he was 
spies on—fo ample n court lawyers had their own rooms and fre 
exprossod thoi on new measures. Thoy also disoussod then 
public. 


When the war broke out, tho witnoss becano e. ldior and 


pleced in a Building aho dig Company, which ho feli; he wes 1 
cally suited for. The SD needed lawyors at this time and witnoss 
joined it. He stated that the SD was ^n institution which lcoko 

puolic ideas and thoughts. He never had the imuression 

ce-ricd out any espionage or intelligence t.2Y15.5 


Summarized by: 
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WITNESS FOk THE SD ORGANIZATION TAKEN BRFOR® 


A COMMISSION OW 
21 JUNE, 22 JUNE, 24 JUNA, AND 25 JUNE 1946, 


TRANSCRIPT 1605 to 1608. 
TRANSCRIPT PAGS: 
TRANSCRIPT PAGE 
TRANSCRIPT ES 1764 to 1778. 


SUBJECT; The Functions and Structure of the SD, 


1. Amt III (Home Intelligence), Amt VI (Foreign Intelligence), and 
Ant VII (Research) were entirely separate organizations, 


2. Amt III (Home Intelligence) was not strictly a part of the SD, 
it was not a section of the Party, nor of a unified police system. It did 
not carry out tasks on the part of the zestapo. 


3. The SD as a whole was not responsible for concentration camps or 
for the annihilation of undesirables, nor did it commit crimes against véace 
or humanity, 


4. The SD had no executive powers but was merely an information agency 
of the Party. 


Witness stated he had belonged to the SD since 1934, and at the end of 
the wer was Chief of Section 3a of the RSHA (Reichs Security Main Office). 


I Activities Kelating to Article 6 of the Charter 
l. Meaning of the Term SD, 
The term "Sicherheitsdienst" or SD could mean: 


(a) An SS formation known as the SD. 
(b) A special information agency. 


The SD considered as a SS formation was entirely different from Amts VI 
and VII of the RSHA. It was controlled by Kaltenbrunner (page 16505). It was 
a special formation of the SS comprising units of the Allgemeine S5 and 
Security Police, 


Amt VI (Foreign Intelligence) and Amt VII (Research) were part of the SD 
under heading 2. 


There was no collective respons.»ility or action by these different 
organizations. The SD, in a general sense, included even members of the 
criminal police who had been accepted for specinl reasons (page 1606) 


The "Reichs Sicherheitsdienst"was ,however, an entirely different organi- 
zation set up for the protection of the Fuehrer. It was in no way connected 


with Amt III or with the SD Organization within the SS, It was entirely inde- 
pendent, 


Amt III collected information within the borders of the Reich, 
Amt VI collected information outside the borders of tho Reich. 
Ant VII delt with archives and records, 

hese duties were independent of each other (vage 1607). 


Witness explaincd that tho structure of these three offices was very 
different; e.g, Amt III was highly decentralized and worked through its branch 


offices, whereas Amt VI Foreign Intelhigencé Servicewas a highly centralized 
system. 
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He stated that there was no collective purpose or fecling among the 
officials of these groups of being part of the same organization, Although 
they were coordinated by the Chief of the Security Police and SD, he made 
Separate use of these departments. 


Amt III had no common purpose as far as its functions were concerned 
with the SS or any part of that organization, 


3. Relation of the SD to the SS, 
The witness emphasized that the SD was: 


(a) A Party organization. 

(b) Few of its members belonged to the SS, 

(c) It was unique in the sense that it grew up "unofficially" 
and was not established by legal decrec. 


Document PS 1680 in the book "Ten Years of Security Policy and SD" 
was Subuittod to the witness in order that he might explain the charge that 
the SD was part of the 88. He observed thet the only sentence in the pass- 
age quoted that seemed relevant was that in 1932 the Reichs Fuehrer SS 
created a special intelligence organization called the SD, 


Tho SD was not a subdivision of the SS but an independent organization, 
(See 58 Trial brief page ll). There were, however, some honorary membors of 
the SS within the SD, 


The SD (Amt III) carried out no SS tasks., There wes no link through 
the higher SS and police leaders. 


In cross-examination witness stated that the SD formation within the 
SS previously roforrod to did not have any special tasks although referred 
to as the "Sonder" formation of the SS. It consisted of members of the 
Security Police and SD. When "Sonder" groups were formed, SD men were re- 
cruitod. 


Witness said that the decisive question with regard to the connection 
between SD and Tinsatz groups was whether these men during their attachment 
to the Finsatz group were carrying out functions of an SD or a security 
police character. 


The personnel of the SD served in Tinsatz Groups and Finsatz commandos 
quito es much as the personnel of the Security police. 


Further questioned as to the nature of the SS within the SD, the witness 
admitted that by far the largest part of the regularly employed members of tho 
SD were members of the SS. This applied to the V-men. One can only consider 
the comparison betwecn the SS and the SD in relation to the tasks that thoy 
were supposed to have performed. 


Referred to Himmler's statements that the SD was the "great ideological 
intelligence service of the Party and, in the long run, also of the State, 
During the time of struggle for power, it was the only intelligence service 

c 


of the 5," witness stated thet one could on'v consider this question in the 
light of the development of the SD fr 195i vo 1939, 


The spheres of life that the SD investigated included such things as 
law, public health, education, science, food, banking, labor and social work, 


4. The SD and the Party. 


The SD, as such, was a party organization, but was not connected with 
the police leaders, 


The witness explained Document PS 3237 as showing that the SD served 


the Party and State in equal proportions, but he added that the Party lacked 
confidence in the SD, 
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The function of Amt III was to ascertain the moods snd reactions of 
people towards conditions in Germany_and the measures taken by the government. 
It recoivod no orders from the Party Leadership nor was it aware of any con- 


Spirecy to keep people in power who might be planning aggressive war, 


Witness declared that the ordinance quoted from Volume I of the Ordi- 
nances and Laws of the Party Leadership, page 599, of 14 December 1938, does 
"not reilect cooperation between the SD and the Party". SD agents kopt the 
Gaulciters informed of evidence but they were not members of their staffs. 

These ordinances show that the was Lot only an information service 


of the Party, but also the State. The State, however, could not issue orders 
to the SD, 


In ercss-examination on this point, witness denied that it was the duty 
of Amt III to report on cases of"wavering" on the part of the Party leacers 
fron the principles of National Socialism. He said that this was the wrong 
perspective and that the function of the SD was to report on the reactions of 
the people and he denied that party members were observed by the SD, The SD 
did not observe people, but "spheres of life". He agreed, however, that he 
had previously testified that these "spheres" of life involved members of the 
rarty. 


5. Amt III of the SD was not Part of a Uniform Police System nor 
àid it Belong to the Gestapo. 
Witness ceclared that from the point of view of structure and organiza- 
tion, there wat no relation between the Gestapo and the SD. The principal 
differences which he explained were: 


(a) The Gestapo was established by State ordinances. 
(b) The SD grew up by no such fixed rules and it was not a State but a 
Party authority. 


Heyürich's position as Chief of the Security Police and SD did not mean 


Pp 

Po 

that the Secur.ty Police was the same thing as the SD. The airms and activi- 
ties of the Gestapo and SD were quite different, 


The function of the Gestapo was cv^ov*tive as far as political aims were 
concerned, whereas the SD merely col: sted intelligence in order to change 
"undesirable (onditions",. The SD had, for instance, no power of arrest and 

as not inter.sted in individual cases, 

The S vas not a volice svstem nor did it belong to a unified police 
system, It seted as an independent information agency. 


With regard to a statement made by the Prosecution on 26 February 1946, 
witness statod that it was quite incorrect to sav that the S had police 
functions. It concerned itself only with discovering the intentions of hostile 
factions witin the State. Executive action against treasonable groups con- 
cerned the Gstapo, whereas the SD was only concerned with public morale and 
opinion within certain "spheres of life’, (See Document lo. A166-37, Orders 
of the Party Chancellory, dated November 1937, Volume II, page 472). 


FE 


Members of the SD were forbidden to perform arrests, 


There wae, howevor, a sort of genoral office collaboration between the 
SD and the Gestapo. The SD cia not report to the Gestapo on individuals but 
un groups and in their reporte they did not mention names. 


A book by Dr. Werner Best, which had been submitted by the Prosecution, 
was referred. to as Document PS 1852. Witness stated that Dr. Best is totally 
incorrect in his view that the 5) was ever a tool of the Gestapo. 


The article in the Volkischer Beobach er of January 1936, page 1343, 
submitted by the Prosecution as Document PS 1956, is a mere propaganda article. 


This represents that the SD supplemented the Gestapo, The SD was not, as has 
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been alleged, a "general staff" for tne Gestapo. The SD was an organization 
not concerned with special tasks, but with general reporting on people and 
con?itions; nor was it a collection of spies and informers., Agents of the 
SD meroly unpaid "vondifence men". These confidence men were acting from 
selfless motives and only in tho interests of the State. The confidence men 
were not instructed to report on actions directed against the Party. Their 
wor't was not particularly sccret sad their existence was known to the whole 
nation, They did, however, use "cover numbers", 


The SD was not as Uevdrich had said, "A ministry of fear and horror", 
Fevdrich's statement was meant to be "ironical". 


In cross-examination concerning the confidence mon of th- SD, witness 
Statea that onc of the functions of the confidence men was to hand over il- 
legal pamphlets to the volice, but this would be the duty of any German 
citizen. 


The confidence men known as "V-men" were recruited from 211 walks of 
life. Some of the people recruited wore people who were not loyal to 
National Socialism but took a critical attitude, This was because the SD 
wished to got the reactions of the entire population and not only of Party 
monbors, 


The witness admitted that "V-men" were used to report on tho pcople, 
particularly on the Catholic Church. 


's-examination, reference was made to Document L361 under which 
Heydrich was stated to have brought the various offices of the Security 
Police and SD under one head, the RE cr cich Security Main Of^ico, The 
Prosecution put to the witness that tnis showed that the reason for the sot- 
ting up of the RSA was to create greater centralization of the main offices 
Which would include the Gestapo and SD. Witness, however, denied thet the 
establishment of the RSHA had in any sense changed the functions or carrying 
out of the functions of the SD, 


Cross-eramined further on the nuestion of collaboration between the 
Gestapo and the SD, witness stated that he did not know whether the Gestapo 
ran "V—-men" or not. 


Shown 1815 PS, which referred to an order by Mueller to all Gestapo 
stations concerning the study and treatment of Church politics, which apneared 


both SD formations and the Gestapo offices, witness stated that this had been 
misunderstood, he said that a directive previously mentioned dated Juno 1938, 
haa sep=ratec tho functions of the SD and the Gestapo. When, however, further 
portions of the letter were read to him, particularly in reference to the 
cooperation between the Gestapo :nà the SD in the sphere of Church politics 

in tno area of Dusssldorf, he admitted that there was some cooperation but 
that the extent of it was based on e misunderstanding of the position. 


Cross-oxamined regarding his observations in the book written by D 
Werner Best, he said that it was true that up to 1941 the SD had, as 
by Best, bcon charged with investigating and observing "all forces which were 
of importance for the domination of the National Socialist movement in Germany." 
But this, however, should not be taken to nean that the SD had any executive 
functions in that respect. Best's description was open to misunderstanding, 


Referred to Document R112, USA U0, a setter dated 1 July 1942, refer- 
ring to the resettlenent of certain German nationals and the reports that 
should be made by the SD and other offices regarding their resettlement, 
witness stated that he did not recall the directive and that the only function 
of the SD with regard to the resettlement ofperscas of German blocà and Jews 
concernsd reports on morale as to the executive measures taken. 


6, Ihe SD was not Concerned with Concentration Camps. 


The SD never issued any orders regarding tho setting up of concentration 
canos nor dic it own or control any. 
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Counsel for the defense submitted to the witness document D46 (a letter 
to tho Chief of the Security Police anc tho SD in Brussels regarding concen- 
tration camps). This document shows that the Gestapo and not tho SD was the 
authority on concentration camps. The SD had nothing to do with the putting 


of racionally undesirable people into the camps. 


With reference to Document 2477 (affidavit of Litzenberz), if the head 
of the RSHA was to order the committal of peopleinto concentration camps, he 


would then ect as chief of the Security Police and not the SD; nor did he 
report to the Gestapo on individual people. 


(Various documents were put to the witness who declared that the refer- 
ence to committal orders where tho SD was on the Gistribution did not mean 
that the SD was supoosed to take any executive action.) 


Wo unite of the SD were used as concentration camo guards. 
Amt III of the SD never received reports on concentration camps. 


Both the witnesses Blaha and Milch (transcripts of the Tribunal of 
January ll and March ll, 1946) were in error in describing SD officials in 
eoneentretion camos. The words "SD" were often worn on tho sleeves of their 
uniforms bv SS men and other formations attached to tho SD. 


7. The SD did not Commit Crimes-Arzainst Peace. 


The witness denied that any of the various offices 
cerned in a conspiracy to wage aggressive war. 


Lvidence of Voluntary or Compulsory Membership 
of SD confidence men or V-men: The SD confidence men 


wore about fifty per cent regularly employed and paid. 3 
mainder were volunteers recruited from all parts of the population. 


They were not allowea to resign. 


Summarized by: A.M.S.Neave, 
Lt.Col. AAG, 
Commissioner, 





